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Albert & Anna Nelson’s daughter, Emily, shared her
memories of the early years.

“This story begins at the time of Halley's comet.
The place is Gillett, Wisconsin. The year was 1909 or
thereabouts. The setting is the location of the first
bottling works that our parents started. At least I don't
remember if there were any previous "Pop-factory"
locations where our Dad was involved. The shop and our
home were in the same building. It was built against a
hillside at the back. The two top floors were our home
and the bottling business was in the basement. The barn
was at the foot of the hill.

Emily Nelson Reid The 1910 Census
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This was almost a one-man
operation. Dad was the mixer, the
bottler and the delivery man. The
bottling machine was worked
manually. Each bottle was placed on a i flde
small platform, filled and capped AR,
using a foot pedal. There was a .
carbonation tank by the side of the
machine. Occasionally a bottle would
break when being filled and the glass
would fly. The washing was done by =~ The 1910 Census shows the family
hand using three shallow tanks, one living in Gillett, Wisconsin.
was a soaker, the second to wash and
the last to rinse. I have a faint recollection that buck-shot was used to clean the inside
of the bottles. I don't recall anything about disinfectants but maybe it was used in one
of the tanks. Our Grandma and Grandpa Nelson (Annette and Andrew) often helped
with the job of washing the bottles. They lived in their own home in another part of
town. Mother had a big family to care for and I don't recall that she ever helped in the
shop. We children were not allowed in there, especially when Dad was bottling. I do
remember that in the summertime we picked berries in the woods behind our house.
We would take our pails of berries to the windows of the shop to show to Dad and
each got a bottle of pop. On certain days Dad would deliver to his customers.
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I suppose he took orders at the same time because I don't remember having a
telephone until many years later.

Occasionally in the summer he took one of us with him when delivering pop.
He had a big delivery wagon drawn by a team of horses. In the winter he had a big
sleigh which had a box on it for the cases. He covered the cases in winter with
blankets to keep the pop from freezing. He wore a big fur coat and fur cap. I think
the coat was made of bear skin, it was shaggy and had a brown beaver collar. Those
were difficult trips and it was usually dark when he got home. He carried a lantern as
he drove and then to put the horses in the barn.

We moved from there to Green Valley. The next venture in the bottling business
was in Green Bay. Through some contact Dad learned of a bottling works there that
was looking for investors. Dad invested $1500. That was a good sum of money in 1912.
when we moved there Dad worked
in this shop but unhappily it was
not a good investment. It failed
in a year or so. Tuleen, AT |
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A year or two later we 'Jl_':fzi, _
moved to Little Suamico, then to ManielQ .
Green Valley again and eventually x;&.xibﬁa-’ L
to Wittenberg. Dad found work '&Eﬁihjm
there, very difficult work and ancde X |
they were difficult years for the twenelf ! g
family. Eventually he was Sonetd L.
fortunate and was hired to work A
for the Meisner Bottling Company. By the 1920 Census the family was
While working at this place he living in Wittenberg, Wisconsin.
learned that a “Pop-factory” in Pine
City was for sale. We moved there in 1927. Eventually Dad borrowed $5000 and

bought a Coca-Cola franchise.

The 1920 Census
IHead IR

Now you know the beginning of the story as I remember it. Unfortunately I had
no one to consult with as I am the only one old enough to remember. There were
many amusing stories that I remember and others that were not so funny. This is a
brief and sketchy account. We did have a happy and secure childhood. What a hard-
working, honest and dependable man our Dad was and with a very caring, good and

loving Mother we were indeed a much blessed family.”
Emily Nelen Sivid




The Albert & Anna Nelson family around 1923

Back row: Marie, Myrtle, Vern, Pearl, Arthur, Emily, Ruby
Front row: Edmund, Anna, Blanche, Harold, Everal, Albert, Earl

Albert & Anna Nelson had twelve children. In the early 1920s Albert
Nelson worked at a soft drink bottling company in Wittenberg, Wisconsin but as
his family grew he wanted to
own his own business so his
children could join him. In
1926 Albert and sons Vern and
Art came to Pine City to look
at a bottling plant that was for
sale. They liked what they saw
and they bought the existing
business.

Albert and Art Nelson in the
basement of the original

Pine City Bottling Works
plant.




Pine City Bottling Works

The Pine City Bottling Works had been
in operation many years prior to the purchase
in 1926 by the Nelsons. Mathew Prochaska
was the original owner. The invention of a
bottle-making machine in 1899 helped the soft
drink business really take off and Mathew was .
soon involved with this new industry. Initially #he village  The sdme gan be said
he sold his wares along the train line. By 1902 of eyery other home industry.  Pro-

he had a soft drink factory but the location is chaska’s pop factory is turning ous
unknown just u% fine soft drinks as can be

made anywhede and our saloon-keep-
- ers and those who deal in sofvdrinks
Math. 'p..m",m',ka.h“ bad a new should ])llt‘(fhﬂht' from Mr. Proclias-
mrbona“hunmm'h‘n“ installed in his ko,  Jobn Stoehl, our papudar clyur |
soft drinks factory. From an article on local
May 25, 1906 businesses August 29, 1902

In the early years it was known as
Prochaska’s Bottling Works but by 1914 the
name had become Pine City Bottling
Works.

My grods are pure and palatahle and belp yoo to
oy every man b of the year

Pine City Bottling Works

Math. Prochaska, Prop.

If you want botthed oeds, indist on the ““Home™
braad —the Five Oty nule

December 31, 1914

Some recently
discovered

SPECIAL PRICE ' Prochaska.

On Pure, Sweet Apple Gider o Bottling Works
Sirbideloepelyoadyy b L bottles.
50 Cents por Gallon
Briag your battle and try the Real Goods

PINE CITY BOTTLING WORKS

December 6, 1923




1911 Map of Pine City

6th Street 2

The bottling works appears on
the 1911 Sanborn Map of Pine

City in the familiar location on
6th Street just south of the

river.
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Mathew
Prochaska
continued to
operate the Pine
City Bottling
Works until
1920 when he
sold the

business to

Frank Melsha.

Frank
operated the
business until
October 1926
when he sold
it to Albert
Nelson.

October 7, 1926
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Frank Melsha with the delivery truck.




Vern’s daughter Barbara continues the story with her
memories......

“I was born about the same time the Pine City Bottling Company was born. My
mom & dad were married on Sept. 29, 1926 in Eland, W1I. At about that time Grandpa

Nelson bought the Pine City Bottling Company. We lived in a small room over the
bottling business so I remember all the

processes of bottling. We were right across
the hall from the mixing room. I remember

that I had a bedroom with bluebirds on the
walls.

Everyone pitched in to get this started.
Grandma even washed bottles. They finally

ammbought a bottle
Bo “““G COMP ANY washer.

| INSTALLS MACHIN:

They bottled
| Albert Nelson, proprietor

o e B orange, grape, cream . —
e s B S v B o da, lime and root Outside the original Pine City
A g ! he lat- ) m
: hat is one t
‘c“ss :::{:hrll:‘:ﬂ‘ ;‘.xuil-.u." machines

beer. At first the Bottling Works plant.
of 1ts kind on the market.  The b y

wew machine i\lalx‘ng; ::.x:c: |:: B i
| holds 1Y= gs at A : |
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1s  where ) :
a‘:‘;‘::::m;‘h Do ok ool delivery trucks to deliver to the customers. My mother even
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Fst i iy sreclized. The
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| washing 1800 botties 3oRr |
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I spent a lot of time wandering around the plant.
But I also spent quite a bit of time at Grandma &
| sta¥lation of the new '“"Thinc|

855§ Grandpa's house because it was so close. Grandma would
: me ) :
'm\p:;;"‘:e;nm: of "fiﬂ‘tl‘.\l{l

schiay| save the pancakes she had made for breakfast so when I
fom bottles that are '
| sanitary. o

went to their house she would roll sugar in
Dec 26, 1929




1921 Map of Pine City the middle and that was my morning

snack. I also did small errands for them
* Eme or helped a bit but mostly I was in their
| way.

o P2 7T ' = The Coca-Cola franchise was a really
. ’:"'""7" big event! Now they had greater
recognition. They continued to bottle
some other sodas and later added 7-Up to
their list. When they started to bottle
Coca-Cola production and sales really
increased, especially in the summertime
1st Avenue when they worked all day and half the
night to meet the demand for soft drinks.
Those summers were really hot and a
cold glass of soda was refreshing!

-

6th Street
““5th Street

K

This segment of the 1921 Sanborn
Map of Pine City shows the location
of the original bottling plant. Anna
& Albert’s house can be seen in the

; During the war it was harder to get
upper right corner of the block.

supplies. Sugar was rationed, etc. They
could no longer get bottle caps with cork
inside so they decided to collect all of the
used bottle caps and make them new. They collected all the used bottle caps from the
customers and brought them back to the plant. There we had tubs of water to wash
them and soak the cork out of them. My job was to remove the corks, then they
stamped them open again to reuse them. They put some kind of artificial liner where
the cork had been. After drying and sorting them they reused them. The cartons were
not being made anymore so we used pre-cut strips of thin balsam wood and I stapled
them together to make a carton. So those were my summer jobs as a teenager.

After the war they built a new building and bought new equipment and
everything was back in operation. Those had been difficult years, all the men had gone
off to war except my Dad and he had to run the business alone. They had also
purchased a cattle ranch and a pig farm. I think it was just for feeding all of the
Nelson families. Meat was a big item at that time. When the war ended and every one
was back home they all worked to get the family business going again: Ed in Ashland;
Earl & Harold in Rice lake; Marshall in Eau Claire bottling 7-Up; Vern & Art in Pine

City.

One of my precious memories of Grandma & Grandpa Nelson was when I
would go to visit them on Sunday mornings after church. They would listen to




Whoopee John about noon. Grandpa would take

Grandma by the hand and they would dance around

the kitchen and dining room and the rest of us
would laugh and clap for

them.”

ParbaraNeboon Jehnsen

Albert & Anna Nelson’s
50th wedding anniversary party

in 1947.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Nelson of Pine City

Last Saturday, January 11th, are: Mre R Rolhman, Wikien-
Nr. and Mrs. Abert Nelsos of Berg. Wia, Mrs D A MoGregee
Pine Oty cbstrved thelr Ooldes | Chippews Falls, Wis, Mrz E M
Wedding snnlvessary when O« Hedd, Baraboo, Wis; Mo, M. L
pen hoose was beld for friends’ Hughea, Bau Clalse, Wi M
at the Nelson home fross 200 to] Albert Oardmer, Milwaukes, Wis
5.00 pm. In (e evening, & par-| B4 Nelsom, Astland, Wik, KEar
ty was given al the Pog City and Harcid Nelscn, Rice Lake,
astmery Sor relatives of the cou- | Wis, Msa Wm. Beady and M
. | Clarerce Magman, Minnsapolls;

and Mre AMert Nelswon! Vern L. and Art B Nelwna o
¢ married at Oreen Valley,” Pine Qity
Wisconsin, January 11, 1887 Abng with e children, oth
They moved 10 Pine City in Oc-| pex who were entertalned at th
tober of 1926, whes Mr. Nelson  armory were: Mrs Louls King
perehastd the boltling plast|Ervis King, P. H. Pashos, Mr
here. Since thal tise, they have and Mrs Wm, Rasvuwsen, Mry
| reasled Wn Pine Cily, bullding the! . Helmke and daughler, Mr
| Botaling Company 10 Its present|and Mra A Thens of Sheboygan
[ state of affaizs, aloog with the Wis, Mr. and Mrs. Osat Stroh
| heip of thelr children kisch, Beroun and Mr. and M
Twelve children, all of whomiJ, E. Therrien aad Ed Paulwo
i are Uvisg, were born 50 this cou-lof Fine Cty
| ple, and with the excepilom of] The Pine Pokes-Ploneer Join
| Mrs ARert Oardser of Milwau-| withh thy many friends of M
| kee, Wiconata, attended the ga-|and Msy, Albers Nelson in wht
thering with 1hesr wives or Dus- | lng (hess many moee happy wod
bands and families The children|ded yeass




When the Nelsons purchased the Pine City Bottling Works
were no franchise drinks. The company produced its own cream soda,
strawberry, black cherry, grape and orange soda.

Lime Rickey was a popular flavor. In 1931 Wesley Tate won a
case of Lime Rickey by submitting the winning final line to this

“Limer-Ad”;

Your party will never get rough
With food and refreshments enough;
Your guests will be elated-

Not in-tox-i-ca-ted

Wesley Tate’s winning line -

“If you give them Lime Rickey enough” B & WESLEY TATE WINS
| CASE OF LIME RICKEY

The PINE CTY BOTTLING WORKS [
Wik Give Absolutely Fres Ons Case of Lime Rickey WL
TO THE MAN, WOMAN, BOY OR GIRL SENDING IN THE wlﬁfb 1
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;Ak(' The winner will recelve It
n ume fo ) g

ol ime for the Now Yeuars din
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Ies for thyese limericks. Every
'mmnbcr of the family can send
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0 right away, »
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In 1935 the
Nelsons acquired a
. comtaining the lings

7up franchise. ' -

| ) ; each plece is numbered In
ﬁl‘?lnw The names remain in
- + Poker office and Wit Judges
:On:nly the sheet with the lines
the winner 1y chosen, the
number of the winner 1s report.
od Lo us and we 0ok up the cor-
responding number to see why

sent In the winning line




In December of 1934
an elaborate

Christmas Party was
given.

2 hit Other

program wer

warad R My

Ethe] Warren

of Lthe Northwe wh

ceptionally pleasing

vine & Or'Neit) Winn

tainers In & Spanish

individual numbers and
Harris & Chuck Parker

InE Who are really funny
Woodward Bisters also gave
eccenine song and danece )
Miss Warren was good in o fun
1y act as Bhaghal LI and & bue 5
dance. The City Clup "Bpassvo
gel” fun birds from the Schmidt
Brewing Company were one of
the feature acts and made g big
hit, S8ap Harrls & Chuck Parko:
are lne,mben Of the archestra

Lioyd ‘s Orchestra, who
played durig banguel, was
gnod Sons of Mr. Mel-
, Barl and Marold are mem.

of the orohestra,

Here in 1925
Albert  Nelson

December 27, 1934




This photo was taken in 1935 after the Nelsons had acquired the Coca-Cola
franchise. It shows the original Pine City Bottling Works building constructed by
Matthew Prochaska in 1911.

When the Nelsons bought the business the territory included Pine City,
Henriette, Rock Creek and Rush City. Highway 61 was not yet complete and snow
removal was not practiced in the early days. Muddy roads could be a big problem,
especially in the spring. Sometimes they would be forced to leave the truck in
Grasston and walk home or leave it in Hinckley and take the train. As the roads
improved the Nelsons were able to expand the area they served. When Soderbeck’s

Ferry was enlarged in 1927, it allowed them to expand into Wisconsin. As they
expanded their delivery fleet grew.

FINE Oy w ax,

The 1936 Delivery Fleet




As the business grew
additional space was needed. In 1935
local builder, Frank Bukachek was
hired to construct a modern brick
building to replace the original
wooden structure.

October 3, 1935
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By 1936 the Nelsons had added a Schmidt Beer franchise to their line-up.




The 1936 Building

This building
was started in
the late fall of
1935. An addition
was constructed
at the north end
of the building in
10 46+ dserthe
company grew.




The Production and Sales Crew in 1938

Left side: Vern Nelson, Harold Nelson. Right side: Earl Nelson, Albert Nelson, Art
Nelson, Ed Nelson

Earl Nelson with
bottling company
employees.




ol’Smoothie

In addition
to the franchise
drinks that the
Nelsons added to
their product
selection, they
also developed a
drink of their
own. “OI
Smoothie” Root
Beer was
formulated,
produced and
distributed by all
Nelson Bottling

plants.
il
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Soft drink sales continued
to climb for a variety of reasons.
Art Nelson lists some of those factors
in this 1940 article from the Pine Poker newspaper.

Deoember 26, 1940

ncrese in

Carbonated Drinks

Mr. Art Nelsont of the Coca-
Cola Bomtiing Co. of Pine City,
states thet Increasing use of bot-
tled carbonuted bevernges as In-
gredients In frult punch, appe-
tizers, novel desserts and even
salnds iy an important factor in
the growing home conswmption
of soft drinks

Sales to the home markel have
grown steadlly in the last ten
|years. Convenient ecarry-home
| packages of three to six bottles
!;‘rc featured by soft drink firms
to meet this growing demand,

How far the trend to home
sales has progressed 1s indicated
{by figures from a recent survey
of carbonated bevernge purchns-

es In retall grocery stores Ten

years ago the average customer
bought one bottle at a time, To-
day the average purchase is 'wo
and one-haif botties

Americans consume far more
carbonated beverages than any
other people. Consumption last
year averaged about 50 bottles
for every man, woman and child
in the country, The trend to in-
creased use of bottled soft drinks
| In the home is also credited with
helping to maintain winter sales
at a high level, Carbonated bev-
C¢URCS are NOwW .‘4‘(‘(";,‘!)1.‘{‘(1 iNe
gredients In many dishes serv-
¢d the year round
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Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Pine City, Minnesota
Years of Operation: 1926 - 1986
Family Members Involved: Vern Nelson, Art Nelson & son Bill Nelson

Territory Served: Pine, Kanabec, Chisago, Isanti, and part of Carlton Counties in Minnesota,
Burnett, Washburn, and parts of Polk and Sawyer Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 140, 000

The Pine City Plant

Pine City was the
first bottling company
owned by the Nelsons
but as sons were ready
to strike out on their
own the Nelsons
added new bottling
companies to their

holdings.
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Art Nelson & son Bill




C%E)@% Ashland )@g%)

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Ashland, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1935 - 1981

Family Members Involved: Edmund Nelson & son Tom Nelson,
Marshall Hughes (Husband of Marie Nelson)

Territory Served: Ashland, Bayfield and Sawyer Counties in Wisconsin,
Gogebic County in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

Population Base: Approximately 65, 0oo

Early Ashland Facility

Ed Nelson on left,
Marshall Hughes on right

Albert & Anna Nelson,
son Edmund and

Edmond’s son, Tom




Ed Nelson and
son Tom
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Nelson

Bottling equipment at Ashland plant. On the left is
production manager, Emery Sharon
Tom & Ed




(%3@% Cameron )@g%)

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Cameron, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1938 - 1941
Family Members Involved: Ear/ Nelson & Harold Nelson
Territory Served: Baron & Rusk Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 40, 000

The Cameron Plant

From 1938 - 1941
the Nelsons operated
the Coca-Cola Bottling
Company of Cameron,
Wisconsin. In 1941 the
business moved to Rice
Lake and became Coca-
Cola Bottling Company
of Rice Lake.

Harold & Earl

The Pine City semi
making a delivery

in Wisconsin.




(%3@%( Rice Lake )@@%\)

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Rice Lake, Wisconsin
Years of Operation: 1941 - 1986
Family Members Involved: Earl Nelson, Harold Nelson & son Jack Nelson
Territory Served: Baron & Rusk Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 40, 0o

The Rice Lake Plant
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Harold Nelson
& son Jack




(8%3@% Eau Clare )%%8)

7-UP Bottling Company of Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1940 - 1976
Family Members Involved: Marshall Hughes (husband of Marie Nelson)
Territory Served: Eau Claire, Chippewa and part of Wood County in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 8o, 0oo

The Eau Claire Plant

Marshall Hughes & Marie
Nelson’s Wedding

Brother Art Nelson & sister
Ruby Nelson were the

o DA e attendants.
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A 1949 delivery that went awry.
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Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Wausau, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1956 - 1972
Family Members Involved: Ferry Nelson, son of Vern, & Fack Nelson, son of Harold
Territory Served: Marathon, Lincoln, Clark and 1aylor Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 150, 000

The Wausau Plant

Below: Jerry
Nelson, General

Manager with
Arnold Abraham,

Plant Manager.

Jack Nelson, Sales Manager




Funeral Services Held Here
Saturday For Albert Nelson

r.—. T —— -
> a 3

June 28, 1956

Over the years the Coca-Cola bottling
plants had been established in Minnesota and
Wisconsin and the legacy continued with Albert's
sons and grandsons for the next thirty years,
following his death in 1956.

Y o B o B
oot N0 TGN O

Albert’s sons: Edmund, Vern, Harold, Art, Earl

“I am the oldest and best looking” YernNefien

Vern served as President of the companies until his
retirement in 1973.

Vern, Art, Harold, Earl, Edmund,
Joyce, Millie, Geneva, Bernice, Andrea




Community Involvement

The Nelson families had a strong presence in their respective communities and
made many contributions over the years.

lin July: 193638 Rine " Clftaiies
children were treated to a circus show, courtesy
of the Pine City Coca-Cola Bottling Company
and the Challeen store.

Art Nelson of the Pine City
Coca Cola Company was elect-
ed president of the Pine City
Commercial Club, at the annual
meeting Jast Thursday evening/
Art Johnson was elected vice
president and Wm. Korbel sec-
wetary-treasurer, '

The club voted to join with
the local Legion post In  spon-
soring a testimonial banquet for
M. B. Hurley, newly elected state
commander of the American Le-
glon. The banquet will be held
in the armory the later part of
this month. A prominent speak-
er will be secured and there will
be professional entertainers
from the Twin citles. In addi-
tion to folks from this commun-
ity, Invitations will be extended
to Leglonnaires from neighbor-

ing towns an dthe Twin cities.
be Securte;‘e The committee to handle t.hg
store or affair for the commercial clu
Chaneen is W. S. McEachern, chalrman,
Company. Art Johnson, Philo Goodrich and
Frank Pehler, The Legion com-
mittee 18 composed of Jess In-
July 9, 1936 gram, chairman, Dr. A. K. Strat-
te, M. B. Baron and H, V. Jor-
gensen. These two committees
are empowered by both organi-
zations to have full charge of

. rang { ban-
Art Nelson not only served as president ::1:3 e

of the commercial club but the bottling plant A meeting of the* commercial
club and businessmen will be

provided meeting space for the organization. held i the Coca Cola Club room
Monday evening to conslder the
advisability of holding a com-
munity plenic here again this
year.

September 9, 1937




A bowling team
was sponsored.

Pine City Coca-Cola Bowling Team at the
St.Paul winter carnival.

March 27, 1941

In September 1937 the Coca-Cola Bottling
Company employees of Pine City were taken on an
outing that was special enough to merit a write up
in the paper. The event included a tour of the

Ashland plant, a boat trip in the Apostle Islands
and dinner.

September 23, 1937




The Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Pine City was the local sponsor of a
national program sponsored by the Coca-Cola Company called Talentsville USA.

Contestants could compete in a talent competition. Winning the local competition
meant you moved on to a regional

contest. The ultimate goal was
the national prize of a $5,000
scholarship.

Local winner, Sandra Sewell of Hinckley is
pictured with Art Nelson on the right.

s ‘
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(UM 650 Attended Musical
Talent Show Friday

Approximately 650 people at- solo titled "Rustles of Spring.”
tended ™he vocal and musical ta- Second place went 10 Susan
lent show sponsored by the Coca- Hellerud of Milltown, Wis, who

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS...JOIN THE Cola Bottln npany and held also played a plano solo
i the high sehool asuditorium last Third place honors wend S0 &
Hi-Fl cLuB [ o
Awarded fint place and a plaring In the tric were Stephs-
WIN VALUABLE PRIZES chance 1o represeni this ares in nie Seuser. Patricla Anderson and

Application blanks on of A(’Oﬂl“vllob.h‘uhlw-!m Phylld Merrud
i whool in Minneapolls on April A total of 18 individusl and

!
&M , 30 was Sendra Sewall of Hinck- group entries participated in the
loy. Miss Sewall played a plane contest




Over a sixty year period the Nelson |
bottling companies sponsored floats and
participated in countless parades throughout ¢
their service areas.

A 1936 entry.

1956 - featuring Kay Nelson &
Georgianna Gillespie.

Ashland, Wisconsin

1969 - Julie Pangerl rode
on this float in the Pine
County Fair Parade.




Art Nelson was chosen grand marshal for the Pine City parade

August 12th,

Nelson named parade
Grand marshal

Art Nelson has been chosen by
Pine City Chamber of
ommerce as Grand Marshall
during this year's coumty fair
parade, August 12
Nelson, a lifetime resident of
Pine City established the
Coca-Cola Botthng busineas in
Pine City in 1926 and has served
on the Pine (..l_\ School Board,
been past president of the
Minnesots Bottler's Association
and is currently a member in the
American Legion, Lions Club and
Chamber of Com C
A great backer in community

events and growth over the years,
Nelson said he is ‘'‘very
appreciative of the honor of being
named Grand Marshall. t's nice
to be appreciated by the
community.”’

The Chamber of Commerce
selocts the Grand Marshall on the
basis of community involvement
and contributions to the area.

Nelson, who noted he was
somewhat modest adbout the
pomination, said it was the "'first
time I've been the Grand Marshall
of anything

In 1978, Art was chosen by the
Chamber of Commerce to be the
parade’s Grand Marshal.
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Vern and Joyce

Nelson pictured

with Sharon
Holmstrom,

Minnesota

Junior Miss &

her parents, Mr.

and Mrs. Hugo _
Holmstrom.

For over twenty years the Pine
City bottling company provided
Christmas music to the community
with loud speakers which were
mounted on the roof of the building
and donated by Pine City Launderers
and Cleaners.

The music was played on a
record player and one local
businessman recalls that occasionally
he would have to call the Coke plant
with the message, “Art, your record is
stuck. Please fix it!”

In 1962, Coke was the sponsor
of the National Junior Miss Contest.
Sharon Holmstrom from Mora was
selected as Minnesota's winner and the
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Pine
City was present to send her to the
national pageant.




As I explored the strengths of Pine City in contemplation of buying
the bank here, one substantial asset that stood out was Coca Cola
Bottling and the strong support the Nelson family gives this
commurity. The bottling company not anly is a source of employment
for 35-40 full time employces on the average and a summer work place
for high school and college students, but the Nelsons have been quick
to do an extra share for a wide variety of community causes.

The bottling company has always beon a family team operation
ever since it was founded by Art's father, Albert, his brother, Vern
and Art back in 1926, Over the years brothers Edmond, Harold and
Earl became part of the team, as did a brother-indaw, Marshall
Hughes, ;

From 1926 til 1935 the bottling company sold only its’ own label or
brand of pop. Then in 1935, the Coca Cola franchise was added. This
was followed shortly by the TUP franchise, and by the Dr. Pepper
franchise in 1970. Currently they serve as the bottler and distributor
for the three major brands in a geographic area with a population of
130,000 - 140,000 people year around and an extra 10,000 or more
during the summer vacation period.

The scope of the Nelson family operation has been adjusted over the
yeurs to utilize the talent of each of the brothers and their family. An
independent plant at Ashland was established and operated by
Edmond Nelson until he retired. Brothers Harold and Earl operate a
bottling company at Rice Lake. Another was set up and operated by
Vern's son, Jerry at Wausau. A TUP franchise was owned in Esu
Claire and operated by Marshall Hughes.

OI" Smocthie Root Beer is a private brand developed and marketed
by the Nelsons since 1950. Art is very proud of the strong local market
for this product. He would like to develop a broader distribution of O
Smoothie st some point.

The Pine City bottling plant has three primary activitios: (1) The
actual botthing of pop in glass containers from 6 to 32 cunces in size,
(2) Operating o route salesman system in which they distribute 60
different packages of soft drinks to retailers along 8-10 routes, (3)
They rent and service can and bottle vending machines and pre-mix
soft drink dispensers.

Over the last few years, there has been & tremendous change in the
soft drink industry. Large conglomerate corporstions have bought up
many of the franchised bottlers. Non-returmable containers have
Increased from substantially over the past several years. Accordingly,
production at the Pine City plant has been cut back from 60-80 hours
por wook in the summer in the carly 1960"s to about half of that today,
All canned pop is shipped in already packaged by the large canners
elsewhere,

Despite these changes, Art and Bill Nelson feel the Pine City scale
. operation is highly efficient, and accordingly can give better sorvice at
less cost than the very large franchise holders. >

Art still remains very active in the business and has no plans to
retire. Art says that “‘work doesn’t kill...inactivity does.”” He truly
enjoys his work and the people he works with. Work is his favorite
hobby. Art attributes the success of the bottling operations as a family
enterprise as the resuk of the faith the family has had in each other. *'I
know Bill will always do a good job."

1 commend the Nelsons for their contribution to the Jocal economy,
and the good example they set for all of us.

The Coca-Cola Bottling
Company of Pine City was well
respected and an important
contributor to the local economy.
Over the years there were a
number of articles in the local
paper about the bottling company.
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Coca Cola Bottling Company helps city prosper
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" For 50 years, Nelsons have helped city to grow
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Citizen of the Year

In 1982, Pine City bestowed its greatest honor on Art Nelson by declaring him

the citizen of the year.
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Art Nelson

Coatinued from Page |

Livisg om Cross Lake gives him
eary access to swimming daring
the summer menths

“I've toyed with the idea of
sdding a solar rooms W my home
with an enclosed pool,’” be sald

That would extend the seascn
conmidorably,

Art Nelsco and the beverage
bottling company feunded by his
father are an importast part of
Pine City’s history
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Overflow crowd on hand
to honor Art Nelson Saturday

Art Nelson

ymmerce president
he presented

zen of the Ye Doug Carlson
tions, Art State Representative

tter friend

Arts name

e list for any
Main Street, He
. booster for the
e City. He never
of community

2 A

Ike Gillespie

T *ecned out to most of them
[ ~ona Carlson, office manager at

company for over 30




Plant Operations

While each bottling company was unique they shared common production
characteristics.
’ T Jihe Snse fofaspulys
i '&L 11 . ingredients (sugar, syrup,
" water, etc.) was essential to
assure a quality controlled,
consistent product. A water
filtration system to treat city
water was an important first
step.

The syrup was mixed in

large stainless tanks in a

special sterile environment

designated as the “syrup

room” in the upper floor of

Water filtration & purification system the plant. Syrup was then
transferred to the main level

via stainless lines where it was placed into each bottle on the bottling line.
Carbonated water was added to the bottle by the filling machine, then capped and
sent to the tumbler for

mixing. Take note, Coca-Cola

syrup was received pre-mixed

in bulk to protect the
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Canisters for bulk distribution (restaurants, bars, special events) were prepared in
much the same way.
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Bottles and cans were stacked in the
warehouse until they were loaded onto trucks for

delivery to the customer.




Nelsons The End of an Era
sell Coke In 1986 Pine City’s oldest industry, the Coca-Cola

Bottling Company was sold to Viking Coca-Cola of St.
plant Cloud. The sale also included the Coca-Cola Bottling

by Steve Prinsen

One of Pine City’s oldest
family businesses and Pine
City's oldest industry was sold
Dec. 1 when Coca Cola Bottling
Company wes purchased by
Viking_ Coca Cola of St. Cloud.

Officials of Viking said actual
ownership of the Pine City Coke
Plant will be by a group of
Minnesota Coke bottlers, with
Viking handling the operations
of the business. The new plant

drink products within the
territories of the Pine City

Company of Rice Lake,
Wisconsin. The Ashland,
gtk sl b Wausau and Eau Claire
3 plants had been sold in
previous years.

Earl Nelson, attorney
Steve Riley, Harold

December 1986 Nelson




|Nelsons sell plant |

(‘ommuod from Page 1

Viking in the transition. Art
plans to stay in Pine City, and
Bill said he has made no
immediate plans other than
working with Viking during the
transition period.

The Coke plant serves an
area approximately 45 miles in
any direction from Pine City.
The Rice Lake operation covers
approximately the same dis-
tance, and together, they serve
a population of about 200,000,

For the past few years, the
Pine City plant has produced
very little of the actual bottled
product, and Heinen said” most
of the Coke and other soft drink
products sold through this plant
will be bottled or canned in St.
Cloud or Rice Lake.

At one time Coke was bottled
by a foot powered machine and
bottles were hand washed and
labeled. Through the years,
more sophisticated equipment
was purchased. At one time the
plant could produce up to 360

cases of pop (10-or-16-ounce
bottles) in an hour. When

canned pop became more
popular, the Pine City plant

was not updated with canning
equipment, and pop was
shipped from Rice Lnke and
other canners.

Members of the Nelson

Brothers Art and Vern, who
is now retired and living in
Edina, operated the Pine City
plant, while Harold and Earl
operated the Rice Eake plant
and Edmund the Ashland plant.
The Ashland operation was sold
in the late 1970s.

won’t be carried on by the new
owners is the root beer, Ol
Smoothie, which originaged in
Pine City. The Nelson’s devel-
oped Ol' Smoothie in the early
1950s.

Sandford said St. Croix
Valley Coke elected to phase
Ol' Smoothie out of the
operation and instead distribute
nationally advertised Barq's
Root Beer. Ol' Smoothie will be
available until present supplies
are purchased.

Besides distributing Coke, St.
Croix Valley Bottling will sell
7-Up, Dr. Pepper, Mellow
Yellow and a number of other
diet soft drinks and flavors of

THE COCA COEA BOTTLING COMPANY of Pine City officially
became St. Croix Valley Bottling Company Do 1 when the
Nelson family sold their operation to a group of Minnesota
bottlers. The firm will not be affiliated with Viking Coca Cola of
St. Cloud. Here, Art Nelson congratulates Doug Heinen, general
manager of Viking. Heinen will assist the Pine City operation
and help new sales manager John Sandford for the next several

weoks,
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Harold, Jack & Earl
Nelson

Mark Wilson, Harold Nelson, Art
Nelson, Joe Faber (Viking Coca-Cola),

Earl Nelson.




Nelsons . . .

Continned trom Page |

had plenty of background experience
in the botthing business at the time thwe
family corporation purchased the
Cameron Coca-Cola Botthing Company
on Feb, 1, 1938

Both men were married, to gals
from 5L Paul and Pine City, respec
tively, when, in July of 1941 the fami
ly business was moved to a new plant
in the brick building at 326 S. Main St
Rice Lake. Albert Nelson and all five
brothers were stockholders

“T'he business has grown manyfold
since those days,” reflected Earl
Nelson, looking back. Their brand-new
Rice Lake plant was processing about
18-20 bottles of “Coke" a minute,
Harold agreed, pulling his estimate
from the mists of nearly half a cen
tury. Now, said Earl, the production
speed is about 120 bottles a minute

When they opened Coca-Cola Bot
tling Co. of Rice Lake, Inc., the men
employed about eight or 10 people

“We did a lot of work ourselves in
those days,” observed Earl.) Now
there are 26 employees, for while the
market has grown tremendously and
production capacity had to be steadi
ly increased, employment cuthacks as

.the result of technological develop
ment were offset by growth and new
employee needs in fields of merchan-
dising, advertising, quality control,
cooler repair and sales force, the
businessmen explained.

The firm had three vehicles in
Cameron, and the count was still three
when they first moved their operations
to Rice Lake, Now there are a total of
16, including 12 delivery-service vans
and four sales cars. “And the vans are
at least three times larger,”” con-
tributed Earl
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Fhey also operated Cocn Cola Bot
ing Coof Wansau and 7-Up Bottling
Cooof Ban Clatre unti! about 10 vears
npo, they related. At the Rice Lake
plant, they bottled and disteibuated not
only Coke amd 71 P, but also Iy l'c'l«
per, Sunkist Orange and thelr own
iee Lake trademarked product, O)
Smoothie Rool BHeer

In addition, they held the disteibutor

hip tor Schweppe's Co. products, in
cluding ginger ale, charged water and
tome

But the biggest changes in the
business, the brothers agreed, is in the
many more package sizes of their ma
jor products, Coca-Cola and 7-Up,

Originally, Coca-Cola came in only
one 8*ze: the six and a half ounce bot
tle, handled in 24 bottle cases all of the
same size

'l'ml'l.\‘, it comes in 6'%- 10-, 16- and
32-0z. bottles, 2-liter bottles and
12-0unce cans

Packed in their own 24-unit cases
are six- eight- and 12-packs, and addi-
tionally, the bottlers dispense five-
gallon lots of premixed Coca-Cola in
stainless steel containers. for fonn.
tains, food services and bars.

And don’t forget the *“‘classic” Coke
and the “new’" Coke departure: Both
are handled on today's production
lines.

Through those years and vears of
Coca-Cola processing, the Nelson
brothers and their families enjoyed the
nation’s No. 1 drink themselves—at
work, at home, when entertaining.

Now, disassociating themselves
from that busy era, the Nelson
brothers may for the first time have
the opportunity to enjoy the full mean
ing of Coca-Cqla’s original slogan,

he Bayse That Befreches &

Lives well lived & @ business well run.




A local history project by:
Pine City Area ﬁlstory Association

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

The Pine City Area History Association is grateful to the Nelson Family for sharing
their memorabilia, photos and memories. It is opportunities like this that make it
possible for us to achieve our mission of preserving and sharing Pine City area history:.

To learn more about the Pine City Area History Association, visit us on
Facebook at: facebook.com/PineCityHistory
or
visit our Website at:
pinecityhistory.com

Copies of this book can be ordered at:
http://www.pinecityhistory.com/people

Q Pine City Area History Association

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

315 Main Street South, Suite 170
Pine City, MN 55063
320 - 322 - 9208
Email: pcahistory.com




A History of the Albert Nelson Family
& their Coca-Cola roots in
Pine City, Minnesota.




