





Luve been Held in many states along
the Atluntic seaboard. A high spot
in these celebrations will be reached
this year when New York observes
the anniversary of severul balties n
the Saratoga campaign which was
the turning polnt in the struggle for freedom.

But the Fust cannot claim ail of the honars In
recalling the stivring deeds of a century snd &
half ago, for the Middle West ean polnt to Its
part in the fight for independence and can jostly
clatm that It was no small part, either, Although
the time for Its sesquicentennial celebrations are *
more thun & yeur away, fflans are alreudy belng
made for thelr observance on o hig scale. Indiana
ond Dlinoks are tuking the lead fu these plans be-
canse the events to be commemorated tovk place
upon their soll, but the citizens of other states
in the Old Northwest—Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan
und Wiseonsin—are just as keenly Interested he-
cunse those events are a part of thelr leritage,
fon, So lmportant to the United Stutes as a whole
were these hnppenings that the celebrations which
ure to take place ut Cubokla, 1L, and Vineennes,
Ind.. fn 1925 und 1929 are of natlon-wide Interest.

And the Inspiration for all of this will be the
memory of one man, a Virginian named Georze
Rogers Clurk. It wus he who won the Old Nerth-
west for the United States by as daring a eam-
paign us Is recorded in ull history, thereby fiing
the western boundary line of the pew Republle
at the Mississippi river Instend of ulohg the Alle-
glieny mountains und made It possible for the
Aumericun flag to march westward until It had
reached the Facific.

The story of Clurk's campuign is one of the
most drimatie in Amerfean listory. It is the
story of how thls twenty-five-year-old Virginlun,
who was lving in Kentucky in 1776, saw that the
struggling settlements In that state were doomed
10 be wiped out by the ralds of Indians, sent out
by Gov, Henry Hamilton, the British commundant
in the Old Northwest, unless something was done
about It. He did not walt for some une else to
do It. He got busy himself. The Kentucky eountry
belonged to Virginla, and Clark returned to Vie-
ginfn to Iny before Gov. Patrick Henry his plan for
carrying the wir to the Britisli by au expedition
against the Britlsh posts at Kaskuskla, 111, Vin-
cennes, Ind., und Detroit. Mich.

Governor Heory appolnted him _a lleutenant-
colonel and guve him anthority o enlist men for
the expedition. So June 24, 1775, found Clark with
2 force of 80 Kentucky frontiersmen setting ont
from Loulsville on lis muréh against Kuasknskia.
He u»mred J\nwm by surprise und on July 4
ralsed the over what ix now
Iilinois. He nhda memls witlt the French, bluffed
the Indfang to # standstill and Vincennes and
Cahokia were soon in \ﬂ. power,
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