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Before mechanical refrigeration was 
possible, people used iceboxes to keep their 
food cool. Nature provided ice each winter. 
Ice was cut from rivers and lakes and stored 
in specially built ice houses until its use in 
warmer months.

Pine County Pioneer  
January 7, 1898

Taken around 1900 this photo shows ice harvesting in process. We 
believe this photo was taken near the location of the first creamery in 
Pine City, at the far west end of 3rd Avenue SW.

Pine County Pioneer  
January 28, 1898

Pine County Pioneer  
January 20, 1899
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One of the biggest users of ice was the Buselmeier Brewery.

While this building 
was converted to a 
more traditional house 
in its later years, it 
was originally built by 
Theodore Buselmeier 
to hold ice.

Pine County Pioneer  
November 12, 1897

Pine County Pioneer  
March 10, 1899

Cutting ice could be dangerous.

Pine County Pioneer  
January 19, 1900
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Ice was an important industry with a number of 
local men operating businesses that dealt in ice. 

Pine County Pioneer  
March 6, 1903

Henry Moeding of East Side Ice Co.
Photo courtesy of Jim Foster

Pine County Pioneer  
May 8, 1903

Pine County Pioneer  
January 19, 1906

Tom Henderson

Pine County Pioneer  
April 10, 1908

Pine County Pioneer  
April 17, 1908

Louis Volenec, Pine City Ice & Fuel

J. M. Collins started Pine City Ice & Fuel but by the 
1920s Louis Volenec was running the business.

Pine Poker  
July 28, 1921
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Ice cutting continued into the 1930s and even the 40s.

Pine Poker
April 9, 1931

Pine Poker Pioneer  
May 9, 1940

Pine Poker  June 16, 1932

But as modern electric refrigerators came into use ice 
cutting was no longer needed.

Pine Poker Pioneer  
April 24, 1941Pine Poker

January 22, 1931

Pine Poker  
January 11, 1923

Pine Poker  1931
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