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Robert George Thiry was 
born February 9, 1925. 
He was the third child of 
nine born to Lydia and 
Leo Thiry.

He grew up on the family farm 
south of Pine City.

The Leo & Lydia Thiry Family
Back row: Robert, Leo, Harold, Dick, Gerry,  Allen. 
Front row: Bernice, Eleanor, Leo, Lydia, Alice Jean.



In 1945 Bob entered the Navy and 
while stationed at Sampson Naval 
Base in New York, Bob met Ruth 
Felker. They were married on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1946.

After Bob’s time in the Navy 
ended, he moved his young family 
back to the Pine City area.



In 1949 after attending Tommy Bright’s 
school of Floral Design Bob opened the 
Flower Box.

From the Pine Pioneer Poker  
April 14, 1949

From the Pine Pioneer Poker  April 7, 1949

Flower Box delivery van, early 1950s.



The Flower Box grew and so did Bob’s family.

Michael, David, Rob, and Ruth Thiry

From the 
Pine Pioneer Poker  

April 6, 1950

From the 1953 phone book.



As Bob’s family grew he 
sought additional ways to 
g r o w h i s i n c o m e . 
Photography was a natural 
fit with the florist 
business. 

Encouraged by Don Tatting of Hinckley, Bob invested 
in some photography equipment and started taking 
photos. By 1955 photos were part of The Flower Box 
listing in the phone book.

From the 1955 phone book.



Photography became an 
important part of the 
business.

From the the 1963 phone book.

1956 Pine County Parade

Another parade entry



Naturally weddings were a big part of 
Bob’s photo business and he took 
many, many wedding photos over the 
years.





Bob took pictures of milestone 
events at local churches.







Civic events were recorded.



Sporting events were 
documented.





Changes around town were 
noted.





S c h o o l e v e n t s w e r e 
captured.



The Minneapolis Star paid Bob to photograph events like 
accidents.



Bob took thousands of photographs during his career. We 
are grateful for the unique view of Pine City history they 
present.

Pine City through the 
lens of 

Bob Thiry

A special thank you to Bob Thiry,  Gloria & Jeff Hoffman, Michael Thiry, Cindy Novy,  Julie 
Berglund,  Jim Foster, and Pine Center for the Arts.
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