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Pine City1 Minnesota. 
It is not the purpose of this booklet to g ive a history 

of P ine City or Pi ne County, but rather in a brief way to 
s how by penc il and picture the opportunities and advan­
t ages offered to the homeseeker, the sportsman and the 
pleasure hunter. There are many other places in this 
g-rea t northwest that offer openings for the h omeseeker, 
a nd others offer much in the p leasure line, but none that 
combin e all these features to a hig her degree than this 
v ill age and county. 

Pine City is h a ndsom ely locat ed on the Snake river at 
it s junction with Cross Lake, the ground being s uffic­
ie ntly rolling to assure good drainage. It was platted in 
1867, and incorporated as a vill a~e in 1881, an d h as been 
th e capital of Pine conuty si nce the county 's organiza­
ti on. It has n ever h ad a boom , but during the past t en 
years has enj oyed a vigorous and h ealthy growth , now 
boas ting a population of about 1,200, its business men be­
in g- enterpris ing, intelligent and prosperous. There are 
t11<1ny fine residen ces and some good business blocks, 
fra11t c·1 buildings being g radually replaced by brick. 
' ro -; s Lake, upon the banks of which the village is lo­

cated, is a beautiful s heet of water s ix miles long and 
<>t tl' uti le wide, well s tocked wi th gam e fi sh . Pok egam a 
l , :~kv is only three miles wes t, reached by boat through 
Llt v lm>ml and picturesque Snak e river. 

Tit · lm nsportati on facilities are of the best . Located 
0 11 LliL' Duluth Short Line of the Northern Pacific railway 
.~: ; 111i les from the Twin Cities and 89 miles from Duluth 
111 1<1 S uperior , it has three fast passenger trains each 
wa v daily, and numerous freight tra ins . 

'J' It · villag-e is supplied with stores of all kinds, a flour 
111ill, Haw and p laning mill, brewery, creamery, news­
papers, saloons, etc., with some opportunities still open 

for enterprising business m en; is lighted by e lectricity, 
has local and long distance t elephone, an abundance of 
pure drinking water, while its streets of sand and clay 
are always clean and dry, and bordered with beautiful 
shade trees. There is a n excellent g raded school and 
church es of the Methodist, Presbyteri an, Catholic, Ger­
man Lutheran and Seventh Day Advent denominations, 
and societies of Knights of Pythias, Workmen, Degree 
of Honor, Woodmen, Maccabees, Good Samaritans, 
Grand Army , Ladies of the G . A. R., Turners and Bo­
h emian Workmen . There is a first-class band and or­
chestra, an efficient fire department, and a business 
men's association. 

The favorite pastime is boating- and fishing, for which 
the opportunities and facilities are ample . Several citi­
zens have electric and s t eam launches, row and sail 
boats, and an unu:mally fin e lot of row boats are. kept in 
good condition and loaned to visitors at a small charge. 
There is no perceptible current in Snake river during the 
greater part of the summer , and a row up to Pokegama 
fishing grounds, a favorite spot with the finny tribe , a 
picnic dinner, and a quiet ride back to town in the even­
ing, is a pleasant way to spend the day if you make 
your headquarters in town . A first-class steamboat, car­
rying 80 passengers, is always available for excursions . 

If you enjoy camping, gather together your outfit and 
come on . There are any number of places where you 
may find abundance of pure water, a smooth sanely 
beach and plenty of trees-three prime requisites of a 
camp s ite. So pronounced are these advantages that 
several gentlemen from St. Paul, St. Cloud and other 
cities have erected cottages in which they spend a few 
weeks each summer. No charge is ~ade for the u se of 
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land on which to pitch your tent. Picnic parties have copper mine than for all its other attractions. Mr. 
their choice of . many beautiful and romantic points on Smith has recently refused some very te1npting offers 
the shores of Cross and Pokegama lakes, and the several for his property . 
islands in these lakes and Snake river. 

Coppe.r Mining. 

vVhat now seems destined to become by far the most 
important industry in Pine county is the mining of cop­
per. In 1874 J. Bennett Smith, who was at that time the 
general agent for the Lake Superior & Mississippi rail­
~vay, was sent out to prospect the lands tributary to that 
road for minerals. He discovered indications of copper 
on the Snake river tour miles east of Pine City, which 
fact he reported to the president of the road , who gave 
no importance to it. In 1879 Mr. Smith with two asso­
ciates acC]uired 320 acres of this land in fee and one-half 
interes t in the minerals in 440 acres more, and during 
the next four years $20,000 was spent in prospecting, 
when one of the partners became embarrassed financial­
lv and the work ceased. Subsequently Mr. Smith be­
came sole owner of the property. Two years ago an op­
tion was given K. D. Chase , who failed to do anything. 
The option expiring last fall Mr. Smith resumed pros­
pecting, and organized a stock company with $250,000 
capital. Several prospect shafts have been sunk, one at 
a depth of 35 feet showing a wonderfully rich deposit. 
Altogether eight promising veins have been discovered 
in a cross-section of 500 feet, with rich deposits, getting 
better as the shafts go clown. A permanent shaft is now 
<roing down to a depth of 150 feet or more, from which 
~ross-sections will be cut to tap all the veins. Several 
experts have lately investigated the mine and agree in 
the opinion that copper in paying quanties exists there, 
and it is only a question of development to show one of 
the richest deposits of copper ever uncovered. Thus 
Pine City will soon become more famous for its great 

f>ine. County. 

Pine county was established as a subdivision of Minne­
sota territory March 31, 1856, and in1860 had a population 
of 92, which has now reached about 12,000. It is in cen­
tral Minnesota north and south, and on the eastern bor­
der. It is irregular in form, its greatest length being 42 
miles, and its greatest breadth 36 miles. Its area is 1444 
square miles, or 924,160 acres, or 5,776 farms of 160 acres 
each. 

Pine connty was once heavily timbered, but the pine 
has been cut off and manufactured locallyordriven down 
its many streams into the St. Croix and on to Stillwater. 
It is now well timbered with hard woods, including oak, 
ash, maple , elm, birch, poplar and others. Along the 
streams the soil is generally sandy, and along the Ket­
tle river where fine building stone is produced, the land is 
somewhat rocky. There are a few sandy ridges, but the 
soil has considerable mixture of clay which makes a fine· 
sod, and Pine county contains the best grass lands in 
Minnesota. Grasses from this county have taken prizes 
at the state fair, have been the admiration of all and 
have surprised the farmers of Southern Minnesota. This 
county is naturally adapted to vegetables, small fruits, 
small grains, grasses, dairying and stock raising. 

vVild lands in this county range in price from $2 to $15 
per acre, depending n1.ore-on location than the quality of 
the soiL Fine lands conveniently located can be bought 
at from $6 to $10 per acre, while improved farms may be 
hadlat from $10 to $30 an acre, the'neighborhood, develop­
ment and country roads having rimch to do with prices. 
The county is well provided with living waters. The St . 
Croix river makes most of its eastern boundary, while 
the Snake and Kettle rivers cross it, and many streams 
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have their sources 1n lts iakes and feed the Snake, Ret­
tie and St. Croix. A hundred little lakes dot the sur­
face of the ccunty, and the waters of the lakes and 
streams all abound in fish. · 

In population Pine county is cosmopolitan, having al­
most every E uropean nationality, but none strong 
enough to run things. There are numerous postoffices, 
schools and churches of the various denominations con­
veniently located thmughout the county, indicating 
a prosperous. intelli gent a nd God-fearing people. The 
county is. crossed by the Northern Pacific and Great 
Northern railways. 

Beautiful f>oke.sama Lake.. 

Minnesota h as many picturesque lakes and summer 
resorts, but no1w m ore beautiful than Pokegama, with 
its fores t fn ngecl banks, sanely beaches and natural 
parks. This lake js about five miles long by two miles 
wide. It is situated about three miles from Pine City, 
and is a broadening of the Snake river. This lake is of 
historical interest. On its binks one of the first mis­
sions in the northwest was established; the first print­
ing press set up in Minnesota was put into operation at 
this mission and from tlme irnmemorial the banks ofthe 
lake were a favorite camping ground for the more or less 
noble reel man, and are now the home of a small band of 
Chippewas. Abat:t four Years ago Capt. August Bergman 
erected. a commoclwus hotel at the most beautiful spot 
on the banks of the lake for the accommodation of those 
desiring a nice quiet plac~ for an outi1_1g, yet easy of ac­
cess, where the best boating and fishmg may be had. 
This is named Pokegama Park Hotel, and is fittecl up in 
excellent shape, the table being supplied with the very 
best. Speciallowrates are made to families and parties 
who desire to make an extended stay, and everything 
possible is provided for the convenience and comfort of 
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guests. A post office called Bergman has lately been 
established here for the accommodation of the guests. 
This ideal summer resort is located about midway be­
tween the Twin Cities and the head of the great lakes, 
with many passenger trains daily on the Northern Pa­
cific railway. The steamer Victoria makes regular trips 
from the Park Hotel connecting with each passenger 
train at Pine City. The finest fi:;;hing and hunting in the 
state are to be fond at Pokegama, and the scenery is un­
surpassed. The grounds about the hotel are spacious, 
well kept and homelike. Capt. Bergman gives personal 
attention to the wants of his guests and oversees the 
manage1nent. A large number of pleasure and fishing 
boats are at hand and every accommodation is provided. 
Nature has done much to make this an ideal outing 
place, and the hand of man has provided the comforts 
and conveniences of every day life. Before deciding 
upon your next outing place investigate the advantages 
of Pokegama Lake and the Park Hotel. 

Capt. August Bergman was born in Sweden in 1860, came 
with his parents to America in 1869, locating at Braham. 
In 1883 he went to Minneapolis and engaged in contract­
ingPand building, where he erected some of the finest 
buildings in the city. I n 1897 he came to Pokegama, 
built the Park Hotel and established the summer resort. 
Capt. Bergman is a thorough gentleman and knows how 
to treat his customers to make them feel at home and 
enjoy themselves. 

WA~~r~o~~!~:~~ef Printers, 
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Business and Professional. 
Noah Adams Lumuer Com.J,mny, dealers in lumber and all 

kinds of lmillling rnaJerial, headquarters at 122!) Guaranty 
Builtling, Minneapol is, and lJrauch yards in several places, 
estallli shecl the yaru here ill .June, 188\J. 'l'his firm llanules 
anuually a yery large amount of lumLer and llave a reputa­
tion fo r honoral1le clealiug ami selling at low prh:es in every 
place they operate in. 'l'he ofticers are Noah Au:1ms, presi­
dent and t reasurer; G. K . Adaw::;, ::;eeretary; in corpora tell 
with a cn.pital of $50,000. The mauager of the local yard is 
James F . i\liller. Tlley Lave a large shed here anu rnost of 
their lumber is l>ept umler roof. 

G. J. Albrecht, county treasurer, was born in l'lymouth, 
" ' is., April 7, 18UG. He was euucatecl in the public schools, 
then entered a btuJk, where he Rpent three yean; as clerk. 
In 1885 he went to Phillips, \Vis., where h e ser veLl as book­
keeper for a large lumber tin11; in 18S8 be went to Hankin­
son. l'\. D., engaging in merc!Jandising until the fall of 188!), 
when he removed to H\llckley, :Minn ., alld e1Jgaged as book­
keeper for the Breunau Lumber Company until the busiJJeSH 
was wiped out L:v the great fire of 189-±. In the fall of that 
year he was elected to !Jis presellt position, Leing three 
times re-elected, which speaks eloquently of the satisfaction 
he is giving his constituents. He is an efticient and ac­
commodating official-the kind it pays to retain in position. 
He is also engf1geL1 in buying anel selling lamls in this 
vicinity, and has a list of improved and wild lands from 
"IY!Ji ch anyone may wake n !':l ti sfactory selection. In 18!)0 
he was married to Ciani L. \Veseott and they have two 
chilclren. 

Dr. E. E. Barnum, phys ician ancl surgeon, was born in' 
• SenN·a county, N. Y., April 23, 1851. He received his edw·a­

tion at Waterloo, N. Y., two years at Hnmilton Coll ege at 
Clinton. N. Y., taking his degree of M. D. at Ann Arbor, 
Mich., in 187G, recei viug special diplomas in physical cliag-

uosis and surgery, surgical anatomy and diseases of chil­
dren. He is a member of the State Medical society, the 
A.mericau Medical association and the American Association 
of Life Insurance Examining Surgeons. He began prac­
ticing in Paint Creek, Mich.; afterwards practiced one year 
at Ann Arbor. In 1878 he located at Glyndon, Minn., where 
he practiced until 1S82, then two years at Eyota, then six 
years in 1\liuneapolis, and ten years ago came to Pine City, 
where he !Jas Luilt up a large practice, in which he has been 
very successful. He is medical examiner in several old-time 
and assessment life insurance companies. He served as 
county physician in Clay county a number of years and 
ever since he came to this county. He was married to 
Rosamond C. Kelsey in 1878 and has a family of four chil­
dren, two sons and two daugllters. His eldest son, Eugene 
.l_Vanl, is marshal of the village, and his eldest claugllter, 
Kate J., is a teacher iu the public schools. Mrs. Barnum 
\Yas formerly a teacller in the .government Indian schools 
at Baxter Springs, Indian Territory, and afterwards took 
a partial medical course at Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Adam Biedermann, agricultural implements of all kinds, 
Llacksmith shop and horseshoeing. He is agent for the 
McCormick machines. He carries the largest line of ma­
chinery of, any firm in this vicinity, and has built up a 
large lmsiuess. He is a shrewd aud honorable business 
man, in whom the buying public have every confidence. He 
was Lorn at Star Prairie, Vi' is., in 1868. He learned black­
smithing at Baldwin, \Vis., conducted a shop two years in 
St. Paul :mel came to Pine City in 1890 and started a black­
smith shop aud two years later added farm machinery. 
He is married and has a family of four children. 

L. P. Blihovde, new and second-hand furniture and farm 
machinery of all kinds, is agent for Champion binders mHl 
mowers. Has been in business here since February 1, 1001, 
and has already built up a good trade. He was born in 
Vernon county, \Vis., February 2, 1862. He was educated 
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in the common schools, spent four years in Chicago and 
tl1en went to Brookings, S. D. After fourteen years spent 
in South Dako1 a he came here ancl engaged in business. 
lle i,; a good lm~iue,;s man ancl is meeting with excellent 
sm·ces~. He i~ warri ell. 

Jt. li. Bl:mkellHllip, ,.;uperintenllent of schools of Pine 
county, was IJom in 1\'"ortlt Carolina, December 22, 1866. 
IIi,.; e<hw:ttiou wm; reeein·tl at Flag Pond University of 
'l'<'m!c:-;,.;<•e, l1e afterw:tnl,.; taking a bus iness course at the 
Sn nk Ccn tPr Bnsiuc,.;R Collei!:e. He entered school work 
twelYc y t> :u·,.; ago :tll(l wn,.; prinei[J:tl of the schools at \Vil­
low UiYcr from 18!l1 tq 18DH, when be was elected county 
,.;npcriilt<'llclt>nt. fwrvi ng· in the latter poRHion continuously 
,.;iuc-0 mHl g iving tlle gr eatPRt satiRJ':tcl"ion to teacher s :md 
taxpnyerR. lie iR a cliligf'nt Rtnrlent ;mel a painstnking 
officin l. H e is mmTiecl and haR one ell ilc1. 

H. Borchers, e:xdmdve shoe Rtore, the onl~r one in Pine 
CHy. c-arri es a very e>, -t<'nsive aml cornplete stock of shoes 
of all gTncleR. g iOYE'R and mittenR. He iR a thorough work­
mml mHl rloes all kinrlR of' repairing wiHJ neatness and fles­
patell. He was born in Genmmy. An ril ~D. 1854, came to 
Am eric-a in 1871. loenJing; at Lnkc City , Minn .. where he 
worke•l at hiR tnl<le uniil 1881. when h <' carue here and en­
gaged iu business. He brgan in a ;;mall way and by strict 
attention to his busine;;s. dealing honorably with his cu s­
tomer;; , he h as built Ul) n fine trade. He is an enterprising 
and ;;Jn·ewd buRill e;;;; mnn , one of the most !'lllCCeflsful in 
this secl·ion of ('Onntry, nncl is a lwayR 'villing to do his share 
townnl building· np hiR town and county. He served three 
year;:; on the city conncil an<l one year on the board of 
health. H e is marriecl nml ha s a family of two sons. 

.T. Y. Breckenridge. J)Ostmaster. insurance, and dealer in 
clrngR, m edic-ines , fanc~' goods. sundries, paints, oils, wall 
paper and fiRhing tackle. has the only soda fountain in the 
city. 'fhis is on e of the best fitted drug stores in Northern 
Minn eRotn, and carries nt nll times a full and complete 
stock of everything usually to be found in a drug store. 
l\Ir. Breckenridge was born at North Barrington, Vt., May 

7, 1864. He was educated in the common schools, then went 
to Windsor Locks, Conn., where he resided four years. In 
1882 he rernoved to St. Paul. He was engaged with 
a railroarl contracting firm four years as manager, and in 
1886 came to Pine City and engaged in the drug business, 
which he has continued s ince. He burned out in 1897, but 
immediately rebuilt and continued. He was appointed 
postmaster lJy P r esident Harrison, serving four years, ancl 
was agai n appointed postmaster in January, 1900, by Presi­
dent McKinley. H e is now servin g as president of the Busi­
ness i\Ieu's assoeiation , and served two terms as village 
president. He is a m ember of the Republican congressional 
committee for Pine county and a member of several so­
cieties. He is a succesRful and progressive business man, 
one who takes a lively interest in the welfare of his town 
and county. He is married and has a family of two sons 
and one daughter. 

Burger Bros., ;;aw, shingle and planing mill, C. B. and A. 
C. Burger, propri etorR. was established in 1889 by Weber & 
Burger Bros. Mr. \Veber retired in 1896. They make a 
specialty of custom sawing, and saw both bard and soft 
wood, buy logs and sell lumber and building material, and 
are doing a good business. A. C. Burger bas charge of the 
business, C. B. Burger being now in Idaho. Mr. Burger was 
born in Rosendale. Fond du Lac county, Wis. , and came to 
Rock Creek, this state, in 1874, and engaged in farming and 
lumbering: came to Pine City in 1889, which has since been 
his home. He has been a member of the village council for 
th e past two years and served as justice of the peace and on 
the bonrd of supervisors at Rock Creek. He is a Mason, 
Knight of Pythia;;, and Modern Samaritan. 

First State Bank of Pine county, organized and began 
business in lS9G: Capital stock, $10,000. Deposits average 
about $G5.000: lo:ms and discounts about $62,000. The offi­
cers are F. A. Hodge. president; vice-president. Carrie Fl. 
Hodge ; cashier, P. W. McAllen; assistant cashier. J. D. 
Boyle. A general banking business is transa.cted; fnrm 
loans are made and fire insurance is written. The banldng 


