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Pine Poker 
June 26, 1919

In 1917, Pine County 
citizens left for 
World War I with 
elaborate send offs. 
On July 4, 1919, a 
celebration was held 
in Pine City, to 
welcome home all 
those citizens who 
had served in World 
War I. An extensive 
program was planned.
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Earl Gray served 
in the aviation 
corps in World 
War I. He was 
back in Pine City 
for the 
homecoming 
celebration. This 
photo comes from 
his scrapbook.

Earl stands right under the R in the Breckenridge sign.
Photo courtesy of Mavis Olson Hotchkiss 

Our second image 
of the event is a 
postcard by C. A. 
Neil. Neil worked as 
a photographer in 
Pine City from 
approximately 1916 
to 1920. This photo 
is taken on 5th 
street SE just a 
few stores south of 
the photo above. A 
corner of the 
Sauser’s Hardware 
sign is visible in 
the upper left.

Photo courtesy of Jim Foster
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The event also sought to honor the dwindling number of Civil War veterans. Our 
third image of the event is another postcard by Neil. The men in the car are Civil 
War veterans, while the World War I veterans walk behind the car.

The July 10, 1919, edition of the 
Pine Poker detailed the success of 
the event.

Photo courtesy of Jim Foster


