


WRKE'S [sap RgsorT

In the fall of 1905 Joseph Wilke bought property at the head of
Pokegama Lake from W. A. Hayden. Mr. Wilke had plans to turn his
land into a resort. As the lumbering business moved out of the area,
the waterways became less clogged with logs. The public was quick
to claim the water for the pursuit of

pleasure.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
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PINE COUNTY PIONEER
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Interestingly W.A. Hayden had only owned the land for a couple of
years, as evidenced by the following set of clippings.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER PINE COUNTY PIONEER
MAY 1, 1903 MAY 29, 1903

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JULY 3, 1903

In spite of needing the doctor, Hayden Island must have left a
positive impression on the stepsons of Joseph Wilke, Ed and Peter
Rebholz. Two months later Joseph Wilke bought the property.
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Joseph Wilke wasted no time getting construction started. He

stayed at Indian Island and supervised the construction. His wife
made occasional visits from St. Paul.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
MARCH 9, 1906

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
APRIL 6, 1906

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
APRIL 27, 1906

By the spring of 1906 construction was completed and plans were
made to start the season.
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Mrs. Wilke prepared to move up from St. Paul.

I believe the name Florence is a typo.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER PINE COUNTY PIONEER
MAY 5, 1906 MAY 18, 1906

The Wilkes planned to operate a boat to transport guests. The boat
was named “Pokegama” and it arrived with a splash. The Wilkes were
ready. Let the season begin!

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
MAY 18, 1906
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The inaugural season went very well.
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JUNE 29, 1906 JuLy 27, 1906

Wilke’s resort proved to be a popular place to do what the paper
referred to as “rusticating”.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
AugusT 10, 1906

AucusT 10, 1906

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 7, 1906

By the end of September the resort
had quieted down enough that
Joseph could go to St. Paul for a

visit with his former co-workers.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 7, 1906
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Souvenir plates featuring Wilke’s Island Resort were available.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER 1906

Both Breckenridge’s
Pharmacy and the
Pine City Mercantile
offered souvenir
china.
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Preparations began for the 1907 season.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER PINE COUNTY PIONEER
APRIL 19, 1907 APRIL 26, 1907

But the guests started arriving
well before the official grand
opening of the season.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER

MAY 17, 1907 PINE COUNTY PIONEER
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The grand opening for the season was set for June §, 1907. A crowd
was expected so special provisions were made.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 7, 1907

Fritzens, a neighboring resort, ran a steamboat between Pine City

and Pokegama Lake. They ran a special schedule for Wilke’s
opening. Stumne’s

orchestra played for
the dance.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 14, 1907
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1907, the second season was even busier than the first.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 21, 1907 JULY 12, 1907

Some weeks the local paper ran the names of all the guests.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
AugusT 16, 1907

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JuLy 26, 1907

It was October before
Joseph Wilke was able to
get to St. Paul and finish his
business for the year.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
NoOoVvEMBER O1, 1907
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Fishing was a popular activity for many

of the guests.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
AUGUST 3, 1906

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 28, 1907

N A

This photo taken in 1908 features two Pine City women, Kate
Greeley and Hattie Pennington.
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This fish story features neighbor boys
Elmer & Henry Stumne who caught a
fish big enough to feed all the Wilke
guests one evening.

THE IVER STUMNE FAMILY ABOUT 1904.

r .
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Some had a real fish tale to tell.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JULY 6, 1906
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The paper doesn’t mention a grand event to open the season in 1908
but it does mention a preseason dance given by the young folk of
Cornell. The town of Cornell later changed its name to Henriette.

There was some nasty weather
in September. So nasty that
alternative transportation had
to be found for some guests

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 4, 1908

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
APRIL 24, 1908

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 4, 1908

Eighteen year old Clara
Gustafson spent the summer
working at the Wilke house.
Clara was the eldest daughter of
Charles and Ann Gustafson and
this may have been her second
summer working for the Wilkes.
Clara is pictured with her sisters
in this 1898 photo holding what
the back of the photo calls, “zhe
Hinckley fire cat”.
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Business continued to be good in 1908.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JULY 24, 1908

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
AUGUST 7, 1908

N A

A crowd of picnickers at Wilke’s.
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1909 was a difficult year for the Wilkes. Son Ed Rebholtz was ill and
died. His brother Peter had died of the same disease in 1905

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
FEBRUARY 19, 1909

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 29, 1905

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
FEBRUARY 19, 1909

There was a grand opening for the
season.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 4, 1909
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The county commissioners visited and a guest named Emma sent a
friend an enthusiastic report about her time at Wilke’s.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 11, 1909

here is one last mention
of the Wilkes in 1909.

Unfortunately our research
has a gap of information
starting at 1910 and so for
now we have to leave the
Wilkes here.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 31, 1909
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We have one reference to the Wilkes in 1911. We have a family
photograph of the Dave Deaver family having a picnic. The caption

on the back it states “We had a picnic on the banks of Pokegama
at Wilkes.”

The next reference in our files to the Wilke Resort is from 1923 when
the resort is being sold. It is clear that there has been at least one

owner since the Wilkes. The 1920 census confirms that Nick Taugner
managed the resort for at least 3 years.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JUNE 21, 1923
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KE'S [sLAND RESORT
N

It appears from this 1926 ad
that this location was still
thriving as a summer resort.

The last item for this location
is the photo below. The date is
unknown but estimated to be
in the 1930s. The name has
changed to Johnson’s Island
Resort.

There are lots of blanks to fill
in on the history of this
location. If you have any
information to add we would
love to hear from you.

‘
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