
Learn more about Royal J. Gray, 
nicknamed Brownie, in our book, 
The Jonas Gray Family.
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Pine Poker 
March 13, 1930

Pine Poker 
April 16, 1931

Learn more about Royal J. Gray in our book: 
The Jonas Gray Family.

Royal J. Gray, known as Brownie

Brownie’s Cafe about 1932

In 1930, Royal Gray, 
known as Brownie 
decided to open a cafe 
and not just any cafe. 
His cafe was going to 
be located in the body 
of a 30 passenger bus. 
It was a big success 
and the next year he 
replaced the bus body 
with a street car.

http://www.apple.com
https://www.pinecityhistory.com/uploads/2/1/5/2/21527228/grayfamilyreduced.pdf
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The photo on this postcard is from about 1932. It was taken 
from the north side of the Snake River looking south. If we 
zoom in we can see Brownie’s Cafe.

Tokens for Brownie’s 
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Alice Lehet, along with her husband 
George, owned Brownies from 1934 to 
1943. In 1994, Alice shared some of her 
memories in a Pine City Pioneer feature 
called “Memory Lane”

Alice Lehet 1994

Brownie had a live bear 
named Buster to help 
attract customers.

Pine Poker 
November 10, 1932

Alice and George were both 
working at the Sixty-One Way 
Cafe when they were married 
in 1932. Alice Lehet 1994
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This photo was taken about 1940. Looking south you can see Brownies Cafe on the southwest 
corner of the bridge. 
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Alice Lehet 1994
In 1946 the Mike Biedermanns 
took over Brownie’s and changed 
the name to Riverview Cafe.

Pine Poker Pioneer 
July 4, 1946

Riverview Cafe

Crystal Palace

https://www.pinecityhistory.com/crystal-palace.html


History in This Spot
105 Sixth Street S

MoreMore

Pine Poker Pioneer 
November 20, 1947

The cafe changed hands frequently through the 40’s.

Pine Poker Pioneer 
October 13, 1949

Pine Poker Pioneer 
October 27, 1949
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Pine Poker Pioneer  
March 25, 1954

Pine Poker Pioneer  
May 13, 1954 1956 Phone Book

In 1954 Carl Stucke and his wife bought the Riverview Cafe and 
converted it into a sport shop.
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Pine Poker Pioneer  
September 1956

In 1956 the Harold Carls of Chanute, Kansas bought the sport shop from 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stucke. Interestingly Harold Carl had memories of this 
location from 1934,  which he shared in the 1994 Memory Lane feature.

Pine Poker Pioneer  
May 15, 1958

Pine City Pioneer 
Memory Lane 1994

In 1958 the Harold Carls added a motel to the property.
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Pine Poker Pioneer  
June 19, 1958
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1963 Phone BookRiverside Motel 1967

Riverside Sport Shop
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In 1991 Harold 
Carl sold the 
sport shop and 
the motel. It was 
r e n a m e d t h e 
R i v e r F r o n t 
Marina.

In 1994 when the owner died, 
Roger Cummings, owner of 
the neighboring Chrysler 
Dodge dealership,  saw a 
c h a n c e t o e x p a n d h i s 
business. He purchased the 
105 property and 105 Sixth 
Street South was joined with 
135 Sixth Street South. It 
remains that way today.


