150 DAY Anoka TO JacksonMinn - 180 mites
2-27-41

== DINNER-GAS

ST. PETER

Anoka to Robinsdale on State 10C 17 Miles 17
Jet with US 169 near St.Louis Park-Edina

Park-Edina 1C ¥iles 27
US 169

Shakopee 14 38
Jordan 7 MR 5C
Lo Sueur 23 » 73
Ste Peter e " 35 OANOKA
Mankato iz * 97
Jete with State €0 6 103

State 60 ROBBINSDALE
Lake Crystal 6 109
Madelisa 2 121 EDINA

State 15
Truman 16 137
Fairmont 5 15C

US 16
Jackson 30 18C L JORDAN

STPETER
|
L MANKATO
—
o MADELIA

g-———./\"* FAIRMONT
JACKSON

Route MAP 2ND BN. 125 FA 34 DIV US ARMY



NP DAY Jackson™Minn TO Ciarinpa lowa 237 mites

_2-28-4

DINNER-GAS
CARROLL

ALL ON U.S 71

P JACKSON

MILES

4 CARROLL

3
MILES

HAMUN-—T {
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3RDAY  Ciarinoata. TO Nevaoamo 22 9mices

St - #l ALL ON U.S. 71
DINNER-GAS
INDEPENDENCE ;§/(iLARINDA

s
MIiLES

MARYVILLE

;7 |

.

78 |
MILES;

Wasch St.Joseph: US 71 does {} ST JOSEPH
Not got thru it.

"'\(\PL ATTE
Watch for 71 By Pass around Kensas City '-.__\CITY @
Starts 4 (Four) Miles South of Platte :
City and it is a left turn out of US 71 ‘

PLATTE CITY TC INDEPEDENCE
25 MILES KANSAS &
CITY

INDEPENDENCE

60 71-BY PASS

MILES
-:_-OBUTLER
i
MILES
Route MAP 2NDBN.125 FA 34 DIV. U.S ARMY &
_5NEVADA



4T DAY  NevaoaMa TO  Faverrevicee Ark. | Sbmites

3. 4 ALL ON US 71
DINNER-GAS
NEOSHO /

70
_NEVADA

MiLES— il

JASPER

TCARTHAGE

7
j o

FNEO SHO
i

MILES
5"/<5ANDERSON

Route MAP 2ND BN 125 FA. 34DIV US ARMY



SHDAY  Favertevie TO Mena 148 Mies

3-3-4] ALL ON US. 71
DINNER- GAS
VAN BUREN

IMANSFIELD

:. M-OJ R

~MENA
Route MAP 2NDBNI12SFA 34DIV. US ARMY
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6™ DAY Mina TO SHREVEPORT 179 MILES
S ALL ON US. 71
DINNER-GAS
TEXARKANA
49
MILES
ASHDOWN
TRTEXARK ANA
44
MILES
Lot e R
HOSSTON¢ LA

15 |
MILES |

O DIXIE

By
MILES

SHREVEPORTED

Route MAP 2NDBN 125 FA 34DV USARMY
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=7 DAY  Swreverort To Came Craisorne 146miLes

-5 41 ONUS 71 TO ALEXANDRIA TO CLAIBORNE US 165

DI AL 3 BM

GAS AT
MONTGOMERY

SHREVEPORT

Rate of March US.7i
Open Country 35 HMiles per hour
¥o vohicle %o exceed 40 miles per hour
In city proper 15 Miles per hour _
| In the Camp Claiborne area,speed will y (S 145
| not exceed 30 M.P.H. at any time. et
| Congested Areas:20 M.P.H. No vehicle '

to exceed 25 M.P.H, CAMP CLAIBORNE

Route MAP 2ND BN 125 F.A. U.S. ARMY
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HANCE OF STATIONS .
Hq & Hq CO, 1107th ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

e
Aterchire Englend, 2t 1400 hrs.

i3

44y

Disembarked from Ship SS NY 1640 hrs enroute by rail
to destination,

Arrived new station, Delamere Park Cmnp, Cheshire
England at 0300 hrs.

Departed Delamere Park Camp, Chesghire Eugland, 1400 hrs.
Arrived new station, Delamere Bivouasc Area, Chesghire
Englend.

Departed Delamere Bivouac Area, Cheshive England at
1000 hrs. , .
Arvived new station Westwood Park, Droitwich, Worces—

Depart d {estwood Park, Droitwich, Worcestershire
Englznd et 0830 hrs.
Arrived CTP C1, 1730 hrs.

Departed f om RCRP Cl, 0800 .hrs. e
Boarded ' . 5% ﬁllluaﬂV'lranqnort George W. Goethiéls at
1820 b . -

This unit dey irted UK 2150 hrs.

Thig unit dic >mbarked at Utzh Beach at 1400 hrs.
Arrived at bivouac ares at 2200 his, -

Departed old bivouac area.
Arrived new station 1/2 mi W of Barnev1lle, France &t
023953 at 1730 hrs,. : :

Departed bivouac area 1/2 mi W of Barneville, France at
1400 hrs,.

Arrived at new bivouac area Neufmesnil — : g ml JS
T199862 at 1532 hrs.

Departed Neufmesnll ~1 mi~B:'T16e5592 st 1300 hrs
sprived new location St. Male De La Lande - 1/2 mi SW,
T165592 at 1800 hrs.

Depsrted old area St. Malo De La Lande - 1/2 mi SW,
T165592, at 0800 hrs.
Arrived a new area Tanis, 3/4 mi NE T221063% =2t 1400 hrs,

Departed bivouac srea viec Panis =t 1000 hrs,
Arrived new area Dol-deBretagne 1/2 mi E, 5996028 at
_LlCO hroa

Departed 0ld area vic Dol-de-Bretagne at 1500 hrs,
Arrlvel et new area Cour Poree X823958 st 1615 hrs,.

e



Change of Stations, continued Hg & Hg Co, 1107th Engr (C) Group

18 Aug 44 - Departed old area Cour Poree at 1200 hrs.
18 Aug 44 - Arrived new area Lameur 1 mi SW R522214 at 1915 hrw

23 Aug 44 — Departed old area vic Lameur at 1000 hrs.,
2% Aug 44 - Arrived new ares Kergoueznou 1/4 mi 3W R0O39180 at
1545 hrs, :

28 Sept 44 -~ Departed old bivouac area vic Kergcueanou at 1000 hrs.
28 Sept 44 ~ Arrived Y101765 vic Bois De Soubon at 19350 hrs,

29 Sept 44 -~ Departed old ares vic Bois De Soubon at 1000 hrs.
29 Sept 44 -~ Arrived VROE60085 vic La Loupe at 2000 hrs,

i

30 Sept 44 ~ Departed old bivouac ares at 0900 hrs vic La Loupe

30 Sept 44 — Arrived 6 miles of St. Quentin at 2000 hrs.

1 Oct 44 -~ Departed old bivouac area at 1000 hrs viec St. Quentin,
1 Oct 44 - Arrived at P593%689 vic Houffalize, Belgium at 2150 hrse
4 Oct 44 ~ Departed area vic Houffaliz €, Belblum at 1300 hrg

4 Oct 44

Arrived new station at P703896 vic Vielsalm, Belblum

at 1400 hrs.

18 Dec 44 ~ Departed area vic Vielsalm, P705896 at 1215 hrsag

18 Dec 44 -~ Arrived new station at P4U88”4 vic Amcnines, Belgium at
: 18530 hegey s

I

19 Dec 44 —~ Departed are : vic Amonines, P4 +8874 at 0730 hrs.
19 Dec 44 - Arr;vea new tation vic Pont d4'0ie, P515282, France
at OO s

21 Dec

E

Departed : -2a vic Pont 4! Ole, Prance, P515282 at 1100
3k -
21 Dec 44 - Arrived . a2e¢ 7 sbation Puil ly, France, P17)22O at lbOO hrs,

23 Dec 44 — Departed area Puilly, France P175220, ab 1230 hrs.
2% Dec 4 - Arrivel new station vie Mohimo nt, Belgium, P29619% at
l ,‘}'L)O J.l_l_ Pe i)

24 Dec 44 - Departed alea'v;é Mohimont, Belgium, P296193% at 1500 hrs.
24 Dec 44 -~ Arr;ved new station P138021, LuhPthLlc, France at

30 Dec 44 - Depar+ed area P128021, Laneuville, France at 0830 hrs.
20 Dec &4 - Arrived new station P296193 vic Lohlmhn* Belgium =t
1015 hrs,

1 Jan 45 ~ Departed area vic Mohimont, Belgium, £296¢95 at 1400 hrs.
1 Jan 45 ~ Arrived new station E&66380 vic nbbv, Belgium at 1600 !

1

15 Jan 45 ~ Departed area P166380 vic Auvy, Belgium.
15 Jen 45 — Arrived new station P358568 vic M01rov, Belgiumn,

F s S
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Change of Stations, continued Hg & Hg Co, 1107th Engr (C) Group
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Departed area P358568 vic Moircy, Belgium,
Arrived at new area vic Beho, Belgium, P742817,

Departed area P742817 vic Beho, Belgium, P742817 ot
13500 hrs.
Arrived new station P89Y6832, Steinebruck, Germany.

Deperted area P8968%2, Steinebruck, Germany st 1300 hrs.
Arrived at new station LO64794 Prum, Germany.

Departed ILO64794, Prum, Germany at 1300 hrs. ;
Arrived new stntion 1159805, Budesheim, Germany at 1630
hrs,

Departed area L159805, Biidesheim, Germany, =t 0900 hrs.
Arrived new station 1533941, Virneburg, Germeny at 1400
hrs.

Departed L53%3941, Virneburg, Germany at 0900 hrs,
Arrived —ew station L888617, Riegenroth, Germany at
1600 h:'s

Departe¢d =nreca 1888617, Riegenroth, Germany.
Arriv. - station 19817186, 5t. Goor, Germany.

Departed L9 1718, St. Goar, Germony at 1445 hrs,
Arrived new station MO74742, Lautert, Germany,

Departed zrea 1074742, Lautert, Germany at 1300 hrs.
Arrived new station M243831, Kettenbach, Germany at
1500 hrs,

Departed M242831, Kettenbach, Germany at 0625 hrs,
Arrived new station H223526, Oberaula, Germany at 1800
hrg,.

Departed H223526, Oberaula, Germany at 1300 hrs.
Arrived new station H642657, Gerstungen, Germany at
1630 hrs,

Departed H642657, Gerstungen, Germany at 1500 hrs.,
Arrived at new station H70%702, Herleshausen, Germany
at 1630 hrs.

Departed H703702, Herleshausen, Germany at 0900 hrs.
Arrived new station H990597, Waltershausen, Germany at
1030 hrs,

Departed H990597, Waltershausen, Germany at 1330 hre,

Arrived new station J26753%2, Arnstadt, Germany st 1500
hrs.

-3 ~
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Change of Stations, continued Hq & Hg Co, 1107th Engr (C) Group

i3 Apr 45 ~ Departed J267532, Arnstadt, Germany at 1300 hrs.
13 Apr 45 = Arrived new station J497614, Bad Berka, Germany at.
1500 hrs,

15 Apr 45 -~ Departed J497614, Bad Berka, Germany at 1300 hrs.
15 Apr 45 - Arrived at J717514, Kehla, Germany at 1500 hrs.

16 Apr 45 -~ Departed J717514, .Kahla, Germany at 1230 hrs,
16 Apr 45 - Arrived new station KO42504, deida, Germany at 1400 hrs.

~ 130une 45 ~ Departed KO42504, Weida, Germany at 1400 hrs,
15 ‘June 45 - Arrived new station J695664, Jena, Germany at 1600 hrs,

Al



HEADQUARTERS
1107th ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

UNIT HISTORY

We stood jammcd betwecn decks of a lowly "Hobokcn Ferry™ now
scrving proudly as onc of Unclc Sam's troops shins., It was ncarly
midnight and a canvas had beccn hung at cach cnd of the ferry to fur-
ther hide us from inquisitive oycs. As we churncd up thce Hudson the
lucky oncs pccked around the canvas and atbemptcd to oricnt thom—
sclvcs by the Now York skylinc. After what sccomed an oternibty the boll
in the whecl housc clanged for 'Half Spced', then 'Stop' as we cascd
into thc slip. -

We picked up all our worl ly posscssiong and strugglcd up the
g8 g plank and thcre looming ‘% ~idc us was the huge gray bulk of
shi o with the Majcstic words ' uccn Mary' still disccrnsble bencath
£ <« drab war paint. Ingidc *a _Px-r 8ll was ordcrly confusion as
T ousands of troops waitcd to cmba 'k and as wc waitced Red Cross wo-
m * 3cxrvcd us coffcc, doughnuts, c iocolatc and a fricndly smilce that

W norc than wclcome in this blcal busincss of cmbarkqtion.

About 1:30 AM wc¢ disappcarcd inte the vastncss of what was to be
>u homc for the ncxt weck and procceded to get lost on "A" Dcck, *B"
Doy y "Rcd" arca, "Whitc' Arca and other strange placcs. This was onc
of 1s Majcstics greatcst ships and at all hours of thc day and night
the .oudspcakcr was continually inveding thc most rcmotc corncr of
th:¢ hip saying in clippcd British toncs "Black Out is now in cffcct”
cr ft-tcnant Billingslcy is wantcd in thc Adjutant's "Office'.

— Bcing on a troop ship in & war zonc is a grim and scrious
bus css and wc procccded to lcarn the rulcs and rcgulaticns of Aban-
don-xhip Drill", thc most drcadcd command at sca, and “Air Raid Drill"
whilc sb1ll ticd wup at thc picr in thc North River waiting for the
tidc md whatcver clsc troops always wait for. The British Coloncl in
comw’ nd, talkcd to thc Officcrs later end in typical English fashion
sa 4 we had a "good show" for thc first timec and thcn procccdcé to
t<cll us what to do to mak: it betbter.

About 1600 hours wec backcd out into the river snd slowly gaincd
hcadway downstrcam. Yhere was the Goddess of Liberty was the cry.
through the ship and everyone scurried and squirmed until he got a
last longing look at the o0ld girl as we slid by Bedloe's Island.
Nothing mattered now and except for seeing the submarine nets the
most important question wes food..We had becn on board ship less than
24 hours and had not become accustomed to eating only two meals a day.

¥ is a long stretch from Breakfast at 0800 until Supper at 1700 and
- there was much munching of biscuits and bitter Rritish chocolate be-
tween times.

The North Atlantie in mid-January is not the most enjoysblc
place 0 be and for several days no one was sllowed on deck =nd for
one day all attempts to serve meals were suspcnded. The big ship
tock water in through the promenade deck and several of ths lowexr
corridors were awash. The elevator shafts resembled a small Niagara
and up in the .lounge, tables, chairs, lamps, and everything moveeble
had to be tied down and the few stalwarts up and about relaxed
sprawled unconcernedly on the carpet. One day as Major Hahn stepped
from the elevator the ship gave a particularly violent roll and he,//f’//’
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was swept up by an avalanche of nurses and deposited Spread eagle

fashion at the bottom of the heap of tangled arms and legs with the
muddy water swishing over him. : :

- All days were not stormy and on the better days even the greener
of our companions came up on deck for a while to watch the zig-zag
wake made by the ship at regular intervals or to marvel at Mother
Carry's chickeng, those mysterious sea birds that exist in the land-
less world of mid-ocean who, when tired, can alight on the water to
sleep.

We had our share of ship board rumors emanating usually from
the head but always unmistakably reliable and the latest. Chief
speculation was always our time of arrival and toward the end dis -
cussions of English customs snd money occupied our time.

Our first view of land was the misty Emerald Isle about 1600
hrs and later even the forbidding west coast of Scotland was a re-
assuring sight after the landless days 2t se2. Overhead now were
two -ever-circling RAF Spitfires providing the first air cover for
this Jueen of the Seas. Night came early in this northern latitude
ar1 with the coming of blackout time 2ll went below to conjure up
idet1 of whet the port would be like on the morrow, and to argue
the rroper pronounciztion of Gurock ond Greenock, the probable pcrhs
of droark~tion. :

~ Thet night a party of high officers including It. Gen. George
S« ~*ton Jr ond British Lt. Gen Sir William Thompson come on board
to -.come us to the UK and outline in unmistak-ble terms the Job
2h of us there in preparation for "D" dny, the curtein-rciser to
th 1ltimate victory. ' ~

As we were not scheduled to debark until 1600 hours the next

de , when the blackout was lifted we streamed on deck to view o r-in-
sv Ot harbor filled with more ships and shipping cctivity than most
of as had ever seen:. There were nircraft cirriers, bottle cruisers

d ;,royers, corvettes, landing craft, ocean liners, corgo ships and

1 'y lighters ond tugs 28 far 2s “he eye coull resch. By straining
0.+ eyes we identified a Scotch crstle in the distonce snd were nll

£ oon quoting the proverb ~bou’ if you con't see the hills of the

& %

~'wde bank, it must be rain'~ ~-.d if you con see them it is going
to raines Silly ns it sounds w: thought ourselves nlrecdy veteran

T2 2velers ond competent to di.s .uss any phase of 2 wortime ocecn

¢ ossing.with the certeinty of an expert ~nd deep in our minds wns
tne firm conviction thrt ours_wos the roughest crossing yet mnde, the
Ship having listed to on angle of 34 degrees.

Lfter enviously wctching other troops disembrrk throughout the
day we were more than ready when the call ceme for us to report to
the port unloading door to board the lighter thot was to teke us to
Greenock., As we chugged toward shore in the gnichering gloom and of-
ter one lost offectionate look at the Queen Yavry, all eyes turned
shoreward to ottempt to pick up the detnils of the houses nestled
Shere on the benks of the Clyde. Hére wes a new lond, the first
of many soon to be visited and 2dventure.

2



The dock was not an imposing sight and there among the squat
smokey buildings and piles of naval stores we planted our feet on
good old terra-firma once more. A Sergeant from the R.T.0. was there
to meet us and led us up a winding passageway to the Greenock Rail
Road station where we got our first look at some English rolling
stock, There in the dim light of the station, as we entrained was
enacted a miracle of hospitality. We could hardly believe our eyes
as she came toward us carrying a tray of "sinkers™" but when she smiled
and spoke to us the issue was no longer in doubt. ‘'She was an Ameri-
can Red Cross girl and an American. We appreciated her presence even
more than the refreshments,.

7 Our train contained about 400 officers and men and as we pulled
.t of the station, bound for = e were not guite sure what or where,
we were handed a newspaper wit' _words of welcome by Winston Churchill,
Ye. . this was the U,K of bomts *s, strafings, and four years of war
&« personal sacrifice such a. we had never known =znd as the train
Sirailned up the steep slope our ncies were pressed against the glass
i ' a attempt to see where "Jerry" had blitzed the town back in 1940.
= rubble had been cleared but blccks of gaping cellars gave mute

te iimony to the theroughness of the devastation. We had been cau-
ti 1ed against throwing candy and gum from the cars to the children
bu they were still there and without doubt many a piece was *“thrown
se. eptitiously in response to the shrill cries in that soon to be
far liar "Got any American Goom".

As the wheels clicked off the miles we rolled through the Sty-
gia ight and inside we dozed, played cards or munched a "K" ration.
Abo 2200 hours the train slowed to a stop and we were at Carlisle. .
We zed out on the platforms with our canteen cups and filed through
a 1 e where English women served us coffee with milk and sugar but
the tugar was very scant., The platform was filled with English sol-
dier: who were as much a novelty to us as we were to them. A hooded

sign spelled out N,A.A.F.I. over a door and a few pioneers ventured
within to find the equivalent of our P.X. where for "Thruppence"
cculd be secured an "E,T.0." sandwich (Spam on national wheat bread).
These were our first dealings in English currency and we acted very
unsophisticated and in the eyes of the natives probably very imma-
ture. Perhaps this was what the orientation booklet meant by not
throwing our weight about. We soon learned.

About 0200 hours we arrived at our detraining point, Acton
Bridge Station, Cheshire, and were met by our advanced party Major
McVay and Capt. Harst, We thought we were in the bowels of the earth
it was so dark and as we stumbled to our trucks throught if this is
England, they can keep it. As we drove through the narrow English
country roads we marvelled at the new found prowess of our advanced
party of driving on the left hand side of the road asnd wondered how
1t would feel to take the wheel ourselves. After a few minutes o
ceme to a sentry in a little box by a stone post who passed 5 i
Jelamere Park Camp, our home for the next 4 1/2 months.

Our reception party had cakes, cookies and tes ready for us be-
fore we turned in wearily for a few hours slecp on our first night
in England expecting no less than three air alerts and one parachute
attack before the daylight hours. Such was our attitude on first
arriving.
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With the coming of dawn we awoke to find that our new home was
an English hutted camp supplemented with Amerlo in built Nissen hutse

Our advanced detachment of Major McVay Capt. Harst, M/Sgt Pal-
minteri and. LlI/Sgt Haslam had. arrived at the Firth of Clyde 9 Jan,
Debarked et Greenock, Scotland, 10th Jan, entrained end arrived
at new Station bamp~3ewdley Klddcrmlnotcr. They were there 15 days
before receiving orders to:report to Delamere Park Camp, During
thig period they were treated like step-children. No one knew
where they were to be assigned, whet Base Section was going to supply
us nor could. they obtain any informetion on the scheduled arrival
of our unit about: the Epth,of Ja Likc a bolt from the blue, a
Lieutenant from the 91lst Med Ges Treatment Co., came to sece them and
asked if they could be.rcady to depart in 30 min. for their new
station sbout which they had heard nothing. After checking with
Corps Hq. they left within the hour. :

On arrival at Delamere Park Camp, Cheshire, England they dis~
covered thet, by virtue of: Colonel Hobert's seplorlty, 2 officers
and 2 enllstbd men, numnly our advanced pm ty were commanding a
5,000 man post, lock stock, and barrel. The present camp commander
wouldn't allow them to move: in until he h~d inventoried all the
sunplies, So Maaor McVay signed over fer:the entire camp 1l¢ ss what
thex were living in, two days before our unit arrived end the quarter~
ing perty went to work in: earnest, prepering for our unit.: Meanwhile
they ) ~d made many contacts at Western Base Section in rcg"rds to
pickiig up our unit supplies end 1so the comp cccomodation stores.
Cag- in Long, the District Englneer wes very qolo vl in all initial
det: 1ls ‘of supply and b1¢leu1ng anﬂ proved to be the same throughout
our 1y at Delamere. : 3 3o ;

; Juring our stay at Delamere the supply section of our organ:za~
tic functioned as the Camp Quertermaster in charge of billeting and
ary iging 'parking areas. The camp commander puecedlbg us, through
no 3ult of his own, turned over much of the camp in a run down con-

it » The camp was overcrowded as the housing capac1ty of each
bu ding was usually increased and under the British system officers
we : billeted outside of the camp. British sergeants were billeted
i ==parate quarters in one part of the camp and the initial camp
d 't lend itself to any systematic billeting of our forces with
a 1 types and sites of organizatio s arriving at unexpected times,

Ti e stay of most units was verv bv.ief but before we left we had

unlr 3 occupying nearly the euw. .e¢ camp. ' The British scale for fur- °
n <

Ce

i'lznq kitchen equipment was c "nsiderably lower than ours and con-
J'iered inacdequate. However, &2 arran¢=ment was made with Capt.
M307, Britigh Officer in Charqe~0f Barra cs at Chester whereby
a<Citicnal kitchen equipment was obtained comparsble with the U=
grading of the camp capacity. There were many sump+y difficulties °
,c{b certainly none through lack of cooperaclon by the British ox
cur own supply agencies. Gasoline w short and rationed, units
:re required to travel from 50 to BC miles in crder %o get thei
“wJLPmEDt and then rerely if ever did they get' their total ?Ltqo"»
izabion. -The Rayal Englneer and Royal Army Serwvice Corps were very
cooperative and cordial and whenever it was in eny way pos sible Hhey
gave us what we. wanted, In as much as Colonel Hobart was' r__aarily
concerned with the training and equipning of the tactical units of
the Group which were scattered in many camps at considerable dig—
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tances from Delamere the internal management of the camp was made
the responsibility of Lt. Col. Clark, Group Executive Officer, with
/4 John Krafchik to assist with theadministrative details and re-—
ports required of the camp,. '

As has been previously stated there was ample room for improve-
ment in the camp and during the time we were there the following
programs or projects were organiwzecd, carried on and completed: All
“he streets in the camp were named in typical American feshion and
signs posted; the area around Camp Hq was seecded and landscaped; :
a weekly program of street cleaning started and 2 major grading proj-
¢t converted a dump into a motor park for 200 vehicles; camp incin-
erators for burnable trash were cleaned and operated; and arrange-—
ments concluded with the British to dump 21l tin cans directly into
a~zoods wagon at Cuddington Btxtion which wes removed weekly, all
i*ichens were repainted and cleined and specisl construction carried
out to prevent soot coming back “nto kitchens through ventilators:
the entire system of guard was ‘evised and the gusrd house cleaned
ar £ new bunks installed; & svtoes building was converbed t
station and as the British Fire Seizeant was withdrawn crew i
&' ug units were trained zand placed on duty for & week 2% a2 time
n .y mnscheduled drills held weekly; the sewage disposal system
retl'.red constant supervision and inspection and as a result theé
precadure for skimming grease traps was revised and several new ones
ingtilled; the solid fuel situation was kept under strict regulation
and: \fter reconstructing storage bins, correcting initial inventories
and rhysical rearrangement of stock piles of coal .rd coke were made
our: ¢amp was one of the few that was able to operate within the pre-—
scribod allowances and during one month even furnished coal from our
quota to another comp. In the entire matter of so0lid fuels which
were s\pplied by the British the most cordial and mutually helpful
relat -wnship was maintained with Mr. Donovan, a2 civilian, in the Ches-
ter J'fice of the R.A,S.C. His advice proved valusblc on many occa—
sions. Contacts were made and a barber shop was sct up on the post
opcreting two days per week, Country roads bounding camp were wi-
dened to permit two way traffic of heavy engineer vehicles and all
fences rebuilt, Throughout this entire period much of the work of
impcovement would heve been impossible but for the cooperation of M.
Evans, the Clerk of the Works. He worked hand and glove with us
and cooperation could not have been better. One of the most serious
problems was that of garbage removal and constant inspection of the
returned cans and checking of collection schedules by the civilian
contracter were maintained st all times as the British standard was
not zlways up to American standards.

W <

. USO and motion pictures shows were arranged for the benefit of
all camp personnel. ;

: All of the above was possible only because the helpful coopera-
thD.Of the units stationed at Delamere Park Csmp as there were no
station complement troops of any sort available “cr these debailse

Around Delamere Park, Cheshire, the absence of a Catkolic
church in the neighborhood worked a hsrdship on Cetholic psrishioners
especiglly with the gtrict rationing of tetrol (gasoline to us),
After proper consideration of security measures, arrangements were
completed whereby the neighboring civilians were permiftted to enter
cemp and attend the regular Sunday lass conducted by Chaplain Savage.
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This was very much appreciatéd.

Shortly after the unit's arrival in the United Kingdom Capt.
John MeCormack, Intelligence Officer of the 1%Zth Cheshire Bn of the
Home Guard contacted Major Troy, Group S-2. Tarough this liaison,
mutual security plans were established and cocrdircted between this
unit and the British authorities in the area., Tue defensive plans
of the Home Guard were mcde known and a defense pl:n of our own
. formulated to work in conjunction with theirs.

Through Capt. McCormack, we were able to obtain maps of the
surrounding country and the training areas used by this Home Guard
unit were placed at our disposal.

Capt. McCormack was also instrumental in obtaining for us soume
first hand information on the English Civil Defense setup. Capt.
Robert C. Dewhurst, in charge of air raid wardens in the sector,
came over and lectured the entire unit on. the origin, progress and
operation. of the Air Raid Warden service and its relationship and
coordination with the Home Guard and police. : :

; The cooperation encountered with this British agency was mutu-
ally »veneficial in maintaining security measurc¢s and in obtaining
the raximum benefit of existing training facilities.,

Liaison was also carried on with units of %the R.A.F. observa—
tioi-nd reconnaissance schools through Capt. Kaplan, Asst., S-2 of
this crganization. The R.A.F, helped greatly in the training of
both officers and men of the 1107th Engr (C) Group, in air-ground
work anid aerial reconnaissance. _

Through the efforts of S/L Morris, Major Dacre, Capt. Bogley,
F/L Nelson, of the R.A.F., this orgenization was =ble to have all
officers participate in aerial flights. These flights constituted
eny . neer eerial reconnaissance over Bridge sites, comouflege areas,
an i throughout the entire training area allotted the 1107th Engr
C. 'Jup, In addition RAF observation persornel were sent over aress
wYere engineer trodops were knovm to be engaging in nmilitary con—
s ruction on bridging training and told to report type of activities
b *ng engaged in. _
The enlisted men of the group were given valuable training
ir combined air-ground panel code signalling. The RAF sent. recon-
naissence planes over these troops and cooperzted in all phases of
this operation. - :

: ?he slightest request of this organizasion upon the RAF was
immediately granted, without any long preamble or necessity of red
tapes No duplication of effort at any time was experienced.

Operations snd training lisison was carried on while this unit
was 1n the U,K, with the A,D. Claims Office of the British Govern-
ment both in Chester, Cheshire, and Droitwich, Worcestershire in
gecuring training and bridge ejtes for the use of this H;’;I.’S, and
attached 1mits. '
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- Cooperation of this British agency-was excellent. When a re~
quest for a site was made, this agency immediately sent out a rep-
resentative to check on the availability of the propsosed site and
gave full assistance on securing or setting up the site.  On several
occesiong, where there wes no doubt as to the availability of the
site for the purpose requested, immediate "verbal- pcrmission to use
the site was granted without awaiting the drrival of any orders.

Ko duplication of effort was expcrienced,

Three enlisted men from our Hq Co put on ¢ demonstration for the
Civil Defense unit of the Norley District to ensble them to dis-
tinguish between a German parachttist and an American soldier. This
unit was charged with the responsibility for rounding up parachutists
and did not want to mistekc our people for "Jerry". Cpl. Ferguson
acted as the model and Sgt. M.rks explained in detail each item of
clothing and equipment including the full-ficld pack, gas mask snd
Carbine M-l., Much was gained "= the members of this unit had thought
th: U.S. and German helmet to je similar bubt after a comparison were
8- <e to note the difference -afd recognizc each for what it was.

One of the major projects of the Group while¢ stationed zt Dela—
m . -Park Cemp, Cheshire was conducting a mine and booby trap school
T Eighth Corps. -The school lastea for one month .snd approximately
118y men were trained every four days. Some courscs were for Of-
ficsrs and others for N.C.O.'s. ' L

Capt. Carmon C. Grcer organized the schocl for the Group, Other
Group personnel teaching in the school were Cept. ®B. Harst, T/Sgt
Brnsh, T/8Sgt Wells, and Sgt. Bruck, Lt. Sol, Kaplan was in charge
of edministration and billcting. The school used one other officer
cn th* teaching staff, For two weeks it was Lt, Simonetti from the
2116* Engr L. Pon Co. and for the last two weeks the officer was Lt.
Thomn)son from the 44th Engr C Bn. e =

There were no serious casualtiecs during the course of instruc~—
tion,. elthough the majority of students in the school were from non-
engincer units and had never seen or handled any of the firing de-
vices or mines prior to this timc. Classes were given in =11 the
latest methods of mining snd booby trapping, demolition, and various
types of mines used by the cnemy. ILive mines were used throughout
the instructiog,  There were thrce problems for cach class that were
conducted late in the lovely wet English nights. :

The success of this school was due not only to the careful pre-
p-.ration of the schedules and meterial by all instructors but to the
cnergy of Capt. Greecr in either securing samples or having constructed
modcls of the AP and AT mines thet were used in the school. Capt.
Greer received a commendation from the CG, VIITI Corps for his ex~-
cellent work as a result of reports received by the CG from Command-
ing Officers of units sending students tc the school. :

All was not work at Delamcre Park and it soon becane apparent
Go all in the Group that the so~called English rescrve was a thin
veneer beneath which was a whole-hearted spirit of fiviendliness
and a burning desire to make our stay in the U.K, geplezsant as
possible with the facilities that were at their disposal efter four
years of war. We were invited to very pleasant teas and socisl

e



TS

events of all kinds and iron clad promises exacted of us to retirn
sgain end again.

We could not write of our sty in England without devoting a.
paragraph to the bicycle that is part and parcel of the English war—
time way of life. We cursed them when driving in our jeeps, especia.-
ly at night, and blessed them as a handy way of getting eround camp
and out into the really lovely Cheshire countryside as spring burst
forth into early summer. Of course, they were English bicycles that
we had with the brskes on front and rear which operated from the
handle-bar and many an American "G.I.”" found %o his dismey that his
seat was not 2s solid as he thought especially sfter riding home from
the Blue Cap Inn after partaking of a2 few"mild or bitters".

Healthy males were as much in demand in Chegliire as they are in
the U.S.A. and our attendance was as much in demsnd at the A.T.S.
dances in Chester, as they were at the local affairs of Weaverham,
Norley, etc. Needless to say this show of sincere hospitality was
indeed appreciated as the time since leaving home lenghtened from
days into weeks snd into months and the shadow of the ever impending
"D" Day became stronger.

The list would be too long to mention all the grand people af
Chesldire who madeour stay at Delamere so enjoyable buf surely we can-
not - yverlook Capt. and Mrs. George Wilbraham affecticnately known as

the 'Bertha and Squire", whose ancestral home was Delamere Park, and
whcse new home Delamere Manor was always open GO Us. '

We had a date with the future to mzke history so when the order
came  to move to Westwdmd Park, near Droitwich, Worcestershire on
the 26th of May we were happy to be on our way toward the continent.
but sorry to leave Delamereg.

It.Col,Clark and Mejor McVay had left with an advance party on
tl¢ 25th of May and when the main body arrived at Westwood Park af-
t ™ a rainy trip they found hot sh-wers, a hot meal, and bunks
w._iing for them. This cemp was on 2 much smaller scele than Dela-.
rare and onlythe kitchens, messhalls, showers and dispensary were
«f permanent construction and ell.living querters for Officers =nd
Ite. _were pyramidal tents anég c¢envas cots. The camp was situsted
on the estate of Lord Doverdal: and overlocked 2 beautiful lake.
Little did we realize what eleseancc this was at the time. We were
trie first using unit and found the ususl faults with rush construc-
Sion jobs. The water mains hwd been laid under rogds top neer the
surface 2nd were broken by truck traffic. The woater tank hed no
top ard bird waste ond trash from necrby trees coused contamination
go that it weas necessary to chlorinnte 21l drinking water until the
tanks and piping system were cleszned., No coatrnctor could bc se-
cured by the British for removzl of humen feces from the honey-buc=
kets and this odious detnil had to be pcrformed doily by members
of the command when the time could have been uged to better advan-
tages training and checking new equipment., The grbage contractor
was unrelinsble and uncooperative., The R.A.S.C. persognel rcsponsible
for helping us were coopcerntive but “the Royal Engineers were of
little or no help and mnde few aottempts to help us remedy any of the
above conditions t~nd others that came up. As ot Delamere, in West-
wood we were in chorge of the East Comp but since most of the
other occupying units were olso part of
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the Group, supervision and control was easier and more direct.

One of our main tasks again was the running of a mine school
for Third United States Army. The school was sebt up and run on simi-
lar lines as the one for Eighth Corps. This school was for twe weeks
and the classes lasted five days each., The students for two classes
of approximately fifty each were drawn from XI1 a=ud XV Corps units.

While at Droitwich units under the Group for training and check-
ing new equipment built three bridges in the towa of Droitwich,
through the courtesy of Mayor Platts in meking Gtie ‘sites available.

These bridges were of the rustic type and designed by T/Sgt Ko-
nikoff, Group Bridge Designer. Under the supervision of }M/8gt
Gzether, Group Construction Foreman, they also removed two sets of
neavy canal gates to facilitate drainage and improve a municipal park.
+he gates were old and water logged and it would have been impossible
to remove them without engineer.wquipment.

Droitwich was a progressive tcwn under Mayor Plattfs leadership
anl meny civic events took place in which we cooperated by furnish-
ing-.etails of men for parades and equipment from the 632nd Engr Lt.
qtxpe. Co., for display purposes. .

A Royal Army Pay Corps unit here under the command of Lt. Col.
H.E. Warr assisted us in many small ways and invited us to many of
thelir variety shows and dances. We found the Officers and men of
tiis unit very friendly and helpful and they did much to make our
short stay in Droitwich pleasant,

The procession of events was accelerated by the invasion of Nor-
mandy 02 June 6th and from then on it only becme z question of when
we wolld be called to the Marshalling area. Our ecuipment nriority
became the best and we proceeded with the supply and administrative
reports required. Our attached units were in tlhc came phase and
equipp:ng was the order of the day because no onc krnew when the call .
to the port would come,

%F-lihe with thig equipping phase,:-a ten man bteam of Officers and
men from the Group including Lt. Col. Clark, Msjor licVay and Capt.
Lew1s.aourneyed up to Hull, England and spent the better part of a
week inspecting, advising on the serviceability, and helping the units
oﬁLthe 2d_French Armored Division, which were completely equipped

wilth American equipment, get straightened out before submitting the
Fhe'Sﬂortagé 1ists and requisitions required in P,0.M. Many amusing
incidents grew out of the language difficulties but we were very
favorably impresced with the care they took of what they had and the
.Seriousness and workmanlike manner in which they approsched their job,
Tnlg organization under General Le Clerc had alrendy mede history by
the;r dash across North Africa to take the Germansin the rear in Tu-
nisia and.was soon to add further glory to the name by being the first:
Allied unit to enter Paris and later Strasbourg on the Rhine,

M@ny‘of our men ia the attached units were attending schools
throughout this period. The Enginear Bridge Schocl at Wallingfoxrd

- A 4 a2 . o o >
gghiucieo courses in Camouflage, Bailey Bridge Construction, Conshruc-
ion of Snake M-1 and others at which we had proper representation,
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Various traveling teams came to Westwood end classes were arranged
in the "Dinah"; non-metallic mine detector, intelligence and cam~-
ouflage technique for all group units.

The British ran a school for PAD, (Pascive Air Defense), ‘%o
train their own civilian personnel, which was made available for
training Incident Officers of the Amarican Army. [his officer was to
be the Unit S-3% and therefere Major Hohn attended the course, ' ¥n
this school, they gave to us the benefits of t1c¢ii experiences in
the art of defense agaiust robot bombs, air rcids, and artillery.
Altho gh called passive because there is no actilvity directed against
the enemy, the actual work of passive air défense is very active in
itself, It includes the contrel and coordinstion of the rescue squads
both light and heavy, ambulances, fire fightinug units, and utiiity
repair and maintenance. Although all these things didn't apply to
the military, it engble us to understand what. is required all along
the line, and as such, be able to do a better Jjob in our capacity
when the time comeg. 'The zchool included many deronstrative prob-
lems, and interesting lectures on experiences from pcople actively
engaged in this work,

In addition to the PAD school, the British also ran schools for
the light end heavy rescue squads, in order that the men doing the
actual work could learn the best methods, and what was expected of
them. Quotas at these schools were made available to all our units,
down Tt Ghe companies in order that all units would have roperly
trained persennnel,

Throughout, the spirit was one of complete cooperation, znd a
great deal was gained from thesé schools. ;

During the entire time in England Protestant Churches were
thrown open for our use and urgent invitations cime to us to fill
pulpit engagements at various places which we were glad to do. The
British clergy, civilien as well as.militery, wore cnger to ¢xchenge
serv_ces. On two different occasions, allied scivices were held in
which all nations who had military pei:sonnel near »t hend perticis °
psieds In Droitwich, Worcestershirc, the Toc~- club for Allied
Pex, canel gave us 2 fine reception in two servii:cs of worship
followed by musical concerts by ™/5 Harry Lock :nd Pfc Newman. Also,
here in Droitwich, we were able to mcke the scqusintrnce of the Rev.
Drs D, Teit Patterson who, in the lest war was the Deputy Chief of
Ckaplains of the Britigh Torces znd who is now the Honorory “haplain
of the British Army. . He gave us every support possible in meintain-
ing our religious program while we were ststioned there., Mention
. ghould also be made of the Rev. Arthur Grey, a divinity student and
a . member of the British forces who, on two different occasions came
©0 our camp and led our services of worship. IHe also served as pia-
nist for our vocalists, :

b T2

1t was through the efforts of people like Dr, Patterson and ia-
yor F&a?ts that our stay in Droitwich was very pleasant. At Platt‘®s
suggesvlon as many of us as possible investigated the mysteries of
the brine baths for which Droitwich Spa is famous and although we
didn't feel as weak on coming out as custom said we should we ex—
Perienced other phenomenon such as scaling salt off varioug pearts
of our anatomy for days afterward.
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Irips were arranged end as many men who desired made the trip %o
Stratford-ou-Avon to view the Anne Hatheway Cottage, other Shakes-
pearean Museums and to attend a Shakespearean Play at the beautiful
new thester on the banks of the river.

Ag June slid into July our departure became more imminent
the tempo of preparations increased., By the time that we actually
left for the Marshalling Area everything wss ready and our supply
shortage amounted to only a few non—essential minor items,

The trip to the Marsghalling area was uneventful and after check-
ing in at RCRP No. 1 and being guided to the place where our vehicles
were to be left we dismounted and hiked through the grounds of Lord
Mountbatten's Castle to our more frugasl quarbers., Here we met Maj or
Hghn, Capt. Harst and the balance of our men who had ncved from Droit-
wich to the Marshalling area by —ail as we did not have sufficient
Gransportation to move the Group equipment and all personnel. They
hea” drawn our PX rations, anti-seasick pills, and vomit bags, insect
pcwder and enough other things so that no one knew where or how he
wds going to carry everything. People were offering to give cartons
of cigarettes away and there were no takers. e changed our noney
from the now familiar English 10-shilling and Pound notes o the new
French currency. Little did we realize then how few opportunities
there would be in France for spending money. We all drew our besic
load of ammunition and loaded our clips and weapons becsuse we didn't
know when the call to the ship would come. The personnel for this
camp was British and did their best to make our stay tolerable.

The next morning about 0700 as we were washing, & messenger came
with the word that we were to move out as soen sfter breakfast as
possivle. e were on the road by shortly after 0800 hours and by
0930 had passed through Southampton with a military escort and were
on the dock waiting for our vehicles to be loaded. The army Crews
doing the loading were experts and by 1600 all vehicles were stowed
away and we were on board ready to sail as scheduled, As the time
bagsed and nothing happened and as other ships of the convoy began
puliing downstream we began to sense that something wag wrong and it
certainly was.

The ship was the George W. Goethals, a libecrty ship, commanded
by Captain Pederson. The trouble was that the First Mate and a key
member of the crew were AWOL plus the fact that two other members
of the d@ck crew were out of action, one in the hospital, the other
drunk and in jail as the result of a fight that morning. We had to
clear. the deck to permit another ship to load but we went no farther
than 1/2 mile downstream where we anchored for “three days. IHere was
"a ship loaded with the sincws of war being held up by a few slackers
who were waxing rich on the wages of war and the skipper hamstrung
by union meddling and regulations owing to the fact that the ship
was in port and not on the high scas. After threc days of promises
and bickering via the ship's radio had availed nothing the troop
commander ordered that he be taken ashore =nd the situstion repcr ted
to the highest authorities if necessary. The next day we pulled
anchor and steamed to the convoy rendez-vous nesr the Isle of Wight
without the missing crewmen but with two substitute deck hands.
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That night under conditions of lowering fog we weighed anchor again

for Utah Beach. The continual sounding of fog horns 2nd whistles

made sleep impossible and several times it was necessary to throw the

engines to Full Speed Astern to avert another ship. At about 0800,
the next morning we were suddenly surrounded by several naval patrol
vessels who hailed our ship and asked our course and destination.
We were lost and no mistake and had ‘we continued much farther we
would Lnve made a new beach-heady; unpremeditated to be sure, in the
vicinity of Le Havre then in German hands. 4

The English Captain gave us a corrected course that would take
us to Kansas Light Ship. The course was 287 degrees and by looking
at the map it will be evident that we weren't where we should have
been. As a parting thought the Captain added "This is an unswept’
channel. We .all looked &t one another and szid, "Is this it"?

Luckily we hit nothing as small but lethal as a mine but did -
ram an L.S5.T. on the way to the beach springing the bow plates of
the George W. Goethals., As preparations got under way for disem= .
barking we warmed another *C" ration in the hot water barrels on
deck not knowing when we would eat a hot meal agzim. We. could hear
the distant booming of the big guns and as we rode at anchor in the
choppy sea the silver barrage balloons bobbing above each vegsel
and the wretkage of the half sunken ships served to further remind
us that.at last we were nearing action and thst ab this point on
"JO" Day a terrific struggle had been fought. "This was it"..
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HEADQUARTERS
1107TH ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

AFTEZR ACTION REPORT

Fourteen officers and thirty-five men of the 1107th Engineer Combat
Group arrived off Utah Beach on the Liberty Ship George W. Goethals
17 July 1944. Half of the organization disembarked that night, and
under the command of Major F.C. McVay went to the assembly area.
Colonel Hobart and the rest of the officers and men arrived on the
beach the following morning.  %hey reached the assembly area at 1600.

Orders were received from the ®th Special Brigade, at this time,
for the unit to be prepared to move out in convoy with three other
units for Bricquebec: There a guide would meset the group and lead
it to the bivouac area. 2

Prior to sailing acrossthe English Channel and before leaving .
the staging area the Group was divided so that 32 EM under the com-
mgnd of Major I.H. Hahn and Lt. Harst would travel by train to the
embarkation point. 'This was because the Group lacked organic trans—
portation for its personnel.

In the Channel crossin: the ship which carried the men with
Colonel Hobart lost its place in the convoy. It was halted by an
English destroyer as the fog lifted and the Captain told tha% he was
heading in the general direction of LeHavre. 'When he asked for di-
rections to the Kansas Light Ship he was given a bearing that changal
the course of the ship 28% degrees. On the way to the Kansas Light
Ship the George W, Goethals was rammed by an L3T. Minor damage was
suffered by both ships; no one was injured.

No unusual incidents occured to Major Hahn and his men on their
crossing. But on reaching the beach there was no transportation
awaiting them and they marched nine miles to the assembly area.

diembers of the Group with Colonel Hobart arrived at the new
bivouac area, 1/2 mile West of Barneville, france T023953, at 1730.
At 2000 the Group Commander received orderd attaching the 11C7th
to XV Corps. :

Major Hahn, Lt. Harst and the EM with them arrived 19 July 1944
at 1730B.

About 0900 19 July 1944 Colonzl Hobart, Lt. Col. Clark, Major
Ircy and Major McVay visited Hq, XV Corps Engineer, Orders were
received showing the 608th Engr L. Equip. Co., 513th Engr L. Pon Co.,
and 970th Bngr Maint. Co. were attached to the 1107th Engr C Group
¥hese units were visited that morning by Colonel Hobart, Major Stratte
and Major McVay. '

On the 20th of July the 998th Engr Treadway Bridge Co and the
168th Engr C Bn were attached to the Group.

Information was received from Corps MP's truit a0 spe.fic re-
strictions were on men walking on roads in vicinity of bivouac arazac
However, all houses, villages, and hedges were "off Limits™ to irocps.

' This was rescinded two days later. Five men .Ji0.a various unite had
been killed by booby traps in hedges.
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By 22 July 1944, the Group had made arrangemcnts for the bi-
vouac of troops assigned to it. Also, arrangements had bcen com-
pleted by Major Hahn for a Bailey Bridge training site and by Lt.
Greer for a machine: gun range for all units under Group command,
A%°1930, Colonel Hobart received a telephone message from Colonel
Warner of XV Corps to notify 513th ®ngr L. Pon Co, and 608th BEngr I,
Bouip Co., that they were alerted and were to be ready 1o move on
G3X hours hotice, = ’ :

The following day Ma jor Hahn was contacted by Engr Section of
V. Corps with regard to Mine teem operating vitu Corps. . This team
had 211 latest equipment .and explosives used by the encmy in laying
minegs and’ fixihg booby traps. It was-decided to give 2 dcmonstration
to the different units under Group. Major Hahn and Lt. Blackburn
the officer in charge of the mine team, visited the wnits in the

morning and arranged a schedulec.

_The organization was notified at 1200 that tie 159th fngr C Bn

‘was attached to it. Major McNamzra and the staff Officers of this

battalion'reported to Colonel Hcbart about 1400.

Lt. Col, Clark received a message from Colonel Warer of Corps
the morning of the 24th stating that a jeep belonging to =2n artillery
unit was blown up on 2 road north of the bivousc sres. He asked
for an investigation. Major Troy and Lt. Allen Leplan were Sent
out to get the facts, - % i :

: About 0900 Corps contacted Major Hahn regording = water main

in Barnceville that had been broken by a tank recovery unit. Lt.
Greer, M/Sgt Grether, and T/Sgt Reidelbach from Group and one squsad
of men from the 168th Engry C Bn went into town to make repairs.
These were completed about 1700. Repairs consisted of welding hole
and crack in pipe caused by steel picket of hold-Fest striking pipe.

Major Troy and Tt. Allen Haplan reported.thé men from the Ar-

- tillery unit had been trying to get down to the beéach. They had

Fakén a road through a mine.ficld. - Phe road had not been cloured.
They realized this once they were in the ficld ~nd sSopped the jeep
to- investigate and find a way out. One of the Ticutehants stepped’

orn on S-mine. ., The mine exploded killing one officer, wounding two,

and riddeling the jeep.

On the 27th of July Colonel Pohl of Corps cslled Mejor Hehn and
said that the 1107th Z&ngr C Group was to join VIII Corps for duty.
This would  take place that afternoon or the following day. The Group

w2s to be ready to mo¥e on a®two-hour Hotice,

The next day Lt. Uol. Clerk and lajor Troy left for VIII Corps.
They met Colonel Campbell of the Inginecr Scction and were given the
new bivouac location. The unit departed.from their bivduae area at
1400 end arrived at the new-area at-1532. Colaonel Hobart and Major
McVay visited VIII Corps .Ingr Section at1900. . ' e,

: The Group was assignédﬂthe responsibility for the upkeep of roads
in the Corps rear area. Also, mine teams from the combat battalions
would be used for clearing areas; to be used by Corps troops. Four
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Water Points werc to be taken over and eperated by Group battalions.

Mointenaace of roads could have been cxpzdited if Enginecer
Supply Dumps had had asphalt hecating units or t’r cookers on hand.
Lack of these limitcd amount of work that coul bu done. Also,_
tar patching of holcs wzs not satisfactory becausc of heavy equipment
being moved. It was found that = cut-back 28D. lt was much betterr
for this road msintenance, 3t was Colonel Hobart's idea that thess
supplies should be kept in stocke.

The Group, and units under it, was bivounced in vigipity of La
Haye du Puits. The net work of roads in this er.n was belng gsud by
Corps =and Army to move up troops in preparation for the attack and
breakthrough above Coutancces. The rcads wers in falr vhgpv, but
hsavy equipment moving 2ll the time kept repair crews busy. The
Germans had mined the country extensively aand all areas used by our
troops had to be checked thoroughly. The result of good training
showed immediately. S-mines, Schu mines, snd standard Germen teller
mines weres removed without any casualties. : 3

One of the road repair crews from the 159th &ngr Combat #n had
two men killed and two injured. They had to step off the rozd when
two large trucks were passing cach other. Onc of the men legned in-
to the hedge and set off a trip wire attached to =m S-minc.

Lt. Allen H. Kaplan and nine 2 1/2 ton cargo trucks of the 153th
Engincer C Bn with’ full load of lumber =nd timbor-left the vicinity
of La Haye du Puits on 30 July for the River Sian: 2t the town
of Heugenville to aid the 79th Division in putting e orl@ge ACross
the river. The cargo arrived in time =ftcr bresk-down of two trucks
which were brought in within one hours time. The men and drivers of
the 159th Engr (C) Bn did exceptionally fine driving down the con-
gosted ro~ds of the Norm“ndy Peninsulgesn. - "

At 1530 on the first of August, Corps nou11¢eu Group that the
159th Engr C Bn was relicved of attachment and atitached to Task Force
A. This was the Task Force that swept across ths uoLth of the Bri-

tanny ‘Peninsula after the break-through at Avrancies.

“he following day, 2 August, the 1107th Eng ruuelvou orders to
relieve the 110lst £ngr C Group. Also, the 202nd Engr Bn and the
513 th Engr L. Ponton Co. were attached to the 1107th Engr C Grouo.
The Group and units in its command were to support divisions under
Corps, and keep open lines of cemmunication betwecn diviaion resn
bcundaries and ArmJ forward boundaries.

he Group moved West of Avranches, 3/4 of 2 mile from Tanis.
The road runnlng West from Avranches to Pontorson, N176, was the main
supply line for the 6th Armored Division and tnb 85rd =nd 8th Infan-
Germens to stop the flow of supplics. Snlp:rs were also active in
this ares.

try divisions. At night, it was counstantly strafed =znd bombad by the

The bridge just West of Avranches was a constant target and
hrighly regarded mllltarj objective for the Luf Wa_I\n 14 wss fuc
connecting link between the Normandy and Bricanay I:aniasulia was

the point for which the German Seventh Army was sup pud@d to be driv-
o
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ing when encircled,aﬁd'trapped by General Patton's and General Brad-
ley's forces. : '

Division engineers had put a treadway bridge below the main high- .
way bridge in case it was knocked out.

The 202rd Engr C Bn was bivouaced in the vicinity of the bridge
and one company was kept alerted to assist elements from the 513%h
Zngr L Pon Co in consiruction of a Class 70 Bailey bridge in case the
bridge was demolished.

During one of the raids a bomb dropped in the 202nd Engr C Bn .
area. Lt. Col. Unger, Capt. Gross, and Lt. True were wounGed along
with eight EM. One of the men died in the hospital after evacuation
from the company area. *

Prior to the movement of Group in this area the German planes
had been dropping flares then lining up the bridge with a tall brick
factory chimney in order to make the bembing run. T/Sgt Ernst and de-
molition crew from Group blew the chimney after Group had received
sermission from Corps to do this job. The Germans never did succeed
in knocking out the bridge. :

Between 4 August 1944 and 8 August 1944 Corps assigned Group the
road network between Route A snd Route C (Exclusive of C) to reconn=-
oiter and maintain. ' :

Major Troy and Lt. A.E.Kaplan, S2 and Ass't 52, did most of the
reconnaissance work. : :

Enemy activity was limited to snipers in the day time and short
air raids at night. Snipers were especially active around water points
A machine gun crew with the assistance of the Free French killed 11
German snipers at one WP operated by the 168th 2ngr C Bn during this
period. The Group bivouac area was fired into on two successive
occasions. No casualties resulted. Patrols led by Major Hahn and Lt.
Greer failed to find any of the saipers. T/Sgt Reidelbach and Cpl
ferguson killed one at a WP the next day. :

The battalions, and the 513th Engr L Pon Co built several Bailey

bridges. They widened and strengthened other bridges put in by div-
ision Engineers. s i »

Wrecked equipment was cleared off the roads by the IEngineers
and numerous road blocks were blown. General George Patton stopped .
qhere one squad was removing a road block and complimented Colonel
Hobart, who had come up to inspect the work, on the job the fngineers
were doing. ’ : &

L On the 8th of August Colonel Winslow of Corgs :ove Verbal ovders
50 Colonel Hobart changing boundaries from Routc G to Iowete B end

ordered that extensive reconnaissance be made.

; Colonel Hobart, Lt. Greer, Sgt. Marks and Col. Crockett made
first reconnaissance to St. Caradec. There it was decided to Nt in
Bailey bridge in addition to treadway elready in, A lieutenant £Xo7
Igiegoznd Engr C Bn was killed by snipers on this scme route two (&Y8
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Lt. Col. Clark with M/Sgt Crether and T/Sgt Reidelbach in one
jeep and another jeep with EM for securiti made a reconnaissance to
Huelgoat. Colonel Hobart, Major Troy and Lt. Greer went to St.Brieuc '
to determine guard necessary for key railroad bridge. Lt. A. Kaplan
and two Sgts., Bruck and Wells, from S2 department did thorough re-
connaissance of gecondary roads to be used for by-passes.

This work was carried on while the 1107th Engr (C) Group was in
the vicinity of Dinan. : :

Lt. HEarst, Liason Officer between Group and Corps, phoned on the
17th of August that German Rrisoners were to be picked up at Corps
area. They would give information regarding mine fields laid in de -
fense of Dinard and St. Malo. Lt. Greer, Sgt Bruck and .draftsman with
security squad from the 168th Engr C Bn picked up prisoners and pro-
ceeded to mine fields. The location of approximately 4,000 S-mines
was sketched. Sketches were later turned over to Corps ZEngincer.

On the 17th of August, Group was given the job of making a re-
connaissance and repair of air field near Morlaix. Air field was to
be made ready at once for use by fighter bombers who would support
VIII Corps in the attack on Brest. ¢

Major Brennan of the 168%h Engr C Bn made the recconnaissance by

alr. He estimated job could be done in maximum of three days provided
material and equipment was available. Lo ;

Group, 168th Engr C Bn, and the 2nd Platoon of the 628th Engr L
Equip Co (attached to Group for this job) moved near Morlaix on the
17th a2nd 18th of August to begin work,

The Germans did an exccllent Job of blowing the reinforced con-
crete runway of the airport. A totzl of 54 craters were blown. The
average width of the eraters was approximately 35 feet. They were
about eight feet deep. When a crater was blown the concrete around
the lip of the crater would be heaved slightly upward. This slight
rise would extend backward for a distance of four to six feet and
make necessary the breaking off of 2ll this concrcte before work on
the fill could be commenced. Two or three of the craters had to be
dug out after their Supposed completion. This was because all of the
wet clay had not been rémoved and the £ill continued to scttle. Every
sixth anti-glider obstacle around the field had an 88mn shell with
firing device ang trip wires attached to it. The Freec French told the
Commanding Officer that the Germans lost. 11 men in fixing these booby.

traps, "A" Company -of the 168th BEngr C Brn removed them without any
casualties.,

The air strip, 1300 yards long, was ready nt 2100 on the 2lst
of August,

During the period the air strip was being fixcd the Group Hg
demolition squad removed geveral road blocks. 7! cse blocks had caused
Wrecks on supply route to new lending beach at $t. lichel. M/Sgt
Grether and T/Sgt Ernst experimentod with variou® methods in remov -
ing blocks made with channzl iron, They developed @ pian by which &
block could be removed in one and a nalf hours. Equipment necded was
2 coupreasor and demolitionds The plan was writion wp and with

sketches submitted to Corps. «



The 202nd Engr C Bn operated water points in the rear area and
meintained Route A from Dinan West to Morlaix. One company was uscd
to guard vital bridge at St. Brieuc.

The 513th Engr L Pon Co was used to move a Corps supply dump to
the vicinity of Carhaix. The rest of the time this unit was held in
reserve. - SR

Colonel Hobart visited Corps the 22nd of August. He was given
boundaries and information concerning the use of the battalions un-
der Group in the attack on Brest. The 1107th Zngr (C) Group was to
support the 8th and 29th Divisicns in addition to maintenance of
supply lines and operation of water points.

The Sroup bivouaced at R0O39180, about 11 miles Worth of Brest in
the vicinity of Kergoueznou. Eggs, French refugees, rain, and the
sound of artillery fire were plentiful. Constant reports of enemy in-
filtration came through, but all the Germans the Group saw was pris-
oners.

Lt. Allen Kaplan discovered, after looking at the G-3 report of
Corps, that he had been a mile inside the enemy lines the day before.
He didn't see any activity but had remarked to his driver on how
guiet everything was.

lMajior Hahn made a reconnaissance where a bridge Had been blown.
It was decided to by-pass the bridge and not repair it.

One company of the 168th Engr (C) Bn was left at Morlaix to
maintain the air-strip. On orders from Corps one mine team from the
company was ordered to an SOS unit in Morlaix to remove booby trans.
These had been set by the Germans in the rear of their offices and
residences to prevent he Free French from making night attacks.

One non-commissioned officer lost his foot removing these traps
when he stepped on a new type of. mine. It was a concrete bleock about
the size of a brick =snd was filled with a pound of TNT. They were the
same size as real brick used in a flight of steps. The mine had a
Buck type’ ignitor, like those in the lustard Pot., Zighteen mines were
found in one flight of steps. 4

The units supported the division in their work, repaired roads,
cleared mine fields, ran water points, provided security, dug gun
.emplacements, and did various other engineer jobs. German priscners
were sent to Group. They located mine fields which were sketchel ty
a team under Sgt Bruck. They located 40,000 mines in approximately .
four miles. The Group als¢ learned for the first time that the Ger-
mans had a machine to lay their Holtz mine. In one field a Sgh.
stepped on an S-mine. The propellant charge kicked it out of the
ground and it hit a man on the cheek as it went up in the zir, but it
failed to go off.

~ On the 5th of September Group and the units under Group were
relieved from assignment to 3rd Army and were assigned to 9th Army.
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A shell from an 88mm gun and a jeep with an officer and two
EM from the 168%h Engr C Bn .rrived at the same spot on 2 road nsar
St. Rennin. All the men were killed.

The 8th Division was pulled out and sent to clean up resistance
on the Crozon Peninsula,

One company of the 202nd Engr C Bn was atteched to this Division.
The Engineers were used to build an entirely new road because it was
known thet the existing road wac zeroed in by enemy srtillery, This
enabled them to fire at any point at any time on the rozd when the-~
expected troop mcvements. The new road was built and troops were
moved up for the attack without casualties.

Brest appeared about to fall., Corps requested one of the best
mine teams to report to Corps Hq. They were to stand by until the
city fell and then rush to German Hq. with the CIC team. The team
was sent from the 202nd Engr C Bn. This was on the 10th of the
month., <the city fell 18 September 1944 at 1500 hours.

Brest had becen bombed and shelled to rubble. Engineers clearecd
a couple of streets so traffic could move. The 168th Engr C: Bn was
put to work demolishing the walls of several buildings after one wall
had fallen on a truck load of soldiers killing four from another unit.

. Nearly all troops visited the submarine pens and surrounding
hills where resistance had been stiffest. Germans had ample food,
and strong points. They lacked water and medical supplies.

German Marines who were killed by shell fire, or who died
or were wounded on the front line were buried outside the sub pens.
They were sewed in canvas, welghts tied to their feet snd they were
dropped in the water, Some of them were left with one arm outside
thi %anvas. At low tide they could still be seen giving the Nazi
salute.
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After the fall of Brest Group received orders to be vrepared to move by
September 26, Units were ordered to carry as much ammunition, food, B.0.L.
as posgible and were to draw winter clothing and vlankets.

The 1107th and the 168th Engr C Bn with 969th Engr M=int, Co. atchd for
duration of movement moved out in motor convoy 28 Sept. 1944, They were to
travel 533 miles; the journey to take four days; at the end of which they would
Join other units of VIII Corps somewhere in front of the Siegfried line, This
march, by units of VIII Corps, was the longest made by any troops in the Eurcpean
Theatre of Operations, j

While in convoy near Dinan, Brittany, France Major ALf K, Stratte, 0-266098,
MC, by his heroic achievement in connection with a truck fire carned the Bronazc
Star. Major Strattets citation reads as follows:

Hajor ALf K. Stratte, 0266098, Medical Corps, United States irmy, for
heroic achicvement on 28 September 1944 in France. Major Stratte,’near Dinan,
Erittany, France, administered medical attention to the enlistecd personnel
of another unit who had been injured when the truek in which they were rid-
ing caught fire. With complete disregard for the resulting explosions of gas-
oline and ammunition and without consideration for his personal safety, Major
Stratte's actions greatly alleviated the suffering of the cnlistod personnel
injured as a result of the accident. The skill znd disregard for personal
safety displayed by Major Stratte reflect the highest credit upon himsclf and
the militery service. Entered military service from Minnesota.

The Group arrived near Houffalize, Belgium, at 21504 the lst of October,
The weather and country were quite different from that encountered in the
western part of France, It rained or misted continually. The dense woods in
which the Group was bivouaced preventcd sny equipment from drying and gave
everyone a perpetual chill. Although the bivouac ares was on high ground,
roads and trails that led off of the main highways cuickly became impassable,

The 202nd Engr C Bn was left at Brest. The A44th Engr C Bn was attached
to Group 2nd October 194k, Other units which were subsequently attached dur-
ing the month for operations in the new sector were the 527th Engr L Pon Co,
552nd Engr Hv Pon Bn and the 2nd Plstoon of the 628th Engr L. Equip Co. The
Equipment company was later attached to Corps but the 2nd Platoon remained in
support of Group. In order to provide assistance in mainteining Engineer
Equipment in zone of responsitility 1 Off. and 15 men with necessary Shops and
Equipment from the 467th Engr Mzint., Co were placd’'in support of Groun and
located at Gouvy with the Light Equipment Flatoon. The sbatus of the 168th
Engr C Bn, which traveled with the 1107th from Brest, was not changed,

Group's new assignment was the support of the 2nd Divicion which had
a front of approximately 18 miles in ond facing the Siegfried line,
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There was a tremcndous amount of engincering work to be done. Roads were
bad or ncnexistznt as in this area between the Germen and Bclegium frontiers
thc absence of roads was part of the definse plan of both countries. The rain
was constant. Quarries with suitable rock had to be locat-d, opened and oper~
ated; fortifications dug; new roads cupablc. of hendling heavy traffic had to
be built; sawmills operated; snow plows constructed, and a plon made for keep—
ing main MSR's clear when show commenced to fall.

Beceugze of the continuous bad weather end the prospecis of morc to coine,
Corps gave orders that 2ll units would gZct under cover as soon as possible,
Several reconnaissance parties went forwrrd from Group Headquurters to search
for a suitablc place, Lt. Col. Clark found the best location. It was Chateau
Rencheux near Vielsalm and was large enough to héuse 1l porsonnel in the
Group Hq. The Group moved in 4 Oct 1944, During this entirce phase Gp Hq wes
reception party for new troops of Gp snd loczted billets for all incoming
units, :

Colonel Hobari's decision was to let the 168th Engr C Bn give dircct
support to the 2nd Engineer Bn and let the 44th Engr C Bn take cere of the
reer areca. A boundary was finaily established between the two battelions
running in a North-Bouth direction from St. Vith to Malscheid,

When Croup was assigned to support the 2nd Division, the 2nd Engr were
building a rozd from the top of a mountain, SE of Burg Leuland, to the little.
villege of Heckhuschcid in German territory. This rosd wns necessory to
deliver supplies to artillery Bns, a combat team, and other units fronting
the dragon tecth of the Siegfried line, Company "C" of the 168th Engr C Bn
moved forward and went to work with the 2nd Engincers on the road. They
operated a quarry, hauled rock, dug ditchcs and fought the mud, It wcs a
battle between the engineers and the mud to see if traffic would move or
stend still. The Germans helped the mud in the fight by shell firec, patrols
at night, and the use of rockets. & day seldom passed without rain) but the
road was kept open and traffic moved,

Some of the side roads leading off to the bivounc srcas beceme impassablé.
They were brushed, rocked, and plankcd, and kept open. There was onc stretch
on the main road which was under direct observation of the ¢nemy. Any heavy
traffic brought immediate fire from the ridge occupicd by the Germans., After
an inspection trip on this particular stretch of road Colonel Hobart decided
it could be camouflaged to prevent enemy observation, :

A series of holes 6 ft deep and fifteen apart were dug parallel with
the section of the road under observ:tion. These holes were thirty fest away
from the road toward the enemy. 4 second series of holes were dug at an off
set from the first holes. They were also parallel to the rond but about forty
feet away. : SRV : e
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iedium size pine trees were cut and set in the holes. They were cut
and trimned so the bottom limbs of the tree touched the ground. About
100 trees were placcd in this manner. Altor the Job .ios completed vehi-
cles could pass up and down the road without being observed by the cnemy,
There was no further shelling.

During the ceonstruction of this screen the crew on the earth-auger was
fired upon the afternoon of the first day. From then on nost of the work
was done at night, with thg exception of cutting thc trecs. Comuany "pM
of the 168th Engr C Bn .ith equipment from the 628th Engr were used to do
this screening.  Thnuy started work on the 9th of October and completed the
job on the 13th,

sbout this time Corps secured a crusher from Army and gave it to
Group to opcratc. The crusher was turned over to the i44%th Ingr to operate
as this Bn Lad previous experience and to the 628th Engr Light Equirment Co.
for maintainance, The crusher was put in operation at Stcincbruck. Rock
obtrined ivom it was to be used for patching and stocxpiiing slong liSh!s,.
fifter 3 days operation 2t Steinebruck, the crusher moved back to the vicinty
of Gouvy where it could serve a larger netwark of roads. Opcrétion of the
crusher was tcoken over by the 1128th Engr C Gp, relieving the L4th Engr for
more important work in the forward arecs. Shortage of spare parts ond main-
tainance on this crusher proved a major item in iimiting its output,

The tactical situation was such on the 10th of October that Cerps
decided to esteblish a b-rrier line near the middlc of the forrs sect

This line was to be defended by all troops under Corps if the enemy
attacked and broke through the forward dcfenses.

ilajor Troy and Capt, Kaplan made plans for this line in the 1107th

Engr C Gp aren, Reconnaissance was c:rried out by both Ens and the reconne—
aissance section of Group. Reports were consolidated -nd pians for road
blocks, mine fields, and defensive positions were mnde, i weck of intensive
work was put into preparing the plan. However, Corps was given one more
infantry Division and =n Armored Division 2nd no actusl work was done in the
field because there werc sufficient troops en the front line to prevent the
Germans from mak.ng an effective push. f

One of the major problems in Group srea was mesintainance and repair
of roads. The importsnce and size of this project was expected to increase
when snow started to fall, In the forward srez the 168th Engr was operating
two quarries, one sawaill and using all available men to keep existing roads
in good condition and make new roads passable. : :

Colonel Hobart made repeated attempts to sccwre an entire Engr Bguip~
ment Co. to support the Group as the one Platoon of the 628th Engr was very
inadequate and owing to the urgency of the work servicing schedules often
were postponed to the detriment of the squipment. In addition, a Dump
Truck Co. was asked far several times but could not be furnished, Tt is
recommended that for efficient operation of a Corps, Group in normel oper-—
ations, a minimum of one Light Equipment Co., and onc Dump Truck Co. be
attached, 3

v
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From St.'Vith to the Corps rear boundary six of the main roads were divided
between the 552nd Engr and the 527th Engr. They were to maintain the roads and
at the same time make stockpiles of rock or cinders on steep hills and curves
to combat ice ond snow. his was an cxpodicnt as a Hv Pon Bn lacks the organlc
transportation in 23T Dumps or Cargo!s to carry on road work and both the Lt.
Pon Co and Hv Pon Bn lack sufficient quantities of small pioneer tools to work
their men ‘efficiently. Dxtra tools were borrowed, and trucks in Group juggled
to provide meximum efficiency possiblec.

The 2nd Inf Div decided to occupy a new defensive position and on the
17th of October the Lith Engr was ordered to move their compeny!s forward to
dig emplacements, lay mine fields, and stretch wire for the 23rd Infantry,
The size of the task is shown by the following quantitics of materials used:
5400 1bs assorted neils; 267 rolls of tar paper; 19,075 sand bags; 15 rolls
of chicken wire; 400 rcels of barbed wire; 210 concertinas; 13C0 long pickets;
2560 Anchor pickets; 11,000 rolls of burlaP; 60,716 bd ft of lumber; 63,700
linear ft of timber; ﬁqd 1200 /P mines.,

The efficient construction job done by this Bn is best told in the letter
of commendation it received from Generel Robertson, a commander of the Division
and the endorsement by Guneral Middleton, VIII Corps Comaander. The letter of
endorsemcnt follows;

HEADQU/RTERS 2D INF NTRY DIVISION
APO ,‘{ o U ot et Ly PLIV;Y

4 November 1944.
SUBJECT: Commendation,

THRU: Commanding General, VIII Corps, 4PC #308, U.5. (RMY
Commanding Officer, 1107th Engineer Group.

TO : Commcnding Officer
LLth Engineer Buttalion,
A0 #230, U.S. Army.

1. On 18th October 1944, the 44th Engr Bn was requcested to prepare a
new defensive position for the 23d R.C.T. This task requircd the construction
of 41 machine gun cmpxocbmbnts, 34 Tobrus shelters, 53 squad shelters, 1375
feet of trenches, 7 company command posts, 6 company kitchens, 2 battaiion
command posts, 9,000 yds of tactical wire, and 8,925 ft of mine fields. &
deadline of 1 November 1944 wns set for the job.

2. Mony difficulties were encountered, the two lergest of which were
cneny action and shortage of materisls. In order to avoid casualties, 35% of
the woxk was accomplished at night. When one position was shelled, work did
not stop but units were temporarily shifted to another sitc znd progress con=
tinued. Approximately 392 tons of material were used on tnis task, Supply
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auaps were cet up in rear and_ where possivle prefabricated units were assembled
in rear which speeded up Ur”"rkas and minimized work in shelied arcas,

3. The tesk was completed by the deadiine set, and the combot toam
was gilven more structures and bettor positions than had originslly been re-

qu;stvd, with culy 6 casualties duc to snemy action.

4e It is my plessure to commend this unit for the organizetion, ingcnuity
and efficisncy it displayed on this zssignuent,

Welie LOEERTOON,
dajor Ceneral U.3. irmy
comuanding

WG 201,22 od 1st Ind,
(4 Nov i,.L;)
HEADJU/ K TERS VIII CORPS, 4PO 308, U.S. Army, 9 November 1944,

MY e

T0: OCommanding Officer, 1107th Fngin.er Group, 2P0 230, U.S, lLru

The Corps Comiander notes with plensurc the fine trik ute paid the
Akth Engineer Bzttalion and wishes to add his apprecisztion for their COOPET am
tion znd performance of duty.

By comnznd of Major Genersl MIDDLETON:

The winterization program requircd p5l3 and 21 x 4
lumber and uildiag matiriasls ana ‘_c.d(‘)"' ‘\.chy, o-h, W:s Hepu busy requisition-

ing B:L’Lbnr end fanished lumber,

The first saw miil operated by uni" of this group wos st
168th Engr near the littlc town of Hrid- ngen,  The first l‘ b~ T
from this mill was U.c\d by the 168th “Znzr to plank : ' :

impassable because of mud =nd continuous rain.

h.
C
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There were two changes in urits under the 1107th Engineser
Combat Group during Novémber, Beeausc o ¢xtensive road work,
enc operaticns of saw mills the Croup was given "BY Compaay of
the 202nd Engincer Combat Bu. which is attsched 30 the 1162nd
ingr C Group. Tais cowpanv moved to BEindernauscw in the 11074h

arca 18 November 1944. It wes assigncd ihe task of running one
Saw mill at St. Vith, the maintcnance of two HSR's running North
out of St,., Vith to tho Group Noxrthern bourd::w, =snd thc mainten-
ance of thc MSR uscd bv the artillery units of 2nd Division from
Burg Reuland to Wintcrspelb.

Group lost thc 552nd i“ngr Hv Ponton Co..22 §ov 1944. Road
work thaot had beon donc by ono comprny of this Bn was given to
the 44th Engincer C Ba.

Vith the complction of the defensive positions for thce 2ud
Division, the 44th FEagr C Bn was givcen tho job of profrbricoting
tebles ~md bunks rfor fhc troope of the 2nd Divisicn. There were
200 trbles 12 fect long to build ~nd 809 thrce dccker bunlts.  Tho
design of the table is shovm in Engincer Ficld Mrnucl 5-35, page
134. Tho following modificntions worc made %o Shis design; two
sidc btoards 1" x 6" x 12' worc not vsed in the t-Lle top -nd thc
same size board (used as a battey board) was eliminated from each
seat. This saved lumber and construction time on each unit.

For this work the Battalion took the production end helped
fun a saw mill in Vielsalm. The mill was put on a twentr-four
heur basis after the first week. The civilian enplovees workoed
from seven in the morning until 12 at night snd Lhe Engiieers ran
the'gravevard' shift.

1/Sgt. Grether and Sgt. Bruck from Gp. ¥g., & crew from ihe
44th Engr and three men from the 467th lipintenence Pl. went to
St. Vith and put a demolished mill ir opersiion in five days
time. Thevy installed a new tromnsformér and powsr line, rcbuilt
part of thc band-s.w ccuipment, fixed an cdzor, cut-off sow,

‘and clcared out the debris. The mill wos turncd over to the 44th
wngr ior operation.

Copt. Greer loecnted a small saw mill, stili uncroted, at SPA.
Corps gave instructions to got this mill snd sce if it could be
mede into & portablc outfit It w~s thc usurl oprocedure in erect-

)

ing onc of thesc mills to balt the base to concrote to prevent

the trnd saw from gotting cwut of line and give thoe mochine the

reqguired stabilitv. Two ngw wors were found to mouat the basc.
One w~s by cribbiug with 10" x 10", (sce picturcs 1,2); snothcr
vas by driving piles ond bolt 10" x 10%s to the piles;: -nd uso

this for a basec.

a1 %
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The mill l-cked two eleectric motors, s~ws, cnd beltirg.
lajor MeVey sceeurcd this cguipment in Brusscls.

17/38t Grether with n crxcw from the 44th Engr crected the mill
ond tested it. The mill will be e-~rried br the 628th Ener Tight
Equipment Companv. It is cstimcted the mill e-n bo erectcd ond
put in opcration in threc drve time.

Units under Group were operoting four scovmilis. The 168th Eagr
C Bn was running two, tho 44%h Engr C Bn w-s running on<¢, cnd "B"
Co. of the 202nd En:r C Bn wns running .nc. - Trucks urgently
nceeded for other cngincer work werc bcing uscd for logging. To
alicviate this condition it wes decided to trke the 527th Engr
L Pontcen Co off road mcinten-uec ~nd let it log for cl1l tho mills.
The 527th Engr had 2 erane, pole-typec troilgrs. They did on
officicnt logging job with this eguipment ond kept nll mills sup-
plicd.

At the cnd of the month the mills wcre manufacturing nbout
20,000 board fcet per dav. -

Army tnd Coxps rcqouircments for lumber in Belzium were lorge,
If the Germane h~d tnken the time to s~bot ge the snwvmills during
their retrent the lumber situation would hnve been eriticol. AS
it wes, mony nills were found intnct.

Homever, this Group believes th~t wmore efficient operstion
in the procurement of lumber would be possible if ingineer Dunps
would enxry n good, sm-1ll, Americ'n, port-ble s-~w miil. - It should
be driven b7 o gesoline or Tiesel englne ~néd not depend on elec-
tric power. Onc of these mills would have twice the output of
any mill requisitioned in this arcn. It could beo operated by
. & Comb~t Bn.

The 1st of November Coloncl Hobnrt reeeived perniission from
Corps to construct a bridgc ncross o yailw~y eut on the Bighwey
(N28) to St. Vith. It h-@ becn blowm by the Gormrns. Puilding
cf this bridge would s-ve vehicles using n by-pass 2.2 rilecs long.
This br-pass w-s rouzh ~nd reguircd = piatoon of nen, durmp trucks,
end on R4 at all tinmes to keep it repnircd.

T/Sgt Konikoff of Group drcw plans for tho bridge nnd they
werc submiticd to Corps for ~pprov-l. %ork on the bridge wns
storted by the 44th Bnginccrs 4 November 1944. Thev were han-
pered br rein, snow, ~nd the usu-l bad we~thor end 2180 in using
salveged cquipment.  Thetr story of the coustruction of the bridge,
along with picturcs, is attached os snnex 1 $o0 thig rcport.

Likc 21l other militcyy opcrations n~nd scrvices in Belgiunm
during thc month of Novocnber the w-oter points were troublcd with

T8



BG & HQ CO, 1107TE ZNGINZER COMBAT GROUP

mud. Turn-around roads werc kcpt rockod at ~11 ties ~nd constont
naintononce wes given ther., But the nmud seemed to be bottoinless

ond rocdways -bsorbed humdreds of vards of rock.

The water point ot St. Vith, operatcd by tlhc 168th Engr C Bn,
wns just off the highwry. Trucks could be fillcd while parked on
the shoulder of thc road. Although traffic woas congested at this
point, at tincs, the bonefits goincd in avoiding the rud and the
guick filling of wotcr cams morc thom outweighcé ~nv discdvontnges
caused by onc whv traffic.

It is suggested ir future . opcrntioms cf “7iter points thrt
this practicc of loc-ting WP's nenr hard surfrse ro .ds bc followcd.
It will save wear and tenr of cquiprent on flrost iipossible turn~
arounds r~nd will 2lso make availablec nore ncn nd nntcricls for
more inport-nt work ¢lesewhore.

. _ﬁintorizatign of wator points was startcd 15 Jovember 1944,
+A0TC Was no cqulprient authoriszed for this work. Major LicUrvy ob-
toined permission frorm Ariy to draw onc pyrarid-1 tcert ~nd one
cstove for each unit. ThHis would take cere ¢f =11 the eguipment
except the 3,000 gallon storage tank. There was =lso sufficient
room in the tent for the operators to sleep. After the tents were.
winterized it was estimated the eqguipwent would be protected in
temperature that was 1C degreec ahove 4ero.

Most of the hose is outside the tent ard is drained every
night during cold weather. This precaution is -1lso taken with the
complete unit.

The storage tenks were painted inside and cutoide with wator-
proofing. Then they werc placed on platforms with 2 inch bosrd
flooring, Tanks arc rotated, dricd and repaired cvervy two wecks.
This has inercased the lifc of the tanks aprroximailely 100%. All
first and second echelon maintenance of equipucnt ot the wator.
points is donc by the operators. Theiy big problem with eauipment
has been the carbon thet forms in the head erd srownd the valves
of -the motor. This hus to be cleaued out about overv 10 davs or
75 hours of operstion.

On the 30th of the month ¢ torm of inspeciors from First
Armv consisting of one 0fficer and three non-coms mede on inspection
of Group watcr points.

In compenv with T/3g% Reidelbach, Gronp W.tcor Sergeint, thev
checked points for construction, motor nnlntenrnes, cquipment
maintenance, and H20 quality. T/Sgt Reidelbroh vins commendod Ffor
originality and supcrvision of the w-icr pointal The oYorni) wote
ing br the inspection te-m given to the units w-s cxcellors.

<
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Local 1nbtp1t*nus have s8-id that tho westhexy this fall ond
winter has been the “worst this sceciion of the covntrvy has hod
for the lnst 70 vooxrs, homuvcr, ceniy cnc w~tcxr point has becen

closcd bceausc of flood watcrs. Fhere hrs beon 1litile trouble
with turbity. So far it hﬁs not cxceecded 100 ppm with on sverago
PEof 4.0 ;

The 168th Engincer C Bn hod the toughest ro
fronting eny unit under Group. Henvv traffic, o
limited cquipment, soft ground, ~nd long h-uls te
gove them & job scven dors out of the weck.

«d problcms con-~
nstnt rodn,
suitebic gquarrics

b
v
U

One rozd bec me so bnd there wns no solution but to plonk
it., This rocd lcd to an Artillcrvy Bn and - Combot Teom bivoune
crea tnd CP. It wos between map coordinntes P903769 and P900T69.
From s~wvailcble infermation it is believed this is the longest rond
of this type construcied in this theatre of copcrrtions.

The rond wos two lanc cnd 5,772 fcet long. It rcquired
3,610 planks, sizc 3" x 8" x 12'3 52,000 nails, rnd 5,772 fcot of
doublc curbing. The rond wes storted 26 Octcber cnd traffic wes
turncd over the road 9 November. The curbing wrs finishcd on the
15th of November.

Artillery units required spccisl attention from the 168th
ungl beczuse of the siuc of their cquipments The Bottalion furs’
nished these its with techniccl adviec snd Engincer equipment,
rnd in some instxnces provided lnbor when ccustruction wos 4iffi-
cult. At one timec-thc mud wns s2 bnd nrcound onc Artillery Bivoune
thnt the big guns could not hove been moved if the treticnl situn-
tion had dem~nded it. This problcm wns remecdicd with help from
the Enginears. Sommerfelt track motcerinl wrs uscd. One loyer
wns not su‘flolcnu s0 smnll pine brondes werc piloced on the first
laver and then another layer of sommerfelt wro ploced on the pine
boughs. The rond then hod sufficient berring -nd weuld support
heavv ceguipment. Stecl R.R. rnils were 1nid ~long octh cdgo@
for curbs ond -~1lso to held down the outer cdges of the track.

The. 9th of November rmin turncd to sniw ~nd continued through-
out the night ~md well into the next drwv. It did not stick on
the wet pavement ond roc-ds in the vicinity of Vielsnlm, Salmchotecu,
and southw-rd ~long the highw~v to Bcho. Therc wos o lot of slush
clong the ronds in this rnrca An cxteonsive reconnaissonec wos
not made of all the ro-ds in urcup areo ot this time. It was
essumced thot the rends would 2ll be in similer condition to those
in the imredi-te vieinity of Group Hg.

Hewever, & rcecnnaissance node by Lt. Colonel ulng the
morning of the 10th found thnt rc~ds along the high ground o~nd
ridges west of Vielscln snd nenxy the Group reer boundrry were
in bad condition rnd suew hnd driftcd to such ~n cxtent thnt
traffic wos impedcd. - <ssignments werc mnde t¢ onch unit for con-
stont rond patrols, end werc ~skecd t¢ scnd roports twicc coeh
dey- te<Group Ha. : -
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The rosds fcund blockcd bv snow were immcdintcly ele~red.
Units built snow plow a’trchments for their nrime movers ~nd
wreckers. (Sce picturcs 3 through 8) R4's ~nd D7's werc rigged -
with sled runncr attochments, under the ~rms hclding up the blade,
so thesc machines could be used in cleaning cor meving henvy drifts.
These runners wore built in such = menner as tc hold the blade
nbcut en inch nbove the surfrec of the rondw.y.

On rceonnnissonee potrols during smow thc 527th Engr found
ther could ch»in n 10" x 10" nt rn angle¢ back of . jeep ~nd knock
a lot of slush off of the rsrd ond shouiders.

The Our rivor rcached the flood stoge (S¢e picturc no. 9) on
the 19th of the month. Several bridgcs in ond sround Burg Reulend
were rceported under woter.

On inspcetion it was found th-i a2l of tho vod running ~cross
the valley of the Our, (Sec picture No. 10) just Northenst of
Burg Reuland, wns under watcr. When Enginecrs hrc replocecd o
bridge across this river they hed filled in twe brys of the olg
bridgc with rock to mrke - rcoadwey leeving only cre-third the
normal space for the water to flow under the bridge. In this rc-
naining space thoy had creeted o log exib for connceting two sprns
of the new bridge. This left lcess thrn cenc third of the originsl
Strenm bed for the Qur. The vallev wos scft ~nd morshy ~nd the
Engincers had constructed o rock rord from beth sidos of tha val-
lcy to connect the bridge. This rosd wns to be uscd by the 2na
Division artillery uniis as o SR between Burg Reuland -~nd winter-
spelt. When the strc-n beer~me swollen, the nrrrow ch-nnel under
the bridge causcd it to overflow its bonks rnd rrpidlv spread cver
the valley. The rond acted ns - d~m and: boeked the watcr up until
it ecommenced to overflow all along the rood ~ad %-sh it swov. At
somc places the rond was undor r. foot of wotor. The bridge weshed
out the night of the 19th.

-

Coloncl Hobrrt's dceision nftor locking at the situntinn the
norning of the 20tk w-s to dblow n &0 in the road on the far side
of. the vnllev so the d-~med up woters cculd get through without
weshing the rcst of the ro-ad ey, {(See piecturcs 11 & 12), thon
bridge thc gnp with - Bnriley Bridge. It wes alsco doeidcd to put
& Boilev in where the cthor bridge had wrshcd out. This wes Zone.
(Sec pictures 13 & 14). Sand bogs wore placed to prevent the
shoulders of the rond fron scouring n~long the upper side. The
road was rocked cnd reodv for traffic the aftexrncon of the 21st.
Althecugh wntcr continucd to risc the morning ~nd ofterncen of the
2lst znd the fcllowing day, it aid not ecver the road or stop
troffic. "B Company of the 202nd Bagr C Bn built the twe Boiloy
bridges ond ropaired the ro-d. One bridge wes 80 feet long ~nd
onc wes 50 feet long,

B



ACTION AFTER BATTLE RSPORT FOR DECEMBER

1107th Engineer Combat Group

Engincer work during the firet part of the month of Decemberx
was routine and & continumation of that undertaxen during Qctobex
and November. The big job continued to be road maintenuncc. This
task took on gigantic. proportions in the forwer( areas vhere roads
had to be built over ground where it was impossible to get & good
sub-grade. :

~ Another problem was the long hauls from good quarry sites.
This caused many breakdowms in equipment and it wos found necessary
to borrow trucks from & Light Ponton Company aud give them to the
combat Battalions to haul rock. 4his ennbled the linc companies
to give the required cmount of mointcenimee ©o thcir venicles but
cut down on thc cfficicney of rond repair.

If such £ problcem should sgnin prescnt itsclf to a Coruns,
wherce a large ro~d network hnad to be kopt opca undcr sdvorsc con-
ditions it would bc ~dvis~blc to obtain onc platoon from a Dump
Truck company to £id in this werk. Then, Bouipment of Combat Bat-
talions would not gct in such condition that it could not do on
cfficicnt Jjob when nan cmergency aroOEC.

Anothor shortagc th-t slowcd dovm rond mnintenrnec vas the
leck of parts for thc rock crusher. Sm-~1lvgcnrs, shafting, bclt
locing and belt were not avniloblce ot the Enginccr Dump rnd sor-
iously curtnilcd production. .

gnow fell the tenth of thc month ~nd thc ncw piows were put
to work immcdintcly. The big plows did not do ‘oo cffieicnt r
job bcenusc the snow did not rorch cncugh depthe It wos found
for 1light snows & Grng madc of I berms vies thc tost mothod for
clearing the surfnce of the rosds. The plows he.d tbhelr bladis sct
to clcar the surfrce of the rond by ~bout onc inch, In r light
snow this tonded to pack the snow 7nnd mot clir the surfrec.

VIII Corps wns supposcd to bC holding = sir.tic front. TrooOps
on the front linc did patrolling but did not cag-ge in ~ny lcxge
offensive. There wns sporndic shcll firc from the Sicgfricd
dofonsives ~nd onc rond parallcl to the front linc was nomed
"purplc Heart Alley"™ beenusc it was under dircet obscrvotion. The
168th Enginccr Combat Bn dbullt = rond to br-prse o particular
dangcrous stretch in the vicinitr-of Bleialf. Gormon activity
scomed to be limitcd. Therc was not too much ing¢ic~tion that tho
big Germen countcr—offensive undcr Von Runstcdt would breck through
and over-run the VIII Corps scctor from North of St. Vith to South
of Bastognc,

0 e

€]

The first scrious indic~tion thnt Tigoy Tru:ks Woro onlthc
move was o tolotype from Corps attaching the 166th Engr C Bn to
the 106th Infantyy Division., It was crrangcd to scnu trucks from
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the 527th Engr L Pon Co to Arlon to pick up men from the 168th
Zngingers vho were at the rest camp therc, also to assist in mov-
ing thc 168th Eng C Bn CP. Equipment of the 628th Engincer Light

4 1= e

Equipuent Co. being used ncar the front wes ordecrcd to roturn to

Gouvy. The 44th Engr ¢ Bn was alcertcd. pridges in the vicinity

of Burg Rculaznd were ordcrcd to be preparcd for Acmelition. This
was on the 16th of the month.

The German countcr-cttock wos uader wey ~nd cvents moved rap-
idly on the 1T7th and 18th. A D-T7 from the 6238th Ernginccrs wns
scnt to the ASP ot Bourcy to stmnd dby but to be roadv to help
move ammwunition in casc of hits c¢n armmo supply by cnemy artilloery.
The 7th Arnorcd Division startcd to nove in the vieinity of St.
Vith and arrangced through Group tc sccurc criticel oops. The
44th Engr C Bn was attached to thc 28th Divicicn snd noved out of
viclsalm ~né southward to mect the Germon thrust. Henvy bnginccr
Equipnent wes concentrated ~t Gouvy undorwsug%rvision of thg 628§h
Enginccr TLight mquipnent go. It wes decidca to‘l;nvo o wntgr-p01nt
at Ssalnchoteau in place with cnough transpcrtntlon_to nove it
when it locked os though the cnermy would over-run it. - Fuc norning
of thc 18th 211 units rermeining under Group control werc told %o
lord ~nd bc ready to move ot cnec, After 21l units of Group hed
reported out, Group moved out at 1215 and arr}veﬁ ct the now - =
bivounc arcr in the vieimity of Aronincs ~t 183C. Colenel HoObArt =4
atteapted to ge to gorps but could not got thrdugh becnusc of
hcgvy vchicular traffic on the highvreys. He contneted ¢olonel
Winslow of Corps Engincer Scetion by phonc frem Merche, ~nd ro-
ccived instructions to nove to vicinity of Ncufehnteru the norning
of the 19th. Fron Anonincs Group noved to vicinity of Pont df0ic.

THe next morning Group was given definitc assignments in the
pPreparation of road blocks end ctrong points at Si. Huburt, Paron-
pre and Vaux-lez-Rosicrcs. Rond blocks rmd civong points were
to be defended by Engincers operating under Groun.

On the 2lst, an advancc CP wos cstablislicd by Group head-
quartcrs at ILibrarmont. Orders werce to dcfond tho strong points
estnblishcd by the 35th Engincer Combnt Bn ~nd the 527th Light
Ponton Co., prcprrc bridges East of tovm for dcmolition, a~nd pre-
parce treces with chesrges so thoy could be fellcd »nd crente abatis
if units had to withdr~w t& thc south ~nd west of the towm. There
was 7180 en Engincer supply dump in Librermont which was to be
destroyed in the event of an encmy breakthrough.

SO o

=

Lt Col Clark met General Perry of thc 28th Division in the
cfternoon and wes informed that the 527th Eng h~d been put in the
linc and given a scetor to dcfend near vaux-les-Rosicres. They
‘hed been given a battery from a Th outfit to supplenent the de-—
fcnsce of their scetor. The ¢G of the 28th Division rofuscd to ro-
lcasc the 527th Engr for nocessory Bngincer ori.
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Ugits, including clements of the 28th Division, a tank destroy-
er outfit, and some artillery, pulled out of Libramont carly in the
aftcrnoon leaving Group Forward CP and part of the 35th Fagr C In
as the only troops in town. Group mcved out ~t 2300 blow

ring avatis
and road blocks as they palled bock. The Engincors were prevented
~fwyeom blowing the bridge at iloirey wiien clements from a German Pan-
Zeyr Division siczed control of the bridge carlicr in the covening.
Group bivouaced for the night in Boullion with part of the 35th

Eng C Bn. One domolition squad of the 35th Zng wns scnt to Rccogne
with thc Tth TD Gp to cxccutc demolitions when and if thet unit
had to withdraw.

During the next two days (Coloncl Hobart wae instructed to have
the 35th Eng t ake over responsibility for sccurity of crossings of
the Scmois River. He also contacted Genersl Cody rt forward 28th
Division CP with reference to relief of the 527th Ing. They cf-
fceted the relecase of the 527th Engr L Pon Co from defensc of
their scctor 1300 on the 23rd of Deecmber. The 527th Engr L Pon

gportecd 13 men killcd or missing in action. At this time the front
wes so fluid no definite boundary had been cstrnblished between

Corps Rear and Com. zZonc. The Commanding Officcr of Com. zpnc or-
dercd his MP's to prohibit the plzcing of charges on the bridge 2t
Boulliion. However, Lt Col. Clark gave instructions for the charges
to be placed as the arca was being orgnnized by Corps as a defense
scctozx. :

On the 23rd of Dcccmber the 511th Enginecr Light Ponton CO.,
the 628th Engr I Equip Co0., 159th Eng C Bn and the 202nd Engr C Bn
werc attached to the 1107th Engr C Group. Scctors for dcfense
of thc Scmois River werc rec-ossigned upon arrivel of the 159th
Erg ¢ Bn and the othcr units were indtructed to move Wwest of the
lKeuse River in the vieinity of Stensy, Frence. Headquarters of the
07th Engr C Group moved to Mchimont, Belgium. Thce ncxt day Group
moved to Lancuville, Fronce just west of Stenny ~cross the lMeusc
Rivers

Christmas Eve the 110T7th Engr C Group was 2ssigned the defensc
of thc Mcusec River between Scdan and Verdun inclusive. Trocps as-
signed to Group included two General Scrvice rcgiments, 5 Combatb
Battalions, 2 Iight Ponton Companics, 3 Bn's of Fronch Infontry,

2 Rcgiments of the 17th Airborne Division, 2 platocns of AAA and
clements of one TD Group. At onc timc Group hod 12,300 men under
" its command for the dcfensc of its scetor.

The 366th GS Regiment had the defensc scctor betwecn Scdan
(inclusive) and Stenay (inclusive). . The 1308th GS Regiment was
between® Stonay (cxelusive) and Verdun (inclusive). Thesce two
regimerts werc for protcction against cny crossings between the
large towns. They also had reconnaissonce units opcrating for o
distance of 10 miles East of the Mcusc River. Each bridge in the
large towms wes defcnded by & battclion of trocps from the 17th
Airborne Division. The French Battalions manned the gun cnplacc-
ments and pill boxcs on the wost bank of the river.

A T



1107th Engincer Combat Group

When the defensc plen for the Meouse was first set up the.scctor
between Givet and Verdun wes under control of the g6 of the 1lth
Armorcd Division. On thc 26th; rcsponsibility for this defense
secctor passcd to the CG. of the 17th Airbornc-Division. The 1llth
Armorcd Division was uScd as a mobile rescrve to dcfend the nain
bridgcs. Their CavalZzy screcn éperanted well to the East, keeping
centact with the enemy. = el

Thc most inportent defcnscs of the Mcusc river were the bridges
on which thc MSR's erosscd: In the 11Q7th Ingr scetor therc were
six of thesc bridges. They were defonded by troops, road blocks
designed to slow down traffic, tenks of 'the 1llth Armorced Div., and
cach bridge wes preparcd for dcenmolition.

After much cxperimenting and changing, it was found best to sct
up the demolition charges on the bridges in the fullowing mamnmcr:
Have thrce or more ncthods of setting off the chorges and have two
Giffercent types of ceharges and three if possible. Mrkc onc charge
& shearing chargc, the sccond charge the pressurc type, and if
PoOssiblc put in an abutment charge. All non-clcetric charges should
havc open cnds of prima cord dipped in parafin or scaled with some
kind of wax. This kept the cnds fronm detceriorcting beeceusc of
weather. All clectrical conncetiepdéoshould be taped. Firing
positions werc dug in and concealcd, ond in ¢nch firing position
there was to be an autonmotive storage boattory in casc the exploder
did not gencrate sufficicnt current. As nost bridges had charges
on bents and I beecms it was assuncd & 10 cap cxploder would not be
sufficicnt and additional precautions had to bc taken.

Mines werce sccurcd 27th Decermber end crdcers issucd to ley rniine
ficlds and nake an inpassablce roend block for tanks. T/Sgt Ernst of
Group Hq was loancd to thce 366th GS Regiment to give technical ad-
vice in thc construction of the rcad blocks. The follcwing doy
X/Sgt Grether, T/Sgt EKonikoff, nnd S/Sgt Scfecik werc sent by Group
to aid thec 366th Engr GS Regincnt. T/Sgt Drnst took two squads
of oen, an alr compressor, and 500 nincs to Scden teo put in a2 road
block thére for onc reginent of the 17th Airbornc Division. Al-
together, 4,500 nincs were laid on approaches to :the bridges in
Group area.. Traffic was not stopped but -ficlds and blocks wexrce

Toevey

l1aid in such a ranncor thot roscds could be complefely nincd 15 ninstes
utes after a warning of the approach of the cnery had been given,

Group was not only concecrncd with the defensc of the Meusc
-but still had its cormbat Battalions dofeonding the roeds crossing
the Senois River. The 35th BEngr end 159th Eng C Bn's had a scector
-B of Boullion and were supportcd by rcrmnnts cf the other Bn's
wio were finding-their way beck fronm the battle arcas oround Ste
Vith and Bastognec. R '

Traffic control was enothexr pajor problerm thnt had tc be dealt
with by the 1107th Engr C Group. This task included the screening
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0f civilians and all vchicular traffic across thc vital bridges.
cach bridge Amcricen and French gusrds were posted to check cvery
and cverything thet dcsirced to cross these pain artcries. The CI
sucd o nmenorandun ond o sct of rcguletions which were to be fol
d by 211 civilian persomncl desiring to travel in the dcfcnse

In addition to prccautions taken at the bridges, gunrds®
posted at all cross roads in the orxca in order to spot any
ans riding in Amcricoen vchicles ~nd kecep them fron getting
trategic defensc points.
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Othcr dcfense neasurcs teken in the wonc controlled by the
1107th Engr Group included thc cquipping of forward outposts and
road blocks with pyrotcchnics for warning signalss the rcomovel of
all ferries =nd boats to thc West bank of the river; the placing

of a rcsponsiblec officer in charge of cach bridge with crders 1o
blow the bridge only on oxrdcrs of thc ¢G of thc whole scetor, oOr
orders of goloncl Hobart. It was undcrstocd if the cnery hed over-
powered the bridge defenscs ond wes prem@ ring to cross the officer
in charge would blow the bridge, but only in thet cvent would he
take the initiative. :

During the tinc when the Mcusé defenses werc bcing orgeanized
the¥c werc constant runors of cneny paratrocpers. Thcore were SO
rany of these, orders were issued that any onc rcporting such o
yurior should identify hirsclf; giving his name, renk, and organiza-
tion and in casc it was found such o person wis spreading o YUmor
he would be subjeet to scrious disciplin”ry action. At one tine
2 borber pilot sceing supplies dropped by airplone rcporied 100
encriy paratroopcrs dropned in Group arca. Thesc runors cnabled
the defenders to find out how quick their persomncl could be oOx-
ganized to fight in a particular locality but also tended teo nake
cveryonce & little nmore trigger happye.

Lack of coordination betwecn the French and [rcrican forecs in
thce use of pass words rcsulted in the death of throc Fronch soldiérs
snd onc Anmericen soldicr. 4 pass word that could bc undcrstocd by
both partics was worked out after o patrol of the 17th 4B and the
Fronch hed cngnaged in o firc fight onc night. Onc soldicr fron cach
sidec was killed.

At 0600 30 Dec 1944 the defensc scetor of the 1107th IZngr C
Group wes taken cover by the 17th Airborne Division. The Group was
assigned the job of supperting the 87th Division in the new drive
by VIII Corps to cut off St. Hubert. It was given two conmbat
battalions, the 202nd Eng C Bn and the 243rd Engr to support the
Division. Group moved 0800, 30 Dcccrber 1944 to vicinity of ~
fchinont, Bolginm in the first step on the rcad bock to Germanye.
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The first day of the new month Major Troy was given the mission by Corps
of reconnoitering the Lesse River in the vicinity of Maissin to determine the ef-
fectiveness of the river as a turrier. The 87th Division was driving in a KE
direction from Ber*rix, The British X¥X Corps was coming down from the NE., The
two units were to meet East of St. Hubert. But in case the Germans did not with-
draw or were not killed as the pincer closed the flanks would be vulnerable to
ttack. The 4th SAS French Parachute Bn was maintaining patrols and was the only
ferce between the American and English troops in this area, For this reason the
Division Commander wanted some kind of a barrier line established.

The reconnaissance report indicated that the Lesse river did not constitute
an effective barrier line for the protection of the Divisionis exposed fiank, The
land was hilly and relling, but the river vatley was flat. The stream had a2 gcod
bottom which could be forded and the forests were not dense enough to stop mech-
anized units., The Division Commander gave orders to prepsre road blocks and ob-
stacles no matter how poor their locstion, = The enemy was to be slowed down, if
he attacked, even if the period of time was only for an hour. Blocks on the road
between.Bouillon and Massin, and parrallel rcads, were eshablished on the 2nd of
January. : : :

The following day it was determined there were no Germans in force west of
St. Hubert. When Corps reccived this information, the 243vd Engr C Bn, newly
assigned to Group was given the job of removing th: blocks blown the day before.
t at this time information regarding the withdrawal had not rsached all cchelons
of the Division, When the 243rd went to remove the blocks thecy found a platoon
of Division Engineers strengthening them. '

- The 2nd of the month Croup had moved from lMchimont, Belgium to Auby; Belgium,

Trouble .for the $-2 dcpartment commenced to assume gigantic proportions in
their new area. Mine ficlds and barriers had been constructed by all units who
had participated in the Battlc of the Bulge in the Division sector.  There were
mine fieclds laid by the 87th Division, the 28th Division, Engincers fighting under
the 1107th Group when the withdrawal was made, armored units and reccon elements.
The Germans had laid mine fields using American mines capturcd at Bourcy and had

done extensive booby-trapping. There was a report for ecch minc field, often
conflicting, often overlapping, and not so very often showing great accuracy. To
add to this confusion there were the reports of the civilians on German cetivities

and where they were supposed to have laid mines., All these reports had to be co-
ordinated. Their accuracy had to be established and a majority of the fislds re-

Losy
meved,

It required constant work, night and day for the better part of *he month,
before 211 reports could be chacked, coordinated and an accurzte picture formed,

The heavy snow that had becen anticipated for sc long commenced with the
ncw year. Now. there was no equipment to nandle i, The srow riows had been left
behind at St. Vith and Viclsalm, The Batialions rounded up o few cld type V-shaped
snow plows from the civilians and hitched them to cargo trucks. Tae 527th Eng
Light Ponton Co, made a drag of Bailey Bridge panels that was quite effectives
gqr o s_ent cne road patrol: from the 628th Engr L Equip Co. With this equipment,
MOR!'s were kept open. By the 10th of the month each Battalicn had sent two ve—
hicles to Iuxembourg, and Third Army had put snow plow attachments on them,
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In addition to maintenancc of roads the snow presented other problems to Eng-—
ineer operations. Construction of bridges was a difficult matter and the detec—
tion of mines wes almost impossible, The latter was especiaily true around abatis
where snow had drifted and trip wires were covcred, :

To prevent casualties it vas decided to mark known mincd 2ress and leave
them until the snow melted instead of remcving them, If the snow was too deep to
probe for mines and too decp to insure 100% efficiency with a detector it would
have been impossible to send in a report saying = minefield had been cleared. The
deep snow brought up another major problem that still requircs an answer., What is
the best manner to clear a road, suspected of being mined, when this road is cov+
ered with deep snow and heavy drifts? There is now way to by-pass this road and
it is necessary to open it with & minimum loss of equipment, The job has to be
done in a hurry and it might heve to be a silent operation., HOW CAN IT BE DONE?

During the first part of the month the 202nd Engr C Bn were in support of the
87th Division, In past operations cur battelicns had worked smoothly and efficient-
ly as supporting troops. This time there were multiple problems causcd by Divi-
sion using its enginecrs in support of combat teams and as Infantry, instead of
letting them perform normel engineer work,

In effect, this made the 202nd Engr the Division Engineers. The tactical sit-
uation was such.at one timc that Division wanted to use them as infantry. If - this
had happened there would have been no troops to do Enginecr work in the Division
area, Colonel Hobart retained rigid control over his Fngincers. All orders for
their use and work was first approved by him. A boundary was set up to insure them
a definite work area. In this manner thc roquired Fngineer work was donc and best
use of Engineer soldiers assured.

Training of new units did not seem to have been as thorcugh before shipping
them to combat zones; as it had been in the days before the invasion. This was true
in-Tivision Engineers and in the Enginecers attached to Group, Battalicns could not
construct a Bailey Bridge efficicntly and in a minimum amount of time. There was
& lack of knowledge in the correct use of demolitions. Not knowing these funda-
menbals caused loss of time and a waste of manpower on several occasions. The
same "old" mistakes on'the submission of mine ficld reports were made. But a sol-
dier and a unit quickly gets the "know how!" tcchnique in constant operations. And
s the advance‘continued they become more proficient in thsir work. But they
had tc¢ learn the hard way,

.As corps moved forward Belgium commenced to look like sections of Northern
France where the war had passed through and arcund. Billets werc hard to find.
Parts of ‘all towns werc bombed and destroyed. Roads were shot up. Ficlds were
littered with wrecksge. The snow and sleet continucd unabated, disrupting all types
cf communication,

- In addition to the destruction there was ample evidence of the Hun's brutality
in the counter-offensive, = Vhen the Group mived near the little town of lMoircy
elements of the 87th Infantry were leaving the building. In “he back, stretched
ut under an old tarp, werc members of a patrol which had disappeared earlicr in
vhe week, They were dead, but they had not becen shot. . They had been beaten to
death and there were nc.marks on the bcdies below the neclidline.

én the 17th of January the 17th A4‘B Division rclicved the 87th Infantry Div.
and added another problem to those of the 202hd Fngr. The A/B Engineers did not
have any heavy equipment to do Engineer work, with the exception of demolitions,
and during most of their advance they were used as infantry or with c'mbat teams,
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The 202nd Engr became Division Engineers in all phases except their actual attach~
ment on paper to the Division,

The majority of the work continued to fall in three main phases: the removal

of mines, snow clearance and meintenance of roads and bridge building.

Ividence of the hasbe of the German withdrawsl from Ste Habert was found when
an ammnition dump on a hlphway leading vut of town to the NL was reported booby-

trapped. American artillery shells were stvacked alarg the road for a gistanCe of
six miles, left there when the Germens over-ran the The Bulge", Visipile cmong
these stacks of ammnition were German Holtz mines, D]“Cvd i;cvc when the Huns found

they could not make Paris by New Year, and when Lhev decided to go back to their
heart~land. Inspection proved they were not bucby-trapped but the Hole mines
fuge and a non-electric cap to

were to be used as a prepared charge with a vime fus
destroy the ammnition., The Germans had left in such hastc they had nvt taken the
time to light the fuses, However, all precavtions were taken in removing the mines,
Cazes containing shells and mines were pull@d off the stacks with a rope, one ab

a time, from a safe distance. The job reguired three days for completion, The

2h3rd chr C Bn did the work,

If the Germans made a mistake in not blowing up equpmept they dida't miss a
trick when it came to constructing road blocks. fhere wasn!t a br"age ldLaC+ in
the Division area, Trees were felled across the roads at every OpOth‘W~”V and
Dooby‘-—b‘appeda And our Air Force -created quite a bit of work “far the Engineers
by blasting vehicles on and off the revads. The real problem created by the Air
f”ce wes at Houffalize. What we once knew as a thriving town was no more, Ko
buildings, just rubble and gapping cellars showing where a dwelling had venished

cr had been knocked ever as by a giant hand,

Changing the TE and providing new combat battalions with three D/7 BEalldozers
proved a good idea between the time Corps started the attack until they reached

their Qrbje tive, The 243rd Engr removed snow drifts led crat and saved
unccountabie man hours in clearing the streets of townu l-tF Houfifal:

During the 1*etamklnb of "The Bulge! Corps had 3 VEry narrew f“o%- tut the sec—
ter assigned to Group for Evcln er work was about ?5 miles 1n leng y > eatec
v weg the.

several problenua One was making crood MSRis out of second:uz;

utting and building of new roads zcross the frozen ground ir
flCLds or deep defiles that had bden filled with SOOW and &

amount of bridging that had to be done, Culverts an
secondary roads. Lack of timber necessitated the us
Bridge.
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To facilitate bri idging operations 110! of DS Bailey Bridge was taken from the
527th Engr L Pon (o, and sent forward to the company working in closest support
of Division, Then, a small bridge was always ready and could be breought up im=-
mediately. It was proven in numerous instances that having the 110! of bridge in
a forward area was big time saving factor. Communications were never goodo There
wasn't any sui tuhlc bivcuac fer all of a bridge company in the forward area and taere
was never any necessity for using a large bridge., Keeping the small unount of bridge
with the supporting combat battalion enabled the Division E-gineer to save hours
when it had been impossible to make reconnaissance or an estimate of the situation
in regard to the roads to be used. -
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About the 26th of the month the 87th Division relieved the 17th 4/B Division,
Winile supporting the 17th AR Division, the trucks and engineer egquipmcnt of the
202nd Engineers which were already well worn from continuous use in Irelard and the
Normandy and Northern France campaigns were further worn and needed immediate
maintenmce, For this reason the 243rd Engr and the 202nd Engr changed assignments,
with tiae 243rd Engr suipporting the 87th Division as soon as it moved in place,

Corps had notified Group u few days previous that the 168th Engr C Ba would soon
be attached to it again. This Battalion had been in a quiet area getting re-—equipped
and getting reinforcements after the battle around St. Vith,

Third Army had given Corps the mission of driving straight through the Sieg-
fried line to the Rhine river with the changing of the 87th and the 17th &4/B Div—
igions, There were four Infantry Divisions, the £7th, 90th, 95th and 4th: and
an Armored Division, the 1lth, to take part in the drive Engineer work for this
drive was onec of the biggest problems faciug commenders., The Divisions would meve
forward on such a narrow sector that all roads would be crowded. There was coly
one good road, N~26, leading to Schonberg. This road led threugh St. Vith, which
was impassable becazise of the consbant surge of battle that nad raged around *he
town, Northeast of St, Vith, raters, wrecked vehicles, mined shoulders, pill
boxes, deep snow, and enemy artillery 'made it 2 superhuman task, and tnere were
still the inevitable bridges to put in, Forward reccnnal<sance. indicated that
four Bailey Bridges would have to be placed within a tuo-mile stretch. This would
have.to be done beforc the Artillery or the tanks could move up. 3 :

Grcupnrecejved_ordgls on the 28th to clear roads through St. Vith immediately.
Any equipment nceded for the Jjob would be furnished., The follewing morning there
Lad to be a by-pass for N-26 through the town so part of the 87th could move for-
ward,

St. Vith had bzen on the recsiving end of a thousand plane bombing raid. It
had changed hands twice in a bitterly contested housc to house struggle, There
were mines and booby-traps in the rubble, The highways coming into town from the
South end West werc totally obliterated, Tither buildings had been bleosted over
them, or crzters had been blown in them, Two of these roads had rail-road over.
1o8ses one abouta mile out of town on N-26 and two ebout one-quarter of 2 milec out

on N-27. Pressure charges had been placed around the existing tons of concrets,
Going out of town on N~26 the highway crossing the RR had been blovm necessitating
a 110' TS Bailey Bridge. In fact; you couldnit tell St. Vith without a score-cord,

ALl of this had to be opened up so threc divisions could move through town in
the next couple of days, : :

Work was put on at 24-hour basis and a by~pass over frozen ground was opened
in 16 hours. It would accomodate one~way traffic oniy, but did expedite movement
to the front. By the cnd of 36 hours a feir two-way by-pass was completed, Then
the big job commenced of opening up the old highw-y N-26 through St. f S s R
had to be done because part of the by-pass was around and scross a hill which could
not hold traffic in the event of a thaw,

It was strictly =n equipmert job, D 7fs, five of them, two Osgocd shovels,
and dump trucks from ail the baftalions werce uscd te buiid a new road approximately
three—quarters of a mile leng, After a hectic 48 hours that sow nuch frenzied work
Corps was notified rchat the ruad was ready to earry a Division lcad,

2
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During sonstruction of thc by-—pass shelling caused work steppege on throe
different eccasions. Nine shells hit within fifty yards of the roesd where it foi-
lowed aleng the railroad fill. One prime mover was damaged because of shell five
from the 887s,

arange crews frem the 243rd and 202nd Engr C Bn's worked arcund and in

ront of tr D<7°s and remcved several mines by careful operation. Thls wes un-

cubtedly instrumental in saving the "eahs", for the 51sb Engr C Bn wes a by—
5

t North of town failed to do this and lost twe D-¥/ts wJuH ree casualties,

.

The few remaining walls cf buildings
ith were demolished by M/Sgt Gre§h~r
f_ll the craters, A lesson learned at
re a wall caved in as a truck from the

verat men.

to
The
se
In four days time two-way traffic could pass through
on all roads uxcept the highway coming in from Vielsalm.

The worst stretch of road te be kept open in all of the Group are= wes NE
to Schonberg and Andler from St. Vith. Craters were numersus and rain with the
subsequent thaw caused settling of fills and breaking up of patched potheles and
revelled shoulders bccame more evident as icc melted away. There were fdur bridges
that had to be built under difficult conditions. These were not caused by the
enemy but by the narrow road znd heavy traffic.

Vhen a Bailey Bridge was built along these roads it was impossible to bring
the bridge up and unlcad it and then start to build according to SOP. In every
instance except one, the trucks had to be backed to the bridge site, and ot times
this distance was as much as L0O yards. Backing a truck and a trailer, with a con-
voy lining one side of the read caused many lost hou* in construction of the bridges.

The 527th Engr L Pon. Ce expedited matters by loading its trucks in such a
manner that the Bridge was hauled by bays. When this is done personncl building
the bridge can build directly eoff the truck, taking tie rods, transoms, penncls,
evc frem the same vehicle, A bridge built frOA trucks that are leaded according
to SOP recuires at least four trucks to be backed in and puiled out before operstions
can crammence and when the bridging from these trucks has been unloaded the operation
has te be repeated each time. Battalions building bridges hauled by the 527th Eng
which loaded the bridge according to bays, found that they could construct a bridge
about twe hours faster than they could when building a bridge carried by scctions.

Because a bridge is seldom constructed where all parts can be stored ccrrectiy
it is resemme nued by the thVth Greup that thc bridge be lesaded on the trucks one

bay at a time,

During the month units under Greup had cleared roads taru twe main comminica-
tion centers, built 13 b“ldgbo, made 19 fills and placed 19 culVLrts on MSRis alon®y
remsved 57 road blocks, 220 minefields, and swept hundreds of miles of roads for
mines,

By the end of the month the Corps was once more fighting inside of Germany and
had recaptured all but a minute part of the Ardennes salient lost in the German
drive which commenced 16 December 1944. Next on the list is the crecking of the
Siecgfried line and the crossing of the Rhine with the Engineers on the job as
usual to "Keep tem moving',
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ACTION AFTER BATTLE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 1245

This chapter of the Action Afitex Battle the 110Tth
Engr {C) Group for the monih of February could and con-
ciuced with one word- ROADS. ZFor ithe membhers e v i

undcer Group that one wor d will always bring Llectiox
of lcng hours of backbresking tcllj of a race e
elements to keep suppiy Lines opén: of sceing g ais
integrate and vu to pieces one by one becausc raftic
anid bad weather uniil theve was only onc road HS axes
%V which supplics could ve moved to the fromi J1ousands
0f yards of rock put on one small stretch ¢f : hundreds of

2

reng of men and coulpmoht

el S -1'!
of travelling a

vards of corduxroy road bpuilli in Group?
woxking 24 hours a day and still 1OSiné a roads
gCod b»“ck~u,p highway in the morning and coming back over thot

same highway in the aftcrnocn and h“V“ t0 bc pullcd throu stretcher
of quagmirc which started ae frost boiis.

st as well to take the last first, i. e. frost boils,
ng these roads. They were the source of most of the

. hen roads started to thaw and frost came out of the
ground it pushed the clay up through the surfcce of the road as
high as 18 inches in long ridges. Somctimes this thawing and the
rupturing of the surface of the road took placc in as little as
four hours time. 4Ln hour of traffic over thesc frost boils would
find trucks sticking in the mud or rumning belly dcep in ruts. This
happened so fast and over such o wide arca it was impossiblc to
drain, haul ¢énough rock, or find cnough cnginccrs for maintcnance
of the roads.

-The roads in this section of Belgium werc ncver d@cigncd to

carry heavy mlllt“ry treffic and the sub-gradc hed very little
aggregate in it. “Where the drzinage was poor, which 7as olong about
50% of thc highway, there did not scem to be cny bottom to tae clay.
The 168th Engrs dumped as much ns 52 truck loads cf” rock in onc 25
yard strctch and still the rond did not hold. Henvy traffic pounded
the rock out of sight. This condition cxisted in stretchecs from
100 yards to a half mile in lcngth.

Snow turndd to rain and the thaw startcd chout the first of
the month. Day by day the nctwork of roads feeding the front lan
divisions shrunk and bocfmc impassable, swallowing material, me
hours, cquipment, and thr tcnlng to disrupt thc Corps of¢onolvo.

Finally, therc was only onc rdoad open into St. Vith from the
Army ASP's, Thet road being by way of Bcho, Salmchateauw, Viclsalm,
and over two by-passes which rcjoincd the original route N27, at
Potcaux, then into St. Vith, and out N-26 to Schonberg.
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Before this xoutc beerme tac only MES? o3 daie | Tl fron
Trois. Vicrges up N-12, had usced N-26 until its juncti with N-J23
oy followed N-27 past Viclsalm; cut Nortl n1 down
the Malmedy road into Ste. Vith.

A The last of thesc ronds to go was the onc into Recht. Re-
connAaissanct on 1i February indicated this rond would not hold un
two morc deys. The bottom was literally drepping out of it. Holes
would £ill with wnter and the holes were so big . ond wide that wate
weuld go cver the tail-gate of o 3/4 ton truck when it clirbéd cut
of onc of them, All supplics from the railhoad nt Gouvy &nd fron
& Class T and IITI durp belofr Bcho travelled over this road to tho
8T7th, 90th, and 4th Infaniry Divisions plus supplics being dclivercd
0 Artillexy and supporting TXroops,

By the 12th of February it wns covident this last roemaining
oad was going so fast o regimont of Enginccrs would not be able
0 hold onc stretch of it. Reconnnisssmnce patrols fronm €1l sce~
tions of Croup Hg., werc sent out o find any treil, cowpath, firc-
srcak, or cven a nmirage which could be used to coxry traftie. Lt
Col. Clark, Major Hahn, Major Trov, Captain Kaplan ond Coptain
Crcer were all trying to find a By-pass. Reports coapiled at the
cnd of the day indicated that Ite. GOl Clark's nnd Captoin Kaplan's
plan to use existing roads, an old rail-road bed, and 2 by-poes
to the roilrond bed would handle the traffic.

=

Prior to the Gormen break-through large quantitics of ballast
had been taken fron this xailroad to usc cn the roads. There wore
four strctches where this had to be replaced. Alsoc, wnere the bre-
pess had to meet the highway going into St. Vith o ranp had $ o he
built, The railrcdd ran through 2 cut ot this pocint, the cut being
about 25 feet deepo

o

O

2

0

Lt. cols Clark wns put in charge of constructing thec ncw by-
pess Beeausce therce would be Engincors from several units working
i Captain Greer and 14/Sgt Grethor superviscd the building of

Becrusce of the s hortage of Engincers 21l available personncl
fron Group Hgq, werc uscd to haul tirbers to the ranap, and to sal-
vagc as much chess fror a denolished Bailey bridge near the site
as possible.

T/Sgt Exnst, TASgt Reidelbneh, S/Sgt Sofeik, T/Sgt Konilkeff;
S/Sgt Charberlain, Sgt Forguson and T/4 Swift workod in onc erow.
Ancther’ crew under 1st Sgt. Pike consisting of Crpl. TACT 4
T/5 Sacrison; T/5 Crockctt, T/5 Shenik, Pfe Potrosky, Pfc Rud,
vt Ruggicro, Pvt Gullington, Pvt Wroblewski and Pvt Geultor,
haulecd the timbors for constructing the ronp.

work on the ncw by-pass was conpleted in the noxt 48 hours
the crews working all but eight of those 48 hours. mthe 1last 24

L
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nours of work was continuo: 5, construction starting 0730 the mernirng
of the 14th and ending 0725 the 15th. The ramp constructed was. 215!

i0ong and contained about 50,000 bosrd feet of timbe Grs, It wias vir-
tually floated over the Swampy places, Cadoed by undergrouvnd s
e te light as thc dozers cut away the side of thc TEll

On the by~-pass itself, an Osgood, R-4, eight dump tru
company of BEngineers, « D-7, and one road prtrol were use
Col. Clark to construct rpfOX"m“bclr T00 yards of road.
was at 1ts best on this job. Timbers, reteining walls,
houses and hundreds of yards of ballast were uscd to get thi
dongc.

o/

When the Jcb wns complceted the rond ,

ut11¢éod the best part of foar highwrys snd thrce

majority of the voqd had good drainoge ‘and it
+1rc road could bec held. £t has been held

During the time this road was being constructed the otha routcs
begged down completcly. Men working thec uv~pnss could sce milcs

of stranded wvchicles on the 1074 to Rcch Therce wns o period of
T hours Vhen there wesn't 2 truck moving 1n this scction of Corps
arcea., 1;3 the first 72 hours aftcr the ncw rond was opcncd

513« V” icles moved over it, none lorger than 2 two and 2 half ton

Although this road was capcble of cn rrying all ncecessary sup-
rlices Corps fclt thet troop movements would rcquirce the opening of
’.I.OI‘O 1,,1bR‘ De

Therc werc not cnough Enginccrs to do this Job so othcr Corps
troops were assigned to do the work of oL;cvnnO up and meking passable
another road and were to be superviscd by the Engincers.

As proviously mentioncd the bnd spots wecrec so bad it was o wnste
of time and matecrial to put rock in theom. The only way thoev cou;u
bc mnde pasgsable was by thc usc of corduroy. Corps woantcd N-1
opened up into St., Vith ~nd onc imprssnble spot on this hlouway bet~-
ween Gruflange and St. Vith was over - mile long. Othecr bad places
variced in length from 15 to 50 yards,

Two botterics of the 770th FA werc attnchcd to the 243rd Eng
C Bn for work on this rond. This was in ~ddition to the civilinns
and members of o Tp outfit thcy had working o2 this strotch of road
since the first of the month At onco tine or snother. The 243rd Engrs
had startcd to corduroy part of this rond but thecir nrca had becen

shlftcd to St. Vitu~Schonbe erg yoad,.

By the cnd of thc month, the corduroy roced constructcd by the
FA oand cngincers on the road between Gruflange ond Schonberg
totalled 3,091 yards. The longest sircteh was nbout 2,000 yards.
This type of rond was also built on onc scction betwecn Becho and
Salmehatean and on a scction between Viclsaln ~nd St. Vith. fThis

Lamsn
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was in addition tc the 3,091 yeords.

AlL of this road work regquired the constant use of epdehus
oT availisble cquipment. Port of it worked 24 hours a day, esg
Ly that working in thc quarrics. 4t onc sdme, uni vnder Gr
werc operating. four gquerrics snd unlsaéing on avernge of 15 c
rock a day from the rail-head in Gouvy.

'T'U‘ 0-

To hwul this " rock and the material for ro~d construction e
dump truck company, thc ;*69uh Eng and 20 cargo uru01 from a
outfit were sttached to Group. Men and tf&Cﬂy from 2 Bn's of hc
27T FA were'also uscd to guarry and hawl rock from thc gurryy at
Salmchatecau,

From all sourccss guarries, slate piles, railroad ballas ts
yubble in St., Vith, gondolas at Geuvy s the Engincors undcr C.o;p
werc he alvng and sp¥eading on the roodse -bout 1100 yds of xrock pcx

day Quring onc week.,

Qthex equipment, used during this time, included Fou od
shovels, onc guickway crane rigeed as a shovely ninec ai 5 S
crs; 1O D-7 dozers, and two R-4's, a1l used for the n of

roads or on work that contributed to their neintenancc.

During the latter part of the month two roxrc Corbet Bn!
sking o totel of four, VLJO attachcd to the 1107th 1“ngfr Groud,
They wexre the 188%h d 1252nd - Eng. u"‘ugﬁs arch was thoen oxteon-’
ded to include 47 m_éos of MSR's, #11 of which werc first priority.

Each Bn had on officer who patrolled the roads constantly and
neted the naa spots ns thoey corrmenced to appesr. Work crcws could
taer be shifted beforc the road beesme imprssable.

Wahen possible, a road roprir crew would dig sround a frost
boil 2and down to about ~ depth of 2¥2 fcct. Aftor all the clay had
been taken out flat stones would be px‘ccd in thc¢ bottor of the
holc nnd then 2 couple of loads of rock would be dumped in it. Gen-
crally, this necthod of rxcpair wns successful.

f coursec

it continued to rain, but the snows nelted very
slowly. Adeguatc
al
sa

£
drainngc thon bCC”Zu the problen of najor 11pcrc—
cng: the shoulders voald bécore clogged and u
uscble after passage of one convoy. In nany plﬁccs 1t was not
possible to tell whore the shoulder of the road stopped and the
ditches cofmienced. 7o combat this probl:: an R-4 dozocr was uscd

to cut awny the shoulder of the road whercver possible and provide
wide drainage sluices, On SOTIC StICtObbS of the road this was

done cvery 20 or 30 vyords. Use of an R-4 for providing drainnge
and getting mud out of the way provud uloh ¥ "“"'nt”“C?ii in sone
cases than using a road poatrol bceause of the ncnrncss of srcea

to the road.

aAncC., Blecders

As the snow melted away it reveeled a lot of rines in
thought to be clcared. This was truc along itac shoulders of

o St




-

Action after Battle report for February, continued, 1107th Eng G Tp

roads whexé plows Bad piled the snow to such a depth that
did not work efficiently. 1In onc spot six S-nines werc found
5C yards ol & sign stating that the road had been swept for
only two weeks prior to the tire they were found.

It is intcresting to note that two of the S-nines had a new
conposition bottom in place of the old lcad plate under the propell-
ant charge. This conposition botton had rotted out in the course

tte
of a nonth's time and rendered the nmines incffeetive.

in the 110T7th Eng C Group arce the Germens had rade extensive
usc of the Stock nine and the Holitz mine., A fow.of the new Gornen
Riegal nmines were found. hree sdldicxs fron the 243rd Eng lost
their lives end two were seriously injured by the Riegnal ninc when

they disrcgardcd their training on this *type of rine and put it in-

* L s S S h AL S PR L S =
6O & truck to carry home,  They forgabt that this tvpe nine eithor
uncic A S5158L%

explodes undcer 800 pounds of prescure, Or CXD. )
J&r. The onc they picked up was set’ to go off the latter way.

Corps tx0o0ps can be credited to the S~2 Section of Group unéex
Major Troy and Captain Kaplan. heir rcconnaoissance and the coord-
ination of »cconnaissance by the Bns was responsible for finding
by-passcs, nmaking a success of the Corps traffic circulation plan,
and locating nmaterials for road work.

Group was uneble to fully undcrtake ancther inportant projcet
in its orea; the building of & rond and naintcnsnce of this road
for an artillexry supply dump in the vieinity of St. Vith. Howcver,
on request, S/Sgt Sefcik and s/sgt Chamberlain were sent to the unit
operating the dunp to give technicol advice and inmnediatce supervis—
ion of the nen from the QM unit building the rond. Major McVay had
over-all supervision of the wholc project, which required two wecks
to completec.

During the first patrt of the ronth bridges werc constructed ot
a furious pace, 1l Bailcys being constructcd during the first four
dayse. The last week in February the Bn's startcd replocing these
with fixed bridges.

Coloncl Winslow, Corps Engincer, was teken i1l and sent to
England to a hospital about the niddle  of February. (Coloncl Hobart
of the 1107th Engr ¢ Group was asked by General Middleton to act
88 Corps Engincer in Colonecl Winslow's abséncc. Colonel Hobart was
actigg Corps Engr frorm the 20th of February until the cnd of the
rnon .

Colonel Hobart and It. Col. Clark roccived the Bronze Star
3 spe

C ak
award for meritorious service during cifie Group opcrations. Their
citation reads as follows:

: COLONEL KARL E, HOBART, 0116922, Corps of Engineers, 1107th
Engineer Combat Growup, United States Army, for meritorious athieve-
ment in connection with military opcrations against the enery’ Iron

w b



Action affer Battle rﬂport for February, conii “hbi, 1167th Eng C Gp.

16 Deﬂembpr to 30 December 1944, in Belgium
German counter-offensive in the Ardennes se
with engineer units, executed an effective
the enemy west of Bastogne. Later, Colonel ‘I g
defense of the leuse River from Sedan to Ve llﬁ, extreme dev3~
tion to duty, extensive professiconzal AnOWWCa e and excellent lea

ship were in great part “nsnonulble for the prompt and expert orgar~
ization of the engineer troops in the flank defense of the Corps dur-
ing its retrograde movement. The continuous efforts exhibited by
Colonel Hobart contributed much to the delay 0* the enemy pending

the reinforcement : of the Corps. The meritorious.achievement dis-
played by Colonel ‘Hobart illustrates the highcst braditions of the
Armed Forces and reflects great credit upon himself, Entered mili-
bary gervice from Illnn01s. :

. LIEUTENANT COLOF“L PhRP" P, CLARK, 0348008, Corps of Engineers,
1107th Engineer Combat Group, United States Army, for meritorious
service in connection with military operations against the enemy from
1 October to 24 1 November, 1944, in Belgium and Germany. Lieutenant
Colonel Clark showed indefatigable attention to duty in supervising
activitics of subo*dinate units of his command. - During condtruction
of a Regimental combat team defengive position, he cooralnatea the
needs and decsires of the Regimental Commander and Division Engineer
by personal contact and inspection. By close supervision of thls
job, he was able t0 solve operational and supply problems assoc1at¢d
with completing the work on time leutbq~nt olnncl Clark consist= -
ently showed his gkill and rpsou'celuinuoq in coordinating all the
Group'!s activities in support of Corps and its combdat divisional
units. The foresight, technical lnowleugﬁ and zealous devotion to
duty displayed by Lieutenant Colonel Clark symbolizc aad are in keep=-—
ing with the highest traditions of the Armed Forces and raflect great
credit upon himself. Entered military service from New Jerseyo
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It was with a feeling of relief members of the Group received
the news the third of March that the 1107th Enginser (L) Geoup would
move from Beho, Belgium, the following dav. s to e

Steinbruck, Germany.
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at least Group and its batizl g
them., Bad rcads were expectc G
though the Corps, and Divisions under it,
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Group was succcssively in support of thrcc divisions who wcre
sunching through the Sicgfiricd linc defenses. They were the 87th

Inf., the 4th Inf., and the 1lth Armorcd Pivisions. Any BEagincer
work that had to bc dong was usually a rush job. When such wors
cailecd for, it was a round-thc-clock proposition and usuallys involved
putting in a bridge, or rcpairing a short stretch of rozd. Thcrc was
‘veory little work to do in rcmoving mincs or booby-trops.

Entrancc into Hitler's Germony, thc homc of the supcr-race,
didn't cvcate any lasting imprcssion. It rnincd just as herd ond tho
mists wore just as cold os they were .in Bplgium. -The ro-ds got Jjust
~s muddy, thc homes were just as poor, &nd thc pcasmnt stacked the
meaurc by the front door just like his birothcr did across tnc bordexrs

Every rail rond trnck snd freight vord proved Gocring & Finr o8
burncd and shatterced box enrs gove mutc testimony to Amcrica®s
power. BEvorywhorc, there was cvidence of the fighting man's "rnod
How", ncquired through bittcr wecks of rctsoking the bulze end Sicg=
fricd forts. Blastcd pill boxes, sprowled bodics in greonish uni-~

forms, and knockcd out tanks werc cvecrywhcre. Thac Amcricon Army  VIRS
commencing to roll toward thc bonks of the Rhinc.

Obstaclcs in thc wv of this sdvonce, besidcs tae cmemy, WCIXC
numerous small strerms ~nd bomb cratcrs. ILorge qurntitics of Bel
and Trcodwnv bridge were uscd in ovcercoming thesc. Theoy were rc-—
placcd a~s fast as possible with fixcd bridzes by ~nothcr Group in
support of Corps. :

No difficultv wns cxpericnccd in putting in Tre~dwny bridgc.
The problem wns keeping up with the bridge ~ficr it wns oncc put in.
With fcw cexccptions the sp-ns wcrce 36' ~nd 48' long. They were pub
in by thc 4th Infontry Division ~nd the 1lth Aymorcd Division. In
the coursc of o weck the majoritv of "bridge in the Trcedwy Bridge
Compnnv wns committced at about twenty~- diffcrent loeaticns. Sone-
times it was throwm over a ceratcr. By the time the loention of the
bridge hnd boen forwarded to hendquartcrs, the crntcr had been fillcd
and the bridge moved to snother locntion. With boundnries constiontly
changing beezusc .of the tactieal situ-tion, it took o constant check

w1l e



After Agtion Report, continuecd 1107th Engincer (C) Group - larch

by two rcconnsissence tcoms to keep the bridges loc~tcd.

" From the first of Mnrch until the middle of the month, thcre
were no large cnginccring jobs.  But there was ot lcast onc vital®
road to be kept open through the triecd and trve mcthod of corduroy
or the dumping of largc quentitiés of rock in 2~ bnd spot.

O

Fllling ~ b~d spot with rock wns a more invelved problem than
the statcment lends onc to belicve. When n porticuler bit of road
had to be saved by this mcthodg Osgood shevels, Quickwav crancs,
(riggcd as o shovel), D-7's, and numcrous durp trucks wcre all
concentrated £nd uscd. The majority of the work wns donc at night
to avold hecavy traffic. By morning thc rond was usuclly passcblc.

Y pde

: By thc nmiddlec of the nmonth, Group head moved by the wry of Prun,
Biideshein, to Virncburg, Germany. Hgere the situntitn was revcrscd
fron the same time 2 nonth carlicr« Then there werc not cncugh
Engincers to do the work, now therc was not cnough work for the
Engincecrs to do. .For & few days, -the big job wes filiing holcs with
hct potches.,

: The little towm of Virncburg ncstled in n deep valley and at-
tached some historical significrnec to itsclf beenusc thce ruins

of 2 big cestle doninnted the town. The enstle, built in 1300 hed
cvidently attracted a fcw tourists if the picturc post-cards could

bc bclicved. :

: To the Amcrican soldicrs, the intcrcsting thing 2bcut the towm
was the foet , it was one of the first ones in Germany thev hed cn-
tered thnat had been totally br-posscd by the w2r. Thot is, it had
not been bombed or fought over, and 211l buildings werce intrcb.

More smazing still, wns thc attitudc of the pcople. Worien cried
and conplained c¢f the crucl Amcricnns whc teock over their hones for
a fow deys. They did not rermernber or think of the thousands thelir :
soldicrs had rnade homeless or nurdered. Aajcining Grcup headgqunrtcers,
was a honc occupied by 27 Polish workers whe hnd bcen used o8 slaves
beforc the liborntion. The worirn who otme¢d the housc e~nc to head-
quarters and comploincd those Poles wierc ruining her horwe and furni-
turc and wouldn't the Arcricons thow thert out. Otheor Germens in the
tovm refuscd t6¢ assume the responsibilitv fer fceding the Polish
refugeces. They werc nnde tc sce the light bv thosc occupying the
town.

. The pcople were peacceful. "They acted like those in France and
Bolgiun. The girls snmiled shyly, and the children got so they asked
for crndy. ‘It was hard to belicve these were the snmec children who
started off cnch dry of 'schcol by declaring nlleogicnce tc Hitleor;
thc girls werc the oncs who hed bepnn taught thcir only duty was t°
produce morc tc feed the Gerran wor rachines cnd the old pcople
wae went abcut their dnily chercs were the oncs vho bere the taxes
snd scnt their sons off to ccnquer the world.

- 2 - &



sfter Action Report, continued 1107th Engincer (C) Gpoup =~ Maxch

It was ncecessnry to renmind cveryone cf these things and nnke ccrinin
no onc violated the policy of non-fraternization.

While ot Virncburg, voloncl -Hobart wos inforred by Corxps it was
possible that Third Ayry boundnrxy would be ch-nged ~nd Corps would
neke a crossing of the Rhine river below Koblcnz. If this wns done,
the 1107th Engr C Group would assist in the crossing.

The approximatc location of the assault crossing was given. On
the 2ist of M~rch, Colonel Hobart, Knjor Troy, nnd Major Hoan went
to Sst. Goar and nede  prelirinerv reconnaoissancc.

The following dey Group noved to Riegenroth, o small tovm scuth
of thc Mosellec Rivcer.

As scon as the new (P had been cstablished, Ccloncl Hobart,
Lt Col COlark, snd Majcr Hehn contacted the Corps Engincer. They were
inforrcd the crossing was to be mnde within the next 72 hours £nd
the 1107th Engr C Group would bc responsiblc for the success of the
crossing in thc scuthern part of Corp's scctor.

Thc assault was to be nmade by the 89th Inf~ntry Division. The
river was to be crossed ot threc points.

A prclinminary reconnaissence wns to be rrde -t once. Major Troy
end Capte. Kaplan divided the work between the 188th, 168th nnd the
1107th Enginceors. Reconnnissance was to be made thot night -anéd be
subnitted by 0600y the following norning so it w-uld get to Corps in
tice for the staff meeting. Major Troy and Crptoin Keplan nede onc
of the rcconnaissances n~nd rcturncd nt threc in the merning t: conso-
lidatc the recports.

The next 48 hounrs were filled with frenzicd nectivity. Supplics
had to be drawn, assigned, and distributced. Plmms werc to be cceor-
dinnted between battalions, the Infantrvy ~nd sunporting units, which
included port of the U.S. Novye.

In & necting at Group Hg, with Bn comnmenders it was decided
to let the 168th Enginceor (¢) Bn moke the ass~ult creossing with the
Infontry. The 188th Engincer (C) Bn wos to have chorge of construe-
tion of rafts end all ferry cquipmenty the 243rd Engincer (C) Bn
wos to build the fleoating treocdwey bridge. The 1252nd Engincer (C)
Bn were to be alertced ~and held in rescrvce.

For-the opecrntion Group had under its contrcl four corbnt Bn's,
the 1010th Engincer Trendw~y Bridge CO,.the 548th Engincer L Penton
Co (1css L Equip P1ltn), the Light cguipage platcon cof the 509th Engrs,
onc platoon of the 162nd Smoke Genor-ting Co., ~nd four storn boat
operators fron the 178th Engincer (C). Bne

A short 24-hours cxisted before the assnult crossing wes to
toke placc and a rultitude of things hod to be donc n~nd.cocrdinnted
under the supervisicn of Group-
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After Action Report, continued 1107th Engincer (C) Group - March

Crossing sitcs had to be opproved by the Infrntry cormanders,
the spmount of cguipnent to be located at cech site decided upon, the
locations for cquipnent beforc derk ~nd the asscrbly arce for tais
cquipnent after dark hod to be found, a cormunicrtion systen in-
velving the use of radios and tclcphones had to be plenmned, the
eriount of personnel nceded for cnch phase of the oper~ticn had to . be
determinéd; snd as nll thesc things were subjcct to approval or
change by. the Division or Corps Engincér beecausc of the tactical sit-
vation, alternatc plans had to be nade,

: Two radical chonges came up at the-last nmorent. Thé criginal
plan called for the crossing of two compenics of Infantry at site
onc, Oberwesscly onc company at 'site 2, St. Gonr; and two compsnies
at site 3 which was North of St. Goar. This wns chrnged the cvening

f the crossing and the new plan wes to put o Bn across.at Site

- 1, two comprnices &t sitc 2 and thrce companies at site 3. This chongc

nceessitated new allocations of cquipment and men.

Anothoer prSBlcm was the sceuring of operators for the motors to
»c uscd after the first assault wave crosscd., The 527th Engincer
Light Ponton Co. which hsd becen under Group for scveral months had
52 traincd motor-boat opecrators. However, this Compeny had been dee
tached at the last moment end sent North to assistthe 1102nd Engr (C)
Group in it's opcration, lcaving the 1107th Engincer (¢) Group with
no trained personncl of this typc. ' : :

The promised operators for the assrult crossing did not arrive
ond os the hour approached therc wexc only four available for cach
site..

The 243rd Engincer (C) Bn chosc a spot sbout 6 miles from the
river to inflatc the pontons snd ~sscmble the briise. When the word
was given to build the bridge after the enery had been cleared fron
the far shore, they could bring this bridge by scctions to the river
and begin construction. Dgbris from a blovm overpass coning into
tovm was to be cleared br the 188th Eng (C) Bn while the crossing
‘was boing n~de. Two routes would thon be open over which cquipment
could be neoved.

The 188th Engincer (C) Bn took the ncéessery cquipment to con-
struct threce 5 boat Infrntry support rafts, for cach sitc about two
niles from the river just after dark on the night the crossing was to
be nmrdc. : :

The 168th Engineer (C) Bn drew their cquipnent from the Engincer
dump carly in the afternnon. The assault wns to toke place 0200 26
March 1945. Assault boats to be manned by the 168th Enginccr.C Bn

were moved to0 the final asscembly axces 2200 hrs 25 March 1945.
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The assembly arcas at site no. 1, nnd sitc noe 2 were in the to
of Obcrwessel and St., Goar. Site No. 3 was in n weoded arca ab
3 nmiles farthor down the rivere. At sitc No 1 ond 2, the strec?
of the tomms ran porallel te the river and trucks could be unloaded
on thesc streoets without veing cxposed to obscrvntion from the other
-sidce. ' '

i (A @ -

Y

The Cp for the control of thé-whclc operstisn wns estrblished in
an 0ld castle on the cliffs overlooking St., Goar.  The castlc wes
built in 1200 and destroyed by the Froench in 1650. From this CP

arcas, to the 1107th Engincer Rear CP and to VIIT Corps. The CPfs

of supporting Corps Aytillery, the divieion crossirg the river ot
this point nnd thnt of the 1107th Znginecr ¢ Group werc cstablished
at thig eaatles - ‘ :

Although the division wes crcssing at thrce peints, oppositicn
was not oxpected to be in great strength at any onc point cxcept
Ste Gofr. ' The dav prior to the crossing, the Gernens had announced
on their radio that a creossing had becn nmade 2t Sg. Goar.

Aftcer the cquipnient had been asscrmbled, therc werce 55 assault
boats, 4 storm bo~ts cr power bont opcrators, two utility boats ond
10 motors at each site. It was felt thhat the biggest shortage would
be in nmotor-boat opcrators becausc most of the trocined personncl wos
still with the 1102nd Engr C Group. :

Group established & forward CP at 1800 hrs the night before the
assault. 4n advonced party composcd of It. Col. Clerk, M/Sgt Grether
oand T/Sgt BErnst went. down at 1400 hours to moke prelininoyy proparas-
tions. The rost cof Inrdon Tac composcd of Colencl Heobort, Major
Hahn, Major Stratte, Capt. Greer, T#Sgt Gleubcrrnn, T/4 Krafchik,
aryived at the appointed time. T/5 Sacriscn and T/5 Shenil: who were
atchd to the 1010th Engr Tresdway Bridce Co Wwerce dropped off”at
the CP while enroute to the sitc., IHnjor Troy ond Ikcjor HMcVey ccor-
dinated movement of cquiprment and motcrial from ronr CPe

The ‘cormunicnticn scection had been busy all Aoy leying the
necessary lines to insure the success of the operntion. - Thc crow
working under Lt. Blatchley and M/Sgt Palnintcri coriposcd of T/5
DeIucn, T/5 Argol ond-Pfc Cleck werc on the. job 48 hours without
rclicf and kept communicotion chnnnels open through the whole period
of operaticns. At one time, they had 24 lines opcrating off of
18 cdropse. : 4

Prior to the time the nssault was launched, the shelling wns
fairly constant by the Germans from the cast bank of the Rhine river,
Oyr artillery was guict, also our LG's becrusc it was hoped that this
would be a surprisc operation similar to that which teook place in
XII Corps to thc south of VIII Corps.

In the fading moonlight, it #ins possible to scc the lst assault
boats putting out from the shacdowy shores at 0200. They had gonc

5



After lietion Report, continucd 1107th Engincer (C) Group - M~rch

ehout a2 third of the wey o.cross the river when it scemed that 2ll the
a2cll that could be concentratcd in onc spot broke locsc upon then.
lnst of it wns fror 20rm guns. Bonts were scen to disintcgrate

end go up in o geyser of flying wood ~nd sprowling bodics. The boats
net caught in the cross fire driftcd drwn thc ncrr shore ~nd were
able to land on the cneny side while guns werc ccneentrating their
firc on beoats in the middle of the river. Then =11 ws quict.

Prior to the crossing, it had been deeided that o certrin nurboer
of borts would be cquipped with 22 1/2 HP notors -nd thesc borts weuld
be used to tow as nany bonts as possiblc boeck nercss the river. This
was to prevent boats from getting too frr dewn-stremn on the roturn
Cressing when they hnd to be paddled by three cngincers. If hoth
crossings had to be nade by nan-powey it was cstizrted the boots
would be at least 3 kilormcters dovn stream by the time they returned
to the friendly side. This was becausc the Rhine river current was

w2bout 5 miles an hour at this point. 1In the dérossing, therc were
‘%hrec Engincers and 9 Infantrymen in the bost.

By 0400 hours, no information had been received as to the number
of boats that had rcachcd thc other sidc or had returncd to the west
bank of the river. Op the 1lst asscult wave at St. Goar, thirty-onc
boats werc taken in the wators cdgc. Thrce of thesc were knocked
out by firc from an 88 becforc they weore launchced. One shell killed
thrce of the four-motor-boat-operators, injurcd 6 other cnlisted
personncl of the 168th Engr ¢ Bn ~nd killed Coloncl Montgommery,
Chenmical Officer on the staff of tho Corps Comnimndcr.

The Engincers nvailable for nmenning the boats at this sitc had
gonc in the lst wave. As nonc had roturncd in tho first two hour
efter the assault was launched, it wes felt all the bo~ts were lost
on the for shorc and what Engrs werc able to gct across werc fighting
with the infantry. e

Onc company of thc 1252nd Engincer (¢) Bn was rleorted corly in’
the cvening. At 0400, this company wrs ordercd to rcport to tho St
Goar sitc as all Engincers from the company of the 168th Inginocer (G}
Bn at this site hnd beon comitted. The other two companics wexrc to
be dlerted and moved forword cs soon rs possiblc. This wrs donc be-
causc no information had been received fron the other two crossings
and it wés possible thev night have hrd the s rc situntion 28 was at
sitc two.

It weas cvident that some of the infantry hsad gotten neross to
the town of st. Goarhausén ncross the river. Tots of small nrms firo
could bc heard. When deylight come, it was possiblc to sco thenm
advancing toward the ccntcr of town, clcaning it out house by housc.
Also, onc could sce shattcred asscult boats lining the other bank,
along with numerous dend and wounded.

BE
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- Woxd had bcen reecived that the crossing at sitc Neo. 1 had gone
well. Therc was nct nuch opposition. -The construetion of rafis :
could be started. But at site No. 3, therc had beon strong opposition.
As 2t site 2, nost of thc _nurdecrous firc had coLw fron 20nn flak guns
and heavy ‘“chlno guns . : :

At 0900, it was dcecided to scond another V'VC ~crcss. Fourtecen
boats werc put in the watcr and nll of them reacl.ed the other side
without e shot being fired ot thenme It was then ch"cd snfe to start
sending the boats ncross as fnst os possible. Howcver; when beats of
the third wave startcd across the rivcer, they wer s et with Intensc
fire fron 20rm guns cnplaccd on thc high ground up the rivcr. Five
of the first 6 boats storting ncross were shct P =

o Arorlcan artillery and sSP guns fircd at Georren crpl"cotcnts the
rest of theé norning ~nd the greater prrt of thce ~ftcrnoon. At 1700,
sunder eover iof smckc, two bonts were oblc to gct across the river
with ncdics nnd arnmunition. Bogts following thern WCr e net fircd upon,,
At 1730, thc for shore was sccurcds

Coloncl Hobnrt had given Lte. Col Allun of thc 188th Engrs orders
to start constructing the rafts at site one, at 1000. The ordcr for
sitc two was given at 1800, ILt. Cols Alleon wns to usc his owm judge-

rent and confer with the Inf°ntry cormnndcer ns %0 whcn to construct
thc rafts at site thrce. :

et AR el o ono pnd sito thrce, the cngineers hed hnd storn bonts
~nd utllity boats running sincc fairly corly in the rorning. At
both sites, they had been able to bring both cngincers ~nd bonts
back from the far shore. But 2t sitc two, thrce of the four opera=
tors had been killed before the initinsl assnult-cnd the othor opera-
tor had not becen cble to neconmplish very nuch..

To cxpedite futurc crossings, ~ftcr the first wnves hnd cs-
tablished ~ bridgchead, rnore notors ~nd bonts wcre brought down fronm
the cngincer dump by the 1252nd Engincer (C) Bn. The noters were not
mach help beeuasc they were still packed in grensc ~nd hnd ncver boen
uscd. -It-was late. In the ~ftcrnoon befeore tho Utility boats were
working at 8sitc No. 2, along with thrce 22 1/2 HP notors ¢m the as-
sault bonts, ‘ : :

In a confecrchee between Coloncl Hebart, Lie Col. Skinncr, and
the Infantrv commeonder ~t 1700, it was considcrod snfc to start cone
struction of the treadway bridge. Work on the bridge wnas started
2t 1930 hrs on the 26th ~nd wes finished at Pldnlunt on the 27th.

It was 828' long whon completeds

The swift current of»thesRhino upsct plans for o SPCCuV comple=-
tion cf the bridse. It was thcought the pontons could be held in place
without using o cablce. A4Additional enchors wcrc rade using Bailcy
Bridge pancls w1tb spikes welded to onc sidc of theme Constructicn
of the bridge started, but when only - short way fror shore the cur-
rent washed cable and ancher in unkcr the pcntons. Plans had to be

6.7- *
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rcmaic_ani o -cakhle strung across the rlver. Twd power boots were
lost in this operation. ; ' :

As soon as the cneryy had beén: clo*rc@ fror the surroundlng hills
at site onec, six LCVP's of the U.S. Navy werc put into opcration.:
These -craft ‘could carry men and-hecavy cquiprnent. It did not toke

long ‘'with thesc LCVP's tc put the rest of rcgiment across ot this
sitce :

Whilc the bridge was under constructicn, the 188th Engincer (€)
Bn was supposcd to construct a log boonm ns a temporary cxpedlient to
halt floating mines. Thc 1301st Engincers werc scent down from Arny
to construect twe booms. One was to be anti-personnel and the other
ono Uould stop hcbvy barges lO?dOd with polﬂsivbs. :

: Othﬁr neasures token’ to guard thc bridge 1nc1udcd SP guns fron
the 174th FA. Thesc were cquipped with rﬂdrr sttochments that would
disclose any noverients on the river ot night. There were four scarche
libhto, twve on each side- of the river. And on the bridge itseélf,

a.platoon of Engincers were plgccd with urdcrs to shoot at any float-
1ng cbjerts in the water that looked like nincs.

Major Hohn and. the corrunication scction staycd at the forwwfﬂ
CP during the whole operation, which wns fron theo night of thb 25th
until the rornln of:Ehic: 28th

Major McVay, S/Sgt Scfeik and Sgt. Marks rclicved p of the
persSonncl in the forward Cp for the Sccond and third dn vs. Majer
Troy and Captain Kaplan werce at Gyoup headquirtors and ccordinnted
the movenent of SuppllOS and cquip ient when nccded. ' e

To assist in the cnblnocr phnsc of the oper~tion an aid sta tion
WS sct up by Major Strattc, and thc Gyoup nedics.

This river erossing was onc of the majcr tnsks undertnken by the
1107th Engincer (C) Group. Also,. it was cqunl in irmportance to any
operations done br othcr Gyoups or any contemplatcd operaticns. "For
this recson, it is best tc review a fow irportont pecints in the oper-
ation in ease n river cressing of this magnitude hos to be undertaken
in thec futurc. e -

First: The Engincer officer at cach site ohﬁuld heve a finnl
confercnce with the qu“ntrv cormnender in chorge of the crossing
at his site.. A definite understonding should bo rcached as to the
nurber of boaots at his AlSpOS 1, the number of Ingincers that will
.bc used to nen the first and successive ass2ult wove, and the nunbery
in rcscrve after the flrst wove is lhunchou.

Sccond: Irrmcdiately after the loss of any unblnuor pcrgonnol,
snd cspecinlly key pcorsonncl like ouor boat operators, the Infantry
commander at the sitc should be in cxrricd. :

Thirds Havc a rescrve ot cench site cqual to the porspnncl end
cquip"ont to be uscd in the first ?SS“ult VOVC.

3 1
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Fourths Detail and officer to o to the durp ~nd cheeck o1l
cquiprient thot is to be used. At St. Goar, rotors werc delivercd
to the crossing sitc theat hed ncver teen unpacked and still were
coatcd with cosmolenc.

Fifths Have plans nede nnd coordinated to fit nny situ~tion so
-the assault boats con be brought fror the cncry shore back to the
friendly shoxrc.

Group noved to St. Goar on the 29th and ;nsscd ncross the ncwly
constructed trecadway on the 30th.

Most of the work in thec ncw scctor Enst of the Rhine included
renoval of road blocks, filling craters and chccking the towms occu-
pied by the diffcrent units for Gerniem soldicrs who had cseaped the
Anerican Blitzkricg.

The lnst day of the nenth, the 188th Engincer (C) Bn started the
construction cf a floating bailey bridge over the Rhine at Ipgrech:
It wes to be 1540' long. When this bridge was completed, twe woy
traffic could flow with case across the river.

It looked as though the end of the road lezding to Bcrlin wn.s
in sight.
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AFTER ACTION REPORT FOR APRIL 1945

The first 16 days of April, the 1107th Engineer Combat Group
moved nine times and advanced approximately 280 miles into Germany.
During this period Group supported the 89th Infantry Divisien, and
for a short time the 4th Armored Division.

All engineer work of first priority wés with oné objective in
view, keeplng a vood MSR open for the divisions.

The Germans had blown numerous bridges on the autobshn and on
the secondary roads leading to this super—hlghwqy. Their second
method of slowing down the advance of American trocps was road
blocks. These blocks were of timber construction and were poorly
defended. The old tried and true method of laying extensive mine
fields was virtually abandoned by the Germans as the Army penetrated
deeper into the Fatherland.

Bridges on the autobahn were huge affairs. PFortunately, only
ene span was blown in the majority of bridges. When a Bailey Bridge
. would not take care of the span, a by-pass was found and usually
- involved the construction of a treadway bridge. ZITwelve of these
bridges were built by the battalion supporting the_division or. by
the division engineers during the advance.

: Nearly every blown bridge presented different engineering
problems. For example, one gap was so wide and materials so scarce,
the gap was fillsd with earth using D-T's, an Osgood, and dump
trucks. (See pictures Nos. 1, 2, and 3). Some Bailey Bridges were
so long and Bailey Bridge -was so scarce that bents were used to
bring a DS Bailey Bridge up to Class 40. This also saved time in
the construetion of long spans. (See photograpz Noe 4) s

A report from the 243rd Englnger C Bn tells of another construc-
tion problem. Attached pictures 5, 6 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 supple-
ment their report which is as follows "On the autobahn at X027654,
Germany, German engineers set off four pressure charges in an effort
to destroy the first span of the overpass; but the charges merely
buckled the two center stringers of the four stringsr brilge, and
blew four holes through the concrete. rOadbed dostroylng 25 feet of
the roadbed.

A Bailey Bridge and twec spans.of steel treadway were constructed
to temporarily provide means of two-way traffic across the obstaclee.
Iwo timber bridges 24 feet wide and 31 feet long replaced the tem-
porary bridges, and provided four lane traffic. PFourteen 31 ft.

I beams were used for stringers in the wooden bridge.

As a result of the ﬁeﬁolition, it was nccessary to strengthen
the buckled stringers of the original bridge with pisrs. The ground

“l~
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directly beneath thé stringers was steeply sloped and a leveled arca
50 £t by 15 ft was cut for the base of the piers. The steepness

of the slope made the use of a bulldoze¥ impractical, so the level-
ing work was done with pick and shovcl. To provide a firm founda-
tion for the piers,. two layers of railroad ties were laid in the
levelled area, the bottom-layer perpendicular to the roadway, the
top layer parallel to the roadway. Care was taken to insure a-level
foundation. One platoon was employed in preparing the site for the
construction, another platoon was uscd to secure the nscessary tim-
ber——thirty posts 30 ft long with a minimum dismeter of 10 inches
and thirty posts 17 ft long with the same diameter. In zddition,
timber for caps, sills and bracing of bents had to be obtained.

Because of the steep slope =nd the difficulty of handling the
timbers, the bents werce constructed on level ground about 60 £t from
the sife. The distance from the ground to the stringer mnecessitated
a pier 45 £t high consisting of 6 bents,.a bottom section of ~three
bents 30 feet high and a top section of three bents 15 £t high.
Bach of the three bents in the bottom section werec built with five
posts placed four feet from the center on the gill end 2 £t from-
ccnter to center on the ;ap. Transverse bracing was uscd. The 3
bents in the top scction were built with five posts placed 2 fect
from center. to center on the sill and on the ceap. Transverse
bracing was also used. All posts were fastencd tc the'caprand sill
with drift pins and scabbing. ' : el g

The bents were moved into position by block and tacklc fastened
to the stringers of the wooden bridge and powcred Dby the winech of
s truck. The three beats forming the wttom scction of the pisr
ware placed into position and braced to each other by means of
longitudinal bracing. The three bents forming the top scction were
placed into positfon in the same way and braced longitudinally. At
the junction of the two section of the outside bents, -guy cebles. .
were attacheds On the top of the .pier, 15 inchcs of cribbing wes
placed and the stringsrs jacked up and wedges driven in to allow
the pier to offer support to the stringeri : ' :

A second pier was constructed in the samc woy 28 the first oné’
and was placed in position to complete the job.

The' job requiréd one platoon'for erection =znd the total con-
struction of the piers took eight .days.” : -

Because of the rapid changing tactical situztion, XX Corps was
shifted from the Corps North flank to the right or southcrn flank,
end about the same time VILI Corps was attached to First US Army.
Group took over the entire XX Corps ‘area for rozd maintenance and
engineer work in addition to its assigned Zone in VIII Corps.’

By the middle of the mdﬁth, after the ‘advance had stopped and

area assignments had been made to the different battalions, it was

....2...
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apparent tnat the big job would be the renlaglng of mllltary bridges
with fixed bridges.

During the next 15 days Group's Bn's removed 25 Ballo" Bridges
and 13 treadway bridges.

About half of tbese were replaced with firxed bridges. The to-
tal number of feet of bridge (fixed) constructed duriag the month
was 1073 £t with an addltlonal bridge, 217" in lu‘,th, being conm-
pleted the 2nd of May.

Many thlngs aoout germany dnd the German war machlne were of
more than passing interest as the American spearheads made their
lightning advance to the east., There were tne vast number of un-
dameged war plants and manufacturing ceanters, and the vast supolles
and materials on hand. American troops saw their £irst-slave lzbor
and concentration camps. (Pictures 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17,

" taken LY uorporal Henderson at Ohrdruf, There was the seeming ig-
norance of the civilian population of the oru>1tJ and sadig tic ten-,
dencies of tnelr army. e

: Units in the forwa d areas usually bacame & m;llt Ty govern—
ment detachment whether they wanted to or not. G*oup turned its
troubles over to the S-1 department and here is the story of Lt
True and the problams hﬁ had to deal with. ; i

"Immediately after our arrival in Weids, the Geman Civil
Authorities came to us as the nearest YLULUSbAt“thCD of American
Military Auathority. There had been an AMG Detachment in- fown for
one day but had gone, lesaving a wide-~open problem on our hands
A meeting with the Burvomelster, Chlgf of Police and an 11tcrn’~t T
was arrsnged by Lt. Colond Clerk, st which I wzs 2 spectator. Then
the town- and its problems were hendcd over 1o me. 'he principal. -
problems encountered wercs Sy by s

&
1a
S
m

-

1, Looting and plunderlng by thu dlspl rced p;rsansfin the town.
2.~ The lack of transportation =nd c0mmunlcﬁtlons to brln; food
1n+o *he 01ty.

‘Dt The issuance of passes to those neeessary pszople , such
doctors, nurses, food producers =nd policemen and armlné OI the
latter to cope with the Crowds.

v
u

‘4, General civil problcms caused by the occ
town by American troops, some 10,000 dlsplaced p2
detanmlned number of German rvfugecs.

upa tlun of th@ ;
rsons 2nd an un-

The obgectlvg was tc gct the c1v1l,:dm1n1qtradloﬁ going well;
@nOugh to keep thu problems from interfering: with ocur operations

s 3 -
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without letting the Germans have to0 many privileges or too much
independence. In several conferences with the Burgomeister, the

key pecople were selected, given passes and instructions as to the
limitations imposed by the American Military Government. Within

four or five days that much of 'the problem was going very well.

The Polish and Russian laborers wére practically uncontrollable

until liaison was established between them and the Burgomeister.

A meeting was arranged with two Russian reprcsentatives, the burgo-
meister and two other German officials, nyself, and three interpre =
ters. The decisions reached werc:

1. The Russians, Poles and all other Bastern European DP's
would be controlled by the Russian leader. He wuld establish
his own police to work with the German policec to do this. The
Russian leader would stay on the job and sce it through until pro-
psr Russian Governmental Agencies arrived. He would survey and de-
termine the nceds of his people and place demands on the Burgomeis-—
ter to f£fill them. The pillaging would stop.

2. The Burgomeister would inspect the DP Canps and see for
himself their needs. He would furnish all essentials for their
health and well being, commandecring what he nceded, from whatever
German source he so desired. He was impressed with the fact that
the DPs were brought here by the Geman Goverament and therefore
were his problem,.

%, Iiaison would be maintained between the two factions; food
and clothing would be procured and issued in an orderly manner,
The American troops would not be called upon for help again unless
their problems could absolutely not be solved on scme other common
ground. :

Since the day of the meeting, things have gone very well under
the circunstances, for both the Germans and DPs.

During the period some 36 German soldiers turned thenselves
in and were evacuated. Also 8 civilians of dcubtful political
views, suspected high positions in the Party, S5S, Gestapoc, and other
Nazi affiliations were brought in by members of the Group, evecuated
to CIC screening pcints and subsequently released.

. . In various contacts with the civilian.population,.several were
found who were anxious to informn us about Nazi party nembers, acti-
vities, etc. None had information of any great value. The Burgo-
neister gave us a tip about a suspected aris cache, which was in-
vestigated and netted two German soldiers, one @ capntain, who were
driven to surrender by gunfire.

lstone to tactical

The civilian problem can definitely be a ni
units. The above sunnary is only a small part he various prob-
lens brought to me, ranging fronm births of babies to civilian crines.
Having had no experience or instructions in such natters, .all decis~
ions were not nmade by the "book" as nmuch as by "horse sense®". 1
would recormiend that all unit S-1's be given 2 short course in Mili-
tary Governnent and furnish a comprehensive handbook to assist then
in these situations. Of course, this was not a2 nornal set-up since
the regular AMG units were not nuncrous cnough to cope with all the
over-run area, and it is not the mission of tactical units to deal
with them, but it would facilitate subsequent 4MG activities if

A
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all concerncd were equipped to start the "ball rolling" along uni-
form lines.s I found the edple very cooperative and willing to
follow my word to the "lotterm", M ;

As each Battalion or wnit moved into = new ares a sgearch would
be made of all towns in -the area for German soldiers who had de-
cided not to fight any more and h-~d chonged into civilian clothes.,
Usually a few were picked up every dzy. Sometimes the houl was
large as in the case of the 168th Engr C Bn which captured 132 scl-
diers and five officers hiding in a house in Greiz the day after
the Burgomeister said the town was cleared and it hnd surrenderecd.

There was a little sniper activity in a few towns but none like
the amount promised by Hitler, Himmler end Gogbbels. After o house
was burned down by the enginccrs in one town <nd nine S5 ftrocpers
laid out to be viewed by the public there was nc more trouble.

In succeeding towns, it was impressed on the Burgomeistcer what would
happen if any disturbznce took place causing the discomforture of
American soldiers. Truops slept very well from then on.

The preceding menth, Bronze Stars were awarded M-ior Troy and
Captain Greer. The citations read as follows: "KAJOR THCMAS E. TROY,
0336752, Corps of Engineers, 1107th Zngincer Combat Group, United
States Army, for meritoricus sachicvement in councction with military
obcrations against the enemy from 17 July 1644 to 1 Pebruary 1945,
in France, Belgium, znd Germany. During and after the break-through
of the Enemy in the Ardennes sector, Major Troy was of great assis—
tance to the Group Commander in operating the forward command post.
His duties were successfully executed as he supcrvised sctivities
02 attached units, defended roadvlocks, maintoined engineer con-
struction works and directed the leying of minsfields. The devotion
to duty, excellent Judgement end disrcgard for his personal safcty
displayed by Major Troy constitute the highest traditions of the
srmed Forces and reflect great credit upon himself. BEBEntered mili-
tary service from New Tork

"CAPTAIN C.RMON C. GREER, 01647917, Corps of Engineers, 1107th
Engineer Combat Group, United States Army, for msritoricus eschieve-
ment in connection with military operations sgrinst the eneny from
28 January to 1 February, 1945, in Belgium. During this period,
Captain Greer was in complete chnrge of opening roads through the
important road center of St. Vith. With "round the clock" super-
vision, working under adverse conditions and under ensny artilliery
fire, Captain Greer wsas directly responsible for opening routes ,
and keecping essential military traffic moving to and from the Corps
front. The energy, resourcefulncss and efficiency exhibited by
Captain Greer constitute the highest traditions =f the Armed Forces
and reflect great credit upon himsel f. BEntered military service
from North erolina,™

On the 26th of April, Group received an order awarding Major
Hahn 2 Bronzz Star.



- : HEADQUARTERS
; 1107TH ENGINZER COMBAT GROUP
APO 339 +UsS. ARMY

AYTER ACTION‘REPORT FOR MAY 1945

e ®B0ut the first of May, thesfactical limiting line was reached and
a static situation ensueds Zhe 1107th dngineer Combat Group, and the
units under Group resumed the normal role of supporting Corps opera-—
tions. On the fifth©f the month, one company of the 188th Ingineer
(C) Bn and a forward CP of the Bn. was established at Zwickau in or—
der to give close support to the 314th Engineers of the 89th Division.
The division was to attack in an easterly dircction south of Chemnitz
and straighten the line between Chemnitz and Pilsen and cover the
left flank of Third US Army.

In the North, the German armies were surrciaded and collapsing;
and in the South, General Patton was well into Czecho-Slovakia.
Ninth US Army, which assumed operational control of VIII Corps on the
sixth of the month, called off the attack and the 183th Enginecrs
moved back to its old area.

With the cessation of hostilities M.G. assumed responsibility
for routine road maintenance and it was apparent that other Engineer-
ing work was going to be slight. Plans were made to establish sever—
al schools.

The new commanding officer of the 1107th Engineer Combat Group,
Lt. Col. Clark, desired as full a schedule as possible. in all phascs
of recreation and training to keep the men occupieds

During the course of the month, a modified treadway hridge
school, motor boat school, equipment school, and water sunply school
werzs set up and run under the supervision of Group. Certificates werec
issued to those who succéssfully completed the coursss given in the
water supply and equipment schools.

The treadway bridge school was cstablished For the purpose of
experimenting and demonstrating with a modified treadway bridge de~
signed to carry the new M-26 tank and the big tank recovery units.

The school was run by the 997th Engineers snd each battalion sent

its officers and key NCO's to the school. 3Iighty-two men were . =~ &
trained. After they had been train:d they were given the bridge

for use in instructing the men of their command.

A few changes in the method of constructicn of the bridgce were
guggested by Group and a written report submitted to the Corps Eng-
ineers. s

The motor boat school was run by personncl of the 511th mngine—
eer Light Ponton Co. Twenty-Four men ware scat to the school for a
2-day course in first echelon maintenance and usc of the motors on
assault boats. Lack of trained personnel at the Rhine river crossing
showed the. value of always having a large number of operators in
each unit,

Pl
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During the month, the 628th Engineers established 2 school to
train operators in the use of equipment carried by a light equipment
compang)”mggew§ngg}‘gg@hﬁgpm§.we§ks and 108 men werc trained from
the units, Officers, particularly those receiving direct commissions
or detailed in the Corps of Engineers from other =rms or services
attended o two—day familiarization coursce

A water supply school was supervised by T/Sgt Reidelbach. The
purpose of the school was to make adéitional competent and efficient
water supply personnel for each of the units. The oversll purpose
of these schools was to have replecements ready for those who might
be fortunate enough to goc home on the point systemg The whole traine-
ing program under Group was set up with this in mind. If men were
lost the efficiency of the units would not be imprired, and before
the month had passed, the snusueal dispersion of water points to ser-
vice all parts of the Corps Area made it necessary to use many of
these newly trained operatorse

Other units in addition to those under Group were allowed 10
send men to the different schools for training. The division engin—
cers of the 89th Division and the 76th Division both participated,
and some men were sent up from the 1102nd Enginecr Combat GFroup.

In zddition to the above mentioned schools, the 188th Engineer
(C) Bn and the 243rd Engineer (C) Bn went in for extensive training
in fixed bridges. Three pile bridges were built al ng with various
types of fixed bridges. Near the end of the month, 2 suspension
bridge was started by the 188th Engineer (C) Bn.

Other training included demolitions, range firing, rigging,
and a comprehensive program for reinforcements. These reinforcements
mostly converted infantry riflemen or air corps ground crew ?
were organized into provisional platoons.

During this period, the 168th Engincer (C) Bn was evacusting
Released Allied Military Personnel. One collecting point was Gera,
and another at Zwickau. They shipped the libcroted prisoncrs oub
by rail, truck and by air. Sometimes they moved as mcny as 5,000
during a 48-hour period. During this month, supply lines were 10ng,
transportation was scarce, and the 168th Enginecrs had a big problem
in securing food for their PW!s. Most of it was requisitioned from
the Germans. RAMP's were evacuated to Czecho—-Slovakia, Russia,
France, Belgium, Holland, and the Baltic states. On the 26th of the
month, Groupg was crdered to open a recception station for German PW's
at Erfurt. The station was opened at the Germen srtillery barracks.
nge Company of the 243rd Engineers was moved to frfurt to handle the

prisoners. )
T —— On the Ninth of the ndngh, = forest fire vrcke out in the woods
north-of the autobshn between“Gera =2nd Jena. m- - Pire wag south of

the town of Eisenverg. There wodg German ammuni tio
containing approximately 48 thousahq tons of explosives cad borms of
all types.. Because of the yiolence »E_the gxpiozions, the autobahn
was closed for several days. The 188th-Bngineers and 243rd Engineers

n damp in the woo ds
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used dozers to cut fire bresks amd hold the flames in check.,
~ Because of the time of #the first explosions, it is believed

they were caused by the German 28-day delay firing device. the
German troops had pulled out of the area zbout oxnec month prior to

the time the fires znd explosions started. When the fire subsided,

a detail from the 168th Engineers detoanated a2ll uncxploded explosives
that might have endangered passing vehicles on the autobahn and after
cleasring the resulting debris, the mutobzhn was recpened .

The 16th of the month, Group was given the mission of evacuating
all Engineer materials in the area, First priority was to be one inch
lumber, second priority was all ether lumber and third priority was
to include iron, steel, pipes, roofing paper and othecr building
supplies.

Upon a varbal request from Engincer Section, VIII Corps to re-
port the condition of all railroad lines, yards and siding facili-
ties-in our assigned area to facilitate the evaocuation of engineer
meterigls, an exXtensive reconnaissance was initiated by the 1107th
Engincer £C) Group. Daily reconnaissance reports were submitted by
our subordinate units, the 188th Engrs and 243rd Ingrs. A consoli~
datzd report was turned in to the Engineer Secction, VIII Corps daily,
containing the desired information as to the rchabilitation of the ERRw»
The submitted informdati on consisted of the carlicst possible comple-—
tion date of interrupted railroad linecs, yard and sidings. Our
reconneissance was made in conjunction with the %41st Enginecer Rail-
way Bn. Most of the damaged rail-lines and bridges were being re-
paired by this unit. Equipment consisting of on: crane, one alr-
compressor and one welding outfit was loaned by Group to the 341st
Engineer Railway Bn to enable them to finish & railroad bridge on
schedule at Gcra. :

Reconnaissance tcams were sent out to find the nearest avail-
able lumber yards to Gera and Werdau which werc to be the first
shipping points. Trucks started hauling on the 17th and by the 20th
the work was coordinated in such a2 manner that four additional points
for loading were opened up. Group was supported in these operations
by the 3810th QM truck company.

The bottle neck developed in the securing of engines to take
the trains away. They were at a premium and could not be secured
through Corps. Major Hahn contacted Sgt. Zimmasrman of the 25th Reg-
ulating station in Zeitz. It was agrezd that he would arrange for
empty cars when contacted 24 hours in advance and also for clesring
trains from Zeitz. Trains would be delivered to Zeitz and enpties
would be hauled backe There would have been another bottlencck in
the securing of cars for loading if it had not been for the iniative
of the battalions.

By the end of the month, 4,102,125 bd £t of lumber had been

loaded along with cars contahing roofing paper, plywood, beaver bhoard
and tar paper., By the end of the month, two hundred and thirty cars

g B



After Action Report for May 1945, continued 1107th Engr (C) Group

had been shipped with 506 cars on sidings awaiting shipmwnt. _The
mejority of the lumber was one inch stock. It wes found an enginecr
company from = Combat Bn could haul =ad load =2 40 cer train cvery 3
days when the lumber was availalble.

The ‘recreation program set up by the differant units revolved
~round swimming and softball. « All units had nice pools at theag‘
disposals: A softball lcague was formed with units in or near Velida
perticipating. X

During the month, the subordinate units of this headqu°3t3?§
woere sprend out to distances up to 25 miles, =nd beyond thc t~lking

onge of field wire. Switches of largor headquw ters were pot ayall—
able, so maximum use was made of existing commercial open wilirc clrs=
cuits. These circuits reguire considerable attention, as such prob-
lems 2s cross-talk, swinging shorts, and hum arise. It was found
that good coanections, and doubling the pairs helped reduce the hum
where field wire had to be connectad to the copper. Cracked insula-
tors, sagging lines, and inpropcr field wire ties around the =rms
and insulators have all contributed to swinging shorts =nd cross—
talk some of wihich can be climinated without the use of speodal
cquipment., With the 2id and advice of Signal Corps specialists and
the sxperience gained by the unit wiremen, working continucusly to
improve these conditions, this hadgquarters has mointained good com—
munications over open vire circuits.



