EIMER SMITH HISTOY
by Elmer Smith, 1954, June22.

In the spring ofl894 M, K, Smith came to Pine County, Minn to '

look the country over, said it looked good to him, Ceorge Holler had o

filed on the place where he built at. He bought Vr. #ollers rights

&

fT from him . and I and my folks came up the following fall. By that time

;\ Wesley kilgore had moved in, so they had raised the weef- house, split s

F shakes for the roof, We had a ches, team not so good, started from 5
; Elmwood, Wisconsin with our household goodsin a wagon and a cow tied ?
‘5 behind. We were three days on the road to the Chengwatana dam. Stayed

~ 211 night there, Started on next morning, followed the old tote road
? down Snake River, and then across Bear Creek, up through where the

i Bartheidel place is now, then farther eaat and up by the plaeef' John
i ﬁbller place, then west through the woods to the old log house, -
E Managedto get in a small piece of corn and a little garden next
f

spring, Then it started to rain. Rained till there was so much water it

ruined the little crop we had. Then I went back té@ Wisconsin and worked
I in the Veneefme pill that summer of 96, In the summer of 97 I went to
f North Dakota in haying and threshing. $1.50 in haying and $2,00 threshing, 1
from sun-up till sun-down, Togged in the winters, got from $5.00 to ?
b $6.00 for logs in Pine City. Took road work in the summer, Took care of the fl
i . family as my Dad wasn’t able to work, .

Got married and raised a big family, cleared off a farm, put up

- buildings -~ that was pioneer days. Buy horse feed and make ends meet

those days was a problem. Sold 5 cows in 1906 for 1 cent and a quarter

ey -

a pound,

Would the young folks do that today ? No, and I'm glad

they don?’t have to.
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