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Stringing popeorn for the Christmas tree on the steps of the Royalton
Church are, Mrs. Millie Dahlin, Cambridge, Mildred Wendt, Rush
City, Lilian Hjeln, Rush City[back] and Olesley Cole, assistant set
director. Watching them is Arvid Carlson.

‘Melodeon’ captures
rural flavor

Area residents play intricate




Taken cr;mpl by surprise,
Mrs. Heinrich, ”q?ﬂgguy woman
nearing 70, said *‘No sir’ " initially,

stuff.’

During the next two weeks,
Mrs. Heinrich was visited by
different members of Englund
Enterprises who would try to talk
lfl:rrminm allowing them to use her

Mrs. Heinrich finally agreed
after a personal visit with George
Englund and Tom Krebsbach,
Englund offered to provide

~ lodging and meals in one of the
- motels in the area while the
filming took place, but Mrs.
Heinrich had no intention of
leaving her home of 50 years to
complete strangers. Krebsbach
then provided her with a modern
motor-home that was parked near
the old chicken coop in the farm

Rumors were flying around the
area that the company had offered
to send Mrs. Heinrich on a paid

n to Germany. Mrs.
Heinrich has heard those rumors
00, but as far as she knows hasn't
been by anyone connected

t. /'It's chaos,” lei.l¢

'm too old for that kind of

The Panavision camera, sound equipment and yards of electrical cord were positioned in

front of the barn at the

colors and dirt roads leading to
the secluded farm house.
What's it like watching your
house completely redecorated to
an earlier era, with stoves,
urescent lights, carpeting and
furniture remo disguis:

‘‘No one can

g l!\ﬁrgm wonderful chao

5. Heinrich was impressed
the hard work involved in

pmduclﬁ_g a movie and with the

niceness of the cast and crew.

3 “‘They were very nice to me,’’ she

said.
Mrs. Heinrich took an active

n role while the movie company was
1 in the area, recruiting locals T

people have been very cooperative
and wonderful.” X

“‘Usually on location, you get a
lot of people interested in movie
careers, but around here people
are more curious,”” Graves said.
She did say they ha

" other people

Several 'actors and actresses’
from Minneapolis-St. Paul were
hired as extras for the film, as well
as a Minneapolis teacher who
served as tutor for George Parry
and the other children involved in
the production.

Lowell Anderson, a retired
minister from Stanchfield, was
hired as the minister in the church
scene. And Arvid and Mildred
Carlson, a Royalton Township
couple, were hired to play the
neighbors of Robards and Miss
Saint in the film.

Mike Johnson, Danny Cabak
and Jay Jindra, all from Hinckley,
were hired as drivers and
production assistants and have
xrh&mhgd movie company

ce they filming Oct. 2.
Jindr, last

‘Heinrich farm. The crew had taken a break for lunch.

Arvid Carlson who admits to
“‘never throwing anything away’"
had some tinsel at home and
brought it to the church for
McDougall to use.

“I always like to hire local
people whenever possible,”’ Mc-
Dougall said. ‘‘They always know
who can help and
usually know where to find
things."’

McDougall sang high praise for
Carol Norelius who helped find
the locations and lent her piano
bench with a needlepoint cover to
use with the Melodeon.

Several hours before the cast
and most of the crew were to
arrive at the Royalton Church for
a night of filming that would start
at about 8 p.m. and end
somewhere in the pre-dawn
hours, many curious people who
stopped to get a closer look at the
Christmas scene being created in
the church, took a few minutes to
help string popcorn for the tree
McDougall was working on inside.

Cars were kept moving outside
by members of the Pine County
Mounted Patrol, who like their
counterparts in Chisago County,
were hired by Englund Enter-
prises to keep local traffic moving
and away from the spot where
filming was taking place.

The pine trees on metal bases
that were used in the snow scenes
at the Heinrich farm were soon
brought to the church, about an

hour before the arrival of the

emi-trucks with the other
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speaking roles as Ralph and
lndDmlelLumn(R%b:r:n

hapel,"” Carlson said. He is
Cemetery board. Church services

haven't been conducted since the

Mildred and Arvid Carlson revi
about ‘‘The Melodeon'” at their
The couple will appear in

Mildred will appear in scenes wi

house.
Both of the Carlsons were in
manners of the cast and crew

some of the press
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hen table in rural Braham.
film as Buella and Ralph

Eva Marie Saint in the Heinrich

essed with the discipline and
Hollywood.
told that movie people were

not, they’re just as nice as can

id, ‘‘and work long hours."’
s so tired one of the days the

almost fell asleep standing up,”

wn, we can’t get away,’’
ds approach us and jokingly
ow what it was like.’"
med of," Arvid adds.

llves on the screen for the first

in December. They were
o days of shooting, but the

of the movie's stars, Jason Robards and
Eva Marie Saint.

Photos by Jackie Anderson and Wade Weber.

dailies, as they are called, weren't gone over until late in the
evening, so the Carlsons didn’t go to the production headquarters in
Hinckley.

The Carlsons were paid union wages for their acting roles and
although they won't say how much they were paid, admit that they
haven’t made that kind of money in such a short time in all their
years of farming.

Arvid was born and raised in Royalton Township. Mildred was
born in St. Paul and lived in Rock Creek before marrying her
husband 46 years ago.

She taught school for many years in West Rock and Stanchfield
and still substitutes in Braham. The Carlsons have two children,
Marvin, who took over the family farm, and Marilyn (Mrs. Wendell

. Tice) of Elk River..

Although the filming is done, the Carlsons still convey the
excitement of being in the movies. ‘I just couldn’t believe I was
there,”” Mildred said of the two days of filming.

Arvid (good naturedly) admitted that he was caught a couple of
times in the middle of the night reciting his lines in his sleep.
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