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The earliest authentic record of white msn wno visited this
area is glven in & report by the Freneh explorer Gresolondu Lhut,
It wes in 1680 that he traveled by cance with Indian Paddlers
and other Frenchmen from Lake Superior up 20 miles on what may
have been the Brule river in Wis, tnen by portage to the head
waters of the St., Croix river. They went down tnis river to its
mouth to where it joins the Mississippi,.At that place a member
of his party was drowned, Monsieur 8t, Croix., It was for him °
that the St. Croix R, wae named, Reference to this was madelater i
three years in 1633 when' Father Hennepin and the explorers lLa
Salle and Le Sueur when: traveling aldk the Mississippi almost
to its source reporteéd knowing of a large river to the east
called the 8t, Croix.

3efo re this e few missicr=+;esnad arrived st the Apostle
Isiands across from Bayfield Wis., coming from tne East by way of
the Great Lakes, The first of thesze weas a Jesult priest
Claude Allouez, who in 1665 erected a bark chepel at La Pointe
on Madeline Island. The present town of Allouez Wis, near
Superior is named for him. Before long The American Fur Co., es=-
tablished a trading post nearby, and so La Pointe pccame an ige
portant stopping place . During the next 200 years andé more
Dany Prolestant and Catholic missionaries worked among the
natives in that vicinity. kany Presbyterian missionarieg and tnei
wives labored to Christianize and civilize the natives, The fivst
We&s nev. Shermap Eall who established & 43 I'd’ pointe in 1630,

He vislited the mission at Pokegama Lake .n 1537 which had Just
been established by Rev., Frederick Ayer and Rev, Wm T, Boutell.
Other missionaries at Pokegame were Rev, Ely and Rev,., Seymour.
These workers were all sent out to Northwest oy The american
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Rev. Hall organi
gchu¥ch of 7 memoers, paptized 3 pesople and performed 2 marria
POKEGAMA MISSION S remepas

Rev, Frederic Ayer who later helped to frame our state cone=
stitutlion and Mrs, Ayer and Kiss Crooks arrived at Yellow lLake Wi
Sept. 16, 1833and founded & school, This was the first school
in the St. Croix valley, About 25 families camped near tne schoocl
They showed mucn inte.est in plans for gardening andschooling,
Their chief Gise kile a-way or Cat Ear had visited Pres, Adams
in Washington &nd was friendly to the white people.But anothner
chief Wai-ingzgus The Wolf wes suspicious and treacne: ous,
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fe orderedRRev Ayer and Rev. Davld Lowry to leave the country
at once or he would purn the school and living quarters, The
Ayers and Miss Crook: knew, there was danger to all so they moved
to Pokegama Lake 13 .miles.on the Snake River. A band of 35 or
40 families lived there and the chief gave permission to bulld
on his land and to use his wood water and fish. Living condi-
tions were an iuprovement over Yellow Lake, More wild rice grew &
along the river , the lake was larger and there were more fish.
The soll was more suitable for growing vegetables and the
missionaries reasoned these advantages would lead the Indians
1o settle down and lead a more stable life,

After tne mission was established they found themselves hampe
Pered by having no literature in the Chippewa language. & printin
Press wes prought in and the new testament was translated into
thelr language., This was the first print}ng press set up in
Minnesota, The press is in theHistoricalpbuilding in st. Paul.

Battle Qf Pokegana
In 1541 a large band ot Sioux Indians aittacked the Chippewas
living at the Mission farm.They came to awvenge themselves for
the killing of two sons of their chief Little Crow.0On the ap=-
pointed nighta large number of werriors hid among the trees
and bushes back of the Indiean gardens., ForXwarned the women an
children had been taken to an island a half mile out in the 1
when the battle began in the morning the €hippewa warriors were
barricadedin the chief's house, Gunfire was exchanged but not_a
single Chippewa fell, but two young girls were killed paddlige
& canoe, caught in the cross fire. A number of Sioux fell and ;-
thedr bodies carried ®way in a cance that had besn made by J, v
Rev, EZly. This encounter so disheartened the villagers that .

2 in fear of reprisals they soon packed up and moved awey. The

mission remained another year, ¥d,vieited tfe scattered families
Jaolles away., Then they too moved to other locations, Rev Ayer wen
~_to the Red Lake Mission where re steyed until 1865, Ze died in

1867 in 4tlanta Ga. Rev, B0UTell went to Stillweterwhere he

-aS

lived and preached the remainder of his Iife, WFL Atelg cim o
- -(L.“",, et (Ao L’*:
Rev. Wm T. Boutell was born in New Hampshire in 1803, sfter
graduating from college he came to the Northwest as a Presbyteria
»¥3; missionary, In preparation for this he spent one year et Jackinaw
learning the Chippzwa language at a school established Feearlier
by missionaries.Thls was the only scnoolwithin hundreds of miles
~ and children were sent there fronm great distances., as far away
as Winnipeg. Manywere the halfbreed chil dren of white traders
who had married Indian women, Rev, Boutell later married a giel
Miss Crook; & teacher in Rev. Ayer's school at Pokegama who re=-
celved her schooling here, Her father was a wnite trader and her ¢
notner was part Indian,
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awll sonz thes Chippewas 1in preparation for- s
ggg;;i;llgggnfo:nlu;be}ihg and settlemept. , and to }ocaveﬁune -
true source of the Mississippli river. The m;ssiss}pps.ﬂas~a iery -£
important poundary line. There were 50 in the pariy }nclgc}n?i
many soldiers. They jeft Sault St, Marie 1n a convoy consisting
of a large pateau carrying several tons of provisions, trade
goods and t+rinkets,and several canoes 30 feet long.

in writing of his experience later he says-- g -
" T was surprised to find 400 souls at Fond du Lac, Indians and
whites., The scene at our landing was eno uzh to fill me with fear.
The yelling of the Indians the barking of dogs, the crying of
children, the discharge of muskets was noise in the exirenme.
.At 10 in the morntkng I preached to about 40 in English. At 4 P,M.
<~'T preached to twice as many. All 1istened with attention and
& interest. My interpreter sat at my right and & chief sat at my
v Eefti
» continuing their Jjourney by rivers and lakes and portages
S the expedition finally reached their goal apd named lake Itasca

;: as thgetyruBosbartecadicfhe khesPeppkgme (1 Vevitac (v

as the true source of the Mississippi. T+ asSCa
Rev., 3outell joined with Rev, Ayer in esﬁéblishing the

mission at Pokegama in 163, where he labored for 10 years, steying

staying on after the pattle for 7 yearé. He and nis wife then seti:

settled on a farm near Stillwaterwith his family of 7 children,

He preached there and in surrounding villages antil a very

old age , His death came in 1330 at an age of 87,

‘Frederic Ayer began his labors for the Indlans in 1329, by

teacning in tne mission scnool at Mackinaw.AIter studying the ¢hip;
., Chippewa langusgshe opened a school at Sandy Leke Minn, and
Y wrote a spelling bookin that language, ¥any middionarles
/" were nis co=-workers during the next 3% years in his labors in
‘Minn, in Christianizing and civilizing the natives, He was born
~in Mass, where his father was A Presbyterlan minister. In 1342
. after the Indian battle at Pokegama he went to Cberlin Chlo
v &nd was ordained a minister to the Chippewas, He returned to

the Red Lake miesion accompanied by three seminary students
who wished to work with him there. Other missionaries soon
followed and that station was for many years supplied with
efficient laborers. ¢

After a medicine dance ,according to Indian custom,they

would have a feast, At this particular time there was nothing
for a feast,Nr., Ayer was in his garden and witnessed what hap=-
pened . His cow was in the yard nearby. Three daring fellows
afte? taunting eacn other created much excitement, One of them
po show his bravery shot the cow. Two of their leaders came to
Mr. Ayer and engaged him in conversation about the incident,

while talking apbout it the cow was being cut into pieces and
the kettles were put on the fire in preparation for thne feast.

Rev. Ayer was ablz to convince them of the error of their way
and the cow was paid for in due time,



when the mission was started at the N,E, side of Lake
Pokegama Jeremian Russell had already a Tew years pefore clear
some 1and at the south end of the lake for & small farm , Il wa
lo cated on a nizn poirt with the lake .on one side &nd ih
Sneke river on the other. Ke raised vegetaples anc &lso pro=-
vided a stopping place for travellers , The Snake river Decare &
an important means of travel for temjsrs lumbermen and settlers
as well as Indisns. A number of miles up the river where far-
spreading swamps had filled in during the ages, there were now
vast meadows of tall grass. At Brunswlck Elam Greeley of Still-
water establisned another farm. These meadows became an essentlal
part of lumbering as the. furnished feed for tne cXxen ana horses
used to draw the logs,ané much hay was put up each year, IN 104l
Pokegama was named & votin. prec_nct and Jeremiahn Russell was
appointed Judge of Election, His nearest neighbor was a Frenchman
living on the banks of the river at -what was later named Jarvis Bay
About 1540 wm, Holcompe living in St. Croix Palls realicing the
need for something wider than an Indian trail througn the wilder-
ness built the first road in this county, Driving a wagon &and &
team of horses and leading a few cows he made a road froz St.
croix Falls to Sunrise and then to Rush Lake and then on to the
Russell farm on Pokegama lake, Returning home he pecame acilive
in all civic affairs . He was secretary of the first convention
called to form 4inn. Territory,in 1343. He was elected tne Iirst

jegutenant governor of Minn, in 1087,

Another earlier settler on the Snake river two miles west of
Pine city was Thomas Connor a Canadian fur trader. Records SuoOw
that he built a trading post here in 1804-5, where he lived with
nis Indian wife. The post burned down but the charred remains
purried in the ground have been uncovered. The state Historical
Society has gained possession of the grounds, He spent 6q years
in this area, locating &t various places. The writer of 50 years
In The Nortnwest" W, H., C, Folsomtalked with hlm near Teylor's
Falls in 1047.

To W,2,C, FOLsom we are indebted forthese accounts of our
earlizst history. For over 40 years he kept recoras of his own
life after coming t0 the St. Croix valley frou Kaine in 1636
as well as of the events transpiring around him. He was gvery activ

civic leader taking part in everything that prowmole. progress
in developing the wilderness.He settled in Taylor's Falls ®here
an uncle and nephews ran the villege newepéaper,

In 1847 he was elected shiiff. He at once nad to set out
for Ann River at Brubswick for wltnesses in a murder trial.
Two Indians had been captured who had shoi a trader’Groundhouse
river near Mora, Folsom walked from Stillwater th The Russell
faerm in three days by way of Sunrise, Rush Lake ,no doubt over
the road Holcombe had built, He stopped the second night &t

the birch shack of Trader Tom Connor at—Susrise. The trader was
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an intelligent ané genial man, and told nim many inci?gnts’per-
taining to Indien history,and adventures.of traders,lumoermcg
ané missionaries, From tne Russell farm Folsom paddled a canoe to
4nn river where he found the witnesses of the murder, He ;earned
that Rev, Boutell had taken the body to the mission on lake Po-
kegama wnhere it was buried . The two Indlans were tried at Fort
snelling but were freed as wniskey had inclted the braul, Noq}n
the older Indian,tnat he had been treated so kindly he would show
Fdlsom a copper mine on the Snake River. He died soon ater hls
arrest so the copper mine remained unknown ., But it was finally
discovered and about 50 years later was mined for a few years,
ot erough was founc to make it pay so it was abandoned. It was
e mile below the Céngwetana dam,
In 1841 a cowpany in quincy Ill. wished to plant a colony
| near the mission, kr., Kirkland their agent selected a location on
XN ;.Cross Lake cn the present site of Pine City. The unrest between
){ the Indians discouragec the project so the village was not started
> until almost 28 years later,when the railroad was put through,

The original Pine City was at Chengwatana where the Snake
river leaves (Cross lake, Chengwa=tana in the Chippewa language
means pilne town., When Plne County was organized Chengwatana was
pazned the county seat.The river was called Kennebec by the Indians

/ nand 1t means 3Smake, Also 1n the very early days the Chippewas
‘\*Were known as the OJjibways. At Chengwatana The Indians lived in
»8village there from times unknown. In the early 1500's white
. men ,traders and wanderers lived there with thelr Indian wives,

Y Traveling on the Mississippl, St. Croix and the Sfike,explorers,

A\ missionaries, tradzsrs, lumbzracen and settlers caume in increasing

v=numbers &s soon &8 the treaty was signed wigh the Chippewas at

. Fort Snelling in 1637. They came in cano=s and in bateaus, which

. Were huge row boats manned by several paddlers , and loadsd
I\~ Wwitih supplies and trade goods, in 1343
N After luazpering became big business Elam Greeley bullt a dam
& at Chengwatana to raise the water ten feet higher for sluicing

logs. The rushing floods of water carried the pine logs on tp

~ha

the St. Croix river down to saw mills at Stillwater, In 1354 the

, government road was finished on the east side of Chengwatana,

* It extended from &t, Paul tp Superior, and in 1854 weekly mail
was delivered ., A post office was established a hotel was built
and some log houses put up, and in 1856 a saw mill was built,

An attempt was made to plat the settlement and the name of
Alhambra given to it, But the name was never accep ted . By 1872

& new settlement was made on the west side of Cross Lake on the

Prgsgnt site of Pine City , which then was near the new railroad
and by popular vote became the county seat.
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The o0ld government road followed Indlan trails from Lake
Superior to Fort Snelling. In 1853 starting from guperior the
+railwas widened by & lerge crew of aple-bodied men with axes and
shovels who worked on it for 60 miles to the St. Croex river to

‘meke 1t wide encugh for wagons, In the mean-time CPEWS had been

working on the southern partconnecting it with st. Paul. That
winter three pusineses men Iron superior walked the whole distance
of the road to st. Paul. previocus to that men nad traversed the
trails on Snow shoes and QOg sleds.

The wgber camp was that of John 3oyce at the moutln of
the Snake river, in 1c37. He came from St. LOoui® by boat with
11 men and 6 oxen. But he was forced to apandon the caxp by Chief’
Little Six who came with 200 warriors andé prdered him to go away.
The next year Boyce came back . He paddlec up to the mission at
Lake Pokegama to &ask tpe aid of missionaries, The Rev.AAyer, Ely:
Seymor &and zoutell came down the river with him to meet with
Little Six and finally convinced him that the Chippewas no longer
owned the land through the treaty of 1837. Having recelved the
first allotment from the government the chief was satisfied and
there was no further trouble between him and lumbermen.
ue to the location of the railroad,Pine City gre
on the we ice of tre leke instead of the east side, In 1369
school wes peing teught and it was named District #3. Chengwatiana
was Dist#l and Hinckley was #2., In a few years Chengwatana dec
a ghost town and Pine City pecame & boom town with saw mills
stores, churches, banks and a notel’and other business places,
end court nouse, and in time resort hotels on the lakes.
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