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THE FAMILY FARM SINCE 1887

When Ralph Ausmus' grandfather W purchasod his farm on
Lake Pokegama in 1883 he was only 17 years old==too young to buy the
property in his own name.

ngreat grandfather had his name put on the deed and later
deeded the property back to grandpa in 1887 when he came of age,"

Ralph saild.
"An ofid Indian told grandfather there had been a mission on this

land. No one seemed to pay much attention to the information until
evidence began to surface," Ausmus sald.

Three generations of Ausmus families have lived on that same
2en farm and artifacts associated with the days of the Pokegama
Mission from 1835 to 1847 continue to appear.

"We always keep our eyes open for anything unusual," Ausmus sald.

Ann Vach, local historian, has a collection of correspondence
between the missionaries who founded the Pokegama Mission and
their Bishop. Those letters are on file with the State Historical

Society.

One letter ffém missionary Fredrick Ayer to Rev. David Greene
dated April 3, 1835 stated,

"] have visited the Indians in the Pokegama Lake region
on the Snake River and have obtained thelr cheerful consent to our
locating among them," ~

The Chief has assured Ayer he would settle his tribe near the
wission as he wanted to have his childgdz educated.

Ayer told many stories of his”éﬁéountara with different Indian

families.
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& Family Farm #2.

Many wanted the mission because of the educational advantages
but not everyone was eagers

Ayer related in detall the problems he had with an aged
Indian widow. Her grown sons were very anxious to locate at the
uission but she was violently opposed to the move. She seemed to
fear losing a hold on her family.

"The Indians who trafle at the post are called the Snake River
Indians and are about 40 men divided into two equal bands. The
two bands are pretty extensively connected by intermarriage," Ayer said.

Ayer convinced his superiors that a mission could be supported
at Pokegama cheaper than at Yellow Lake. Being nearer a trading post
transportation costs would be cut, the land was better =so larger
crops could be raised and wild rice, a prime food source, was abundent
and much cheaper.,

Timber for firewood was plentiful and there was more than a
fair chance that the Mission would have year round students in
the school,

On May 6, 1836, the Presbyterian Mission received a grant
of land from the Snake River Indian Chief and Reverand Ayer and his
wife Elizabeth established the Pokegama Mission,

It was built of logs with stone fireplaces and mud chimneys.
A bark roof completed the 22 x 30 foot bulilding and all the materials
were available on the mite. Living costs were nominal.,

The mission was the first school in Pine County and opened
with 12 students and four teachers.

William Boutwell joined the mission staff in 1838. While



& Ausnus Farm #5.

' While ﬁother wlissions were closing, Pokegama was gaining vonverts and
growing. :

In 1839 the Indian Bureau hired Jeremish Russell, a farmer, to
the Pokegama station to teach the Indians how to clear land and
% cultivate. He also established a blacksmith shop near the Conners
Trading Post.

It was these very 30 acres @es the Indians had cleared that
attracted young %‘% Ausmus to the land on Lake Pokegama s0
many years later. A piece of land ready to cult.into in a heavily
wooded area was consldered a prize indeedd arslh st 5 MW@ e Bt
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The lake was also valuable as £ food source as wcll as for

its beauty. Seldom did a homesteader build his house &Q the

parlor faced the lake. They didn't seem to be 1ntorostdd in the
view,.

When Ralph and Dorotly Ausuus were married in the 40's he
bullt a home on the farm down the road from his father's pllish
"When we dug the basement we discovered a burial ground with
Horer :
wEX-graves. Ve notified the State Historical Society and they
sald as long as our building was started we should go ahead," he
saides "If that had happened today we would have had"to stop

imuediately until the Historical Society made a thorou@h alftins
of the area." ‘
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Ausmus still has articles that were found buried -1€§“t&~ remadns
of a young Indian girl. His display includes a doll made O\f A\‘“ﬂ‘
stones strung together. It was dressed in a scrap of ca.u.co\ ml"

was a thimble, a berrypan, and a sharpened stone probably uu:\ fox"'
scraping deer hides. \
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Ausmus #4.

When plowing his fields Ausmus uncovered a tomahawk head, oxen
shoes, clay pipes including part of a peacepips, an old key that
was probably used in a door at the old Mission.
He also uncovered a penny dated 1828, a large dime dated 1832,
a medal made of a two and a half dollar gold plece and a coin dated
1742 with a hole in the center«éﬁ*fnmﬁZQn8«”““ttﬂl”“‘7é““"79m”"“°mGA:kn
"Scavengers swarmed to this place trying to find bits and
pieces of things which indicated a link to the past,";he sald.
Much of the property has now been platted into hoAOaitos
and is known as Maple Knoll Addition.
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