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Stringing popcorn for the Christmas tree on the steps of the Royalton
Church are, Mrs. Millie Dahlin, Cambridge, Mildred Wendt, Rush
City, Lilian Hjeln, Rush City[back] and Olesley Cole, assistant set
director. Watching them is Arvid Carlson.

‘Melodeon’ captures
rural flavor

Area residents play intricate

in film production

Stories, photos inside
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e cities if possible. During the
‘:::l and a half that Noreliug
halped in the search, he and

visited about 90 farms.

M the end of the fruitless
search, Norelius remembered a
farm he and his wife admired
yeanqomdwldxthahnlpotmg
Chisago County Assessor, Dave
Johnson, was able to pin the farm
down as the Fred Heinrich

Pmy In rural Rush City,

“‘I was sitting on the porch,"

Mrs, Heinrich, a widow, recalled

‘in an interview with the
Pioneer. It was Sept. 6. “Teg
Norelius and Dave Johnson just
dropped in and wanted to look at
my house. They said it was for a
movie that was going to be made
in the area.”’

Taken completely by surprise,
Neing T, anid o s iy
n 10, “‘No sir'’ initially
“I'm too old for that kind of
le“lrlng th xt b ki

e ne: wo weeks,
Mrs. Heinrich was visited by
different members of Englund
Enterprises who would try to talk
her into allowing them to use her

e
& person rge
g.;l\md and Tom Krebsbach.

in Englund offered to provide
lodging and meals in one of the
motels in the area while the
filming took place, but Mrs.
Heinrich had no intention of

leaving her home of 59’ years to

then provided her with a modern
motor-home that was parked near
the old chicken coop in the farm

‘Rumors were flying around the camera, sound

area that the company had offered
~ to send Mrs. Heinrich on a paid
~ vacation to Germany. Mrs.
Heinrich heard tho: colors and dirt roads leading to
the secluded farm house.
~ What's it like watching your
“house completely redecorated to
n earlier era, with stoves,
urescent lights, carpeting and
b ad?)

people have been very cooperative
and wonderful.”

‘‘Usually on location, you get a
lot of people interested in movie
careers, but around here people
are more curious,”’ Graves said.
She did say they had one fellow

. coming aroum'l who was ‘‘quite

persistent”” hawever.
Several actors and actresses

. Heinrich was impr d
with the hard work involved in
pmduciug a movie and with the

ey were very nice to me,"’ she
)

‘Mrs. Heinrich took an active

role while the movie company was

in the area, recruiting locals for

crowd scenes and helping with the

collection of props for the sets.

Hn two sons and grundnhﬂdren
also got

from N 1i Paul were
hired as extras forf.heﬁlm as well
as a Minneapolis teacher who
served as tutor for George Parry
and the other children involved in
the production.

Lowell Anderson, a retired
minister from Stanchfield, was
hired as the minister in the church
scene. And Arvid and Mildred
Carlson, a Royalton Township
couple. were hired to play the

assistants and as extus in the
d film. Her grandchildren were cast
ind unaigbborchﬂdrenintheﬁlm
Filming at the Heinrich farm
cndodluuweek There were two
days of filming at the Lo

Depot in Rush City. Then the
wmplny moved to the Royalton
Church last Saturday for two days

of Robards and Miss
Saint in the film.

Mike Johnson, Danny Cabak
and Jay Jindra, all from Hinckley,
were hired as drivers and
production assistants and have
worked with the movie eompﬂny
since they started filming Oct. 2.

Jindra was busy last Slturd:
at the Royulum Church building a
manger and helping get props

e ready for the interior of the
church. The old wooden pews with

the folding seats had to be moved
closer to the center of the church
because the aisle was too wide.
JoAnn McDougall was inside
demming the tree and creating a

She had
lnokedﬁorwsehforﬂnnlwhmg
on the tree but couldn’t find any in
the local stores. Luckily, Mrs.

The P: it and yards of electrical cord were positioned in
front of the barn at the ‘Heinrich farm. The crew had taken a break for lunch.

Arvid Carlson who admits to
‘‘never throwing anything away'’
had some tinsel at home and
brought it to the church for
McDougall to use.

“I always like to hire local
people whenever possible,”” Mc-
Dougall said. ‘‘They always know
other people who can help and
usually know where to find
things."’

McDougall sang high praise for
Carol Norelius who helped find
the locations and lent her piano
bench with a needlepoint cover to
use with the Melodeon.

Several hours before the cast
and most of the crew were to
arrive at the Royalton Church for
a night of filming that would start
at about 8 p.m. and end
somewhere in the pre-dawn
hours, many curious people who
stopped to get a closer look at the
Christmas scene being created in
the church, took a few minutes to
help string popcorn for the tree
McDougall was working on inside.

Cars were kept moving outside
by members of the Pine County
Mounted Patrol, who like their
counterparts in Chisago County,
were hired by Englund Enter-
prises to keep local traffic moving
and away from the spot where
filming was taking place.

The pine trees on metal bases
that were used in the snow scenes
at the Heinrich farm were soon
brought to the church, about an
hour before the arrival of the
semi-trucks with the other.

See Creative Studios page 3



