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....

Pine County Pioneer
August 18, 1911

In 1911, in an attempt to boost fair attendance, the 
Fair Association decided to offer a complete 
wedding to one lucky couple willing to get 
married at the fair. They began advertising a 
month before the fair. A list of gifts the couple 
would receive was published on the front page. 

wedding ring 
steel range 

set of dishes 
a rocking chair 
a barrel of flour 

a lamp 
silverware 

a clock 
subscription to the 

paper 

A week later an 
updated list added: 

shoes 
wool blankets 
$5 gold piece 

minister

Pine County Pioneer
August 25, 1911
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Pine County Pioneer
September 1, 1911

The third week brought the addition of a cradle 
and the wedding was scheduled for the second 
day of the fair. 

By September 15 the  
wedding had been 
moved to the first day 
of the fair. The gift 
list was updated to 
include: 

a boat ride 
& 

photos of the couple

Pine County Pioneer
September   15, 1911
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The schedule was posted in the paper. The fair 
would open with a welcome by Fair Association 
President J. Y. Breckenridge at noon. Music would 
be provided. The governor would address the crowd 
and then stay on through the warm up act of trained 
dogs, cats, monkeys, rats and apes before giving the 
bride away at the scheduled wedding.

Pine County Pioneer
September   15, 1911

The plans were a success and a large crowd was on 
hand for the festivities. In fact the crowds were so 
thick the Boy Scouts had to use their staffs to hold 
people back so the wedding couple could get 
through.

Photo courtesy of Jim Foster
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The lucky young couple was from Willow 
River. The paper gave a detailed written 
account of the wedding.

Pine County Pioneer
September   22, 1911

Miss Gertrude May Eaton  
& Mr. Arthur Elroy Wood

Photo courtesy of Jim Foster


