Uhen.ig;jn:un.rranklin the Trirst postmaster, developed %
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route system used in the United States, 1t is doubtful hg :?

ides of what enormous volumes of meil would somdfiey be deiis

this way.

While the rirst routes establishea were limitea to
Eastern regions during Franklin'‘s time they folliowed the

e

on vheir western asdvances. Pioncers were bent on carrying 21

Zetion 1o ail parts of the United States. As homes deve -glf
ey

=S
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~ _hina tne frontier, mail routes became a necessity.

~ LeesdepPs in the rield of development of this maill serviee

-

tiring erforts to see it aeveloreu in each area as farming reg
developea too rar Trom o village to make a d2ily wrip to the vi

&ge TO get the mall. Such a leader as this was George R.

-

;s Mr. laird lived in Eagon, South Dakota, where he had 2 mail rof
/

'

| He came to the Pine City area about the yeer 1900. He buils
fome north of the frormer Merk Smith ferm in Meadowlawn. Thll‘

& long way from town. There was no mail route out ot Pine v'f;

>
:‘this time. Mr. Laird, having been a rurel carrier, was eager -3
"a

.,

; have a raute to give sarv1ce to the region where he lived.
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about to obtain this service. It was necessary for Mr.
obtein enough signers to petition the Postal Department =t
ington, D. C. to establish the route. Mr. laird personally

ed the pioneers of the arec to obtzin their signatures as a

specified number was required for this petition.

At this time road conditions in the ares were not good. !hgi'

Ways were laid out on section lines but little work had been

to meke the rozds passeble even for tre vehicles of that .

Were l=2id in swamp aress to meke = foundation for the rog@i



- Dirt was Bauled over these logs to make & corduroy road so thet :
wagons :nd'carts would not cut into the mud. The best road at this
time wzs the Government roai which connected the Twin Cities with
Duluth.

The Postzl Department, upon inspection of these roads, found
eonditions fevorable for the development of the route. The route

was establishea end Mr. Laird beceme the fipst meil cerrier to

the Mezdowiawn region. He left his home in Mesdowlawn to move to
- Ltown 8o he eould report daily at the post office to precere the

mail for his journey afound t'e ro te.

The route was established to g0 to Beroun then eastwzard, then south-
ward to the 0ld Frank Heath farm now occupled by Fred Rose. Fronm
~ this corner it served the people east of here to Mecdowlawn, turn-

ing southward and then westwzrd to the Govepnment road to eross the

" '
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river , then on into Pine City. This route was not established to
serve all of the people of Meadowlawn as some pioneers were served

by & carrier from Hinckley.,
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Mr. Laird carried the mail on his route with a " sp an of horses"

as he callei tbem. These horses were his priie and Joy. They
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were high spirited and gave Mr. Laird many exciting moments on his

route. When his daily brip was made he enjoyed telling the stories "f

about the eéxcitement they head caused him.

Mr. Laird decided to move back to Eagon, South Dakota in 1908.

There he became a rural carrier again and retired from hls route .

there. His leaving Pine City left = vacancy on Route #3. This

ey

Vacancy was filled by the appointment of Walter Stephan as sub-

stitnte earrier for the route. He was cerrier for ebout a yecr ani

;;; a half ihep Joseph Thiry 5ecame regular carrier. Mr. Thiry : }
o @rrier on this route for mine yeers. T S “4
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s years Mr. Thiry cerried meil the rosis we-e

]ltraib roeeivad every oth=r day service. This was cans‘
aervice during this period.

r. Thiry provided himself with a special cart for mail-ce

7, ihis was designed to provide him with more comfort in riding_;ﬁ;A
'_vas eguipped with speclal sﬁrings. He had the same concenn“éi~f4
horses' comfort as for himself. For them he had a feed bag ‘
vide food on the daily jJourmey. This wss fasteped like a 1058

Wnile the horse wes walking they would jolt thelir hesds up end @
By this action the food was thrown into the hotse's mouth. :
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horse had to be taught to use this bag.
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When Mr. Thiry resigned from his position as carrier in 1917,i;£‘

Resch wes appointed temporary cerrier for Route #3. In 1918 |

Resch wes appointed regular carrier. That same yezr Mr. Resch
'-purchaseqk 1917 model Ford to carry the meil. This was the‘:;;{

time a cer had been used to carry meil on Route #3. This car wes

used only in the summer and horses were used during the wﬁnter@ii

Mr. Resch wes called into the service of the country duriang Woi 1
war- June-1918+— During the time of Mr. Resch's leave of

absence for war service Maurice Weinberger, John Resch, and
Cherrier were subsiitute e arriers. In May of 1919 Mr. Resch ;f

turned to his duties as mail carrier.

While Mr. Resch wes earrler on Route #3 he saw meny changes
place in the region Route #3 served: Roads were developed
horse and buggy tréils to graded gravelled roads. Shortly e
Mr. Resch's return from war service the pert of the route re-
ceiving every other day service was changed to provide daily

service for these patrons. This lengthened the route consid.




Later on other ehanges were made providing better service £

the people of Meazdowlawm and Chengwatana.

Much of the land wazs & wilderness with Iintermittant ferm lznds when
¥r. Resch first carried mail on this route. Todsy this areas hess
farm homes equal to the best throughout the state. Prosperous

fermers are operating their farms by tractors and a2ll patrons own

Care.

With the coming of the generzl use of the automobile the horse and
' - —bPuggy era was also taken over by the mechantzed ‘era. For =@ period
of time it was difficult to know what sort of vehicle to use during
the winter. Roais had to be graded up for automobile travel. This
made winter driving with horses almost impossible as the wind blew
the snow off the roads for meny miles. At other places the snow
drifted 80 deeply that a sled or cutter were the only practical ve-
hicle to drive. This was the most difficult period for rurel car-
riers. During these trying winters Mr. Resch encountered so meny
difficulties that he decided a snowmobile was the answer to this
driving problem. This did not prove to be too successful. A

snowmobile wes too expensive to operate, too time consuming, and

_breakdowns on the roed were too meny. Tt wes not only the meil car-

riers who had difficulties during this period. Farmers also needed

better means of travel for winter driving. The coungy and town . .
boards saw it was necessary to keep the roeds open for car treavel
throughout the winter. This was the greatest kelp to rural mail

carrying.

Mr. Resch was the regular cerrier on Route ##3 until 1947 when he
was transferred to Route #2. He had been cerrier on this route for
twenty-eight years. At this time James Engel was appointed carrisr
to Route #3. He wzs carrier on this route for five years. Deczuse




, mler for Route #3. Mr. Engel transferred t.a
of Route #2. The vecancy of Route #3 was filled t

eppointmeit of Jobn Lindguist. Mr. Lindquist 1f tre present e

-

on Route #3.
i - It 1s very 1nt.erest1ng %6 know, too, that Mr. Linaguist 1is

;pma nechew »f @eorsze R. leird whose hard work was respons
for the esteblishment of this route to the Meadowlewn &area.

* these carriers caa tell meny interesting stories of i

experiences on the rouite. Possibly the most interesting sto

&

would be in the era of the changing from the horse and buggy ¢
to tre mechanized eras because of the great chenge in the nodl

trevel.

For & man who has driven horses on the route for years there w :
grest respect and love for horses. During the horse and buggy
eerriers would tell about the unusual understanding and fri_'
between the horse and driver. Horses lesrned to know what Do =
received meil regularly. If the cerrier walked to relleve the
loed for the horse or because he could keep warmer by welking ° 3
horse would wait for him at a box. Sometimes du¥ing blizzards
horse took the responsibility of getting the cerrier home. A

good horse was the carriers grestest blessing.

With the use of cars for all yeer delivery of mail although “

roads are kept of!en for car trevel in winter the carriers stul,
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encoufters difficulties: in stormy wezther. BStories told by

earriers proves the car dpiving hed ‘its problems the same &8s

—

f‘drlm horses. Both require courage to face a Minnesota bl



cart or a cutter. When parcel post wes instituted in 1915;
christgaa mail became so heavy it wes necessary to have a »”:
vehici; to paek the mail into for distribution along the roui.g'
Today the volumes of mail require the use of a car eb all ti-oi.=
At Christmas the volumes of packages, cards, papers, and letters

erowd the carriers cars so there hardly room for the carrier.

B Thig i the story of Route #3 to the present. It is the story of
men who were interested to see civilizetion carried to the outlying
regions of our country. It shows the progress of that small
community as well as the progress of the whole nation in a period

of a little more then Tifty years. It relaies some of the hardships
encountered by these men who served to carry the most used means

of communication to their fellowmen of the Meadowlawn and Cheng-

watene comminities.




