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MY LIFE 1IN CHENGWATANA TOWNSHIP
by Mrs. Mary Becvar, June, 1954
My mother and I came here early in 1898 from Minneapolis. I had never
lived in the country before so everything was new and strange to me, We :
arrived in Pine City at about 11 A, M. and my brother, Eli Husted met us and jy
started for his home.He had a lumber wagon and team of horses and after
leaving the Wilcox home we didn’t see another house until we got out by the
dam, There I saw a very large rambling old house which my brother told
me had been a hotel or stopping place for the stage cagch which used to
travel the old Government road from St. Paul to Duluth. Acrosss the road thepre
was an enormous big barn in which the horses and stagecoaches weee kept,
cRe-ef-ithe-heuses-ked-a-little-stere-in-34-e crossed the bridgewhich was
built on the dam and there wase a couple of houses and a school, One of
the houses had a little store in it where a few items could be bought, The
Murches lived here and way over by the lake the Carl Tripplers lived,We
followed the o0ld logging trail along the river for several miles,then ]
began slanting off a little northeast, and aftcr several miles, weary ones,
we came oul at our destination, and my future home,-We- now Voita’s
We had neighbors across the road, an old Bohemian couple and we vere ¥

were vVery good friends from the start altho Mrs, Dusbabec could not speak
English, and I could Speak no Bohemian, This fine 0ld lady would show me
something and tell me what it was in her language, and I would tell her
in English, and so she learned English and T learned a little Bohemian,

She taught me many of her old country recipes which I found useful as I

later met andg married g Bohémian boy

Cur next nearest neichbors were the Charles Glanville family,
They lived a mile away but we all got to know each other %ery well, They
first lived in gz little house about where our little white church stands

now, After a year or S0, he built the house across from the cshoolhouse,

District no, 1, My brother ®i1j helped hin




-
at this time and he also plastered the rooms for lr, Glenville. In this
family there were 4 girls and 3 boys. One of the girls still libe in
Duluth and I visit her vhenever I am in Duluth, iaul"ir

Another family lived just south of the schoolhouse.” This too was
a large family of about 4 boys and only one girl, Annaﬁggg»I became very
close friends and I visit her home in Superiory Wis. whenever I can. Her
oldest brother was my first escort to our nei hborhood parties and he still
tells people how we used to be together in our young days, He and his
wife are among my oldest and dearest friends today. We youngsters used to
go blueberrying and rabbit hunting together. If it was too far to walk,
some one would take a team and we would alll pile in a wagon or sleich
and whatgay times we had singing and enjoying ourselves, We would go down
the river fishing and build a fire and have our picnic dinners. It
seemed there was always%g?hzg tondo., It was Mr, Kruse who gave the land
for the schoolso his children would not have ge-fam to go way down to the
dam to school. At that time,District no,l took in a large territory of
schoollands, Méadow Lawvn school,the Brackenburyschool and one of the schools
across the river as well as the school at the dam belonged to our district.’wZ
Mr. Yohn Holler and lMr, Kruse were on the school board in 1898, :

A Vr, Netser awned the Engler place at this time but didn’t
livé on it, Mr., Jim Davis rented it and that was the Hustletown families
until later that fall,
Mr. Davis played the violinand we would gather there in #hr evenings and '
Nr. Davis would playfor us to dance , and sometimes we would have a really
large party and invite Meadow Lawners over, It was ﬁsually held at our
houselbecause our house was the biggest in the neichborhood.
You see when I came to Chengwatana there was just Lhe four femr

families of us close together but later that fall the Gibson family
motd in with e large family,from Pire Island., Cibsons lived just east of the

schoolhouse and he too played the violin so we always seemed to have

plenty of music. Two of these girls still live out in Crem E



Oregon. We used to be together as much as possible.
Shortly after that the Ed Adlers moved here and built on Bear Creek and the

¥ Tou Haneys built at the top of the hill across the ereek from Adlers, lr.
. Haney sold to Henry Davis in 190l,and the Carriers an_.Be?keysthad’mpved in
My husband bought land and moved here from Sleepy Eye , a gay young

bachelor who could play the violin from night until morning, He boughtthe

£irst team hauled seeder and binder to be used here, also he had a two row
riding corn plow which was unheard of before. And best of all to us giris,

he had a real top buggy, a very snazy affair, I assure you. He had a very

nice team of Morgan horses as well as several other horses so all the girls

wereagog to see who would be the lucky young girl to be asked out by this Aé
charming young beau and I was the very lucky girl and mJ*fhck lasted many happy
years.,

When we first came there really were 1o roads. We just followed the
01d logging r trailsand beliewe me they were really trails., One didn’t dare
start for town without an axe or saw in the wagon because you never knew
when you would find a tree dovn across the trail, I soon got over'bein& _
afraid of things in the country and after I was married I wanted my husband to
1et me have the liveliest team on the place, :

Vy husband and I moved to Sleepy Eye about 1201, where we lived
about four years . By the time we moved back there were many changes. The
Kruses had sold to Vr, Collet, The Glanvilles sold to Adolph Blazek, and
there were others comingin and settling all the time, The Bells bought and
lived where Mrs. Iindahl lived just west of the church, lVr Perkey had
moved here from Farmington, also the Nortons. Grandpa Carrier had moved
here and gradually the different farms were settled, Vr.and Mrs.lopper and

two sons came about this time also. Ir. criffith Talman built the first
house on the old Unverzagt place which he later sold to Mr, Kunz, who in
turn sold it to Henry Unverzagt.
In June, 1898, we had about a week 6f heavy rains and the dam wee-
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é;i'lntgr"us low enough we wou’d ford the river just west of the ==
r'!uddhn. That summer the road from Cross lake to Neadow Lawn was gru

Tripplers and hire him to row them to 1

D™

outand they started putting in corduroy fil's where necessary, TP@;Q;!_JC_

rebuilt and another bridge was laid on top. In 1200 the éam was\ﬁypapﬁte&f_

for the first time, Not much damage was done and travel was resumed in

a, day or so.

NMeadow TLavm was settled much more thickly than Hustltown. There were- «

the Royal Smith family, the M, K Smith family, the Kilgores, the Hathgways,

and the John Holler familily, Then fol owed the Purdys, and Johnsons and Se
the places got settled. There were several families of Scofields and the

Mrs. Charles Purdy was also one of ;he Tirst ¢€irls I became acquainted

with and we were always close friends, We were pals long before either of
us thought of getting married,

What did we do in time of sickness? I can tell you this y everyone

was readj and willing to help his neishbor.with work or help of any kind I
We of course had no telephones and if a doctor was really needed, someone m
the long trip to town for him . But it was only the extreme cases that
would call for a doctor. We all kept a supply of the well known weg-
remedies on hand and if a neighbor needed help he got it fast. Néver
News would travel fast even if we had no cars or phones and we didnot
wait to be asked to help we Justwent and tried to do what was to be donee 1
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