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From 1872 through 1888 Pine County and Chisago county 
held a joint fair. The first Pine County Fair took place in 1889 
and has taken place every year since with the following 
exceptions:

1894 - Hinckley Fire
1942 - World War II
1943 - World War II
1944 - World War II
1945 - World War II

Information from the files of Ann Vach
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The Pine County Fairgrounds in the early 1900’s.
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The Pine County Fair  - 1908



The Pine County Fair  - 1911

	 In 1911 Iver Stumne exhibited some Indian relics he had 
found on his farm, Governor E. O. Eberhart spoke for more 
than an hour and a wedding was part of the fair 
entertainment. The Boy Scouts accompanied the bride and 
groom into the grandstand area. Mr. Arthur Wood of Willow 
River married Miss Gertrude May Eaton, also of Willow River.

	 F o l l o w i n g 
the wedding 
the crowd was 
entertained by 
a t r o u p e o f 
trained dogs, 
cats, monkeys, 
apes and rats.
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The Pine County Fair  - 1914

	 The first day of the 1914 fair featured 
addresses by political candidates, a dog 
and pony show and races. The horse 
racing track was ready and a new horse 
b a r n h a d b e e n 
constructed.



The Pine County Fair  - 1914

	 The second and third day of the 1914 
fair brought more political candidates, 
horse races, a baseball game and 
motorcycle races.

	 Daylight fireworks 
closed each day at the 
fairgrounds and there 
was a dance at the 
armory each night..



The Pine County Fair  - 1921

The grandstand acts that year 
included:

	 By 1921 night shows were part of the fair. 

knife throwing
a trained bear
a diving dog 
an educated horse 
a comedy mule act



The Pine County Fair  - 1921

Auto races 
w e r e a l s o 
featured

  Businesses in Pine City closed from 1 to 5 o’clock two 
days of the fair.



The Pine County Fair  - 1927

	 In 1926 an artillery battle staged by 
the Battery E guard group was 
featured as part of the grandstand 
entertainment. It had gone over well 
so in 1927 
B a t t e r y E 
w a s b a c k 
with a bigger 
and better 
a r t i l l e r y 
battle.

	 	 Fireworks finished the evening.



The Pine County Fair  - 1927

	 Harness races, the Pine City Girls Uke Club 
and two platform acts by Dixon Riggs Company 
rounded out the entertainment. There was a 

dance each night at 
the Fairway Pavilion.

Dixon Riggs 
Company



The Pine County Fair  - 1930

	 The forty first Pine County Fair 
billed itself as having the best program 
ever given.

Horse races, baseball and fireworks 
were expected events.



The Pine County Fair  - 1930

 The Miller’s Jewels of 1930 was 
the headline grandstand attraction. 
It featured seven dancing women led 
by Miss Hazel Mack.



The Pine County Fair  - 
1930

	 The wedding as 
g r a n d s t a n d 
entertainment was 
back in 1930.
	
The wedding couple 
received a long list 
of donated gifts.



The Pine County Fair  - 1931

	

	 1931 brought The Flying Beckmans and 
Bassett & Bailey to town. The Flying 
Beckmans had 
been featured 
with many large 
c i r c u s e s 
i n c l u d i n g 
B a r n u m - 

Bailey. The paper noted in particular 
that they traveled with baggage weighing 
4,000 pounds. Bassett & Bailey hailed 
from London, England.



The Pine County Fair  - 1931

	

	 	 B a s e b a l l 
and politicians 
w e r e o n t h e 
schedule. 

	
	
	

 Battery E was 
back with an artillery battle and 
Saturday’s big event was a carnival 
dance and Mardi Gras..



The Pine County Fair  - 1931

 The 1931 fair showed a profit and was deemed a success. Rain on 
Saturday cut the attendance but Friday’s attendance had been 
greater than expected. 

	 The sham battle staged by Battery E was a roaring success. 
Dynamite had been used to represent exploding shells. The sounds 
of battle were heard as far as Markville and North Branch. Officials 
from other county fairs inquired if Battery E could be available to 
stage a battle their fairs.

	 Otto Wiedemann took first place in Holsteins, Ernest Hinze 
second. One hundred and thirty five members of 4-H clubs had 
exhibits at the fair.



The Pine County Fair  - 1932

 The big news in 1932 was this was 
Pine County’s first “free gate.” There was 
no admission to the grounds. There was a 
charge of 25¢ to park on the fairgrounds. 

	 A wedding was the big attraction on 
Saturday night. Miss Grace Giese of 
Pine Lake married George Petry of 
Hinckley.



The Pine County Fair  - 1933

 1 9 3 3 w a s t h e p e a k o f a n 
organization called the Farmers’ 
Holiday Association that developed as 
a response to the depression. Milo 
Reno, the national president of the 
organization spoke at the fair.

	 Once again a wedding was the big 
attraction on Saturday night. Miss 
Evangeline Wahlberg of Sandstone 
married Joseph Houska of Hinckley.



The Pine County Fair  - 1937

 In 1937 instead of a wedding a 
wrestling show staring Pine City’s own 
Pat Kuss was the headline event on 
Saturday evening. 

	 Friday evening after the grandstand 
program a free motion picture on the 
stockyards and packing plants of the 
state was offered as entertainment.

 The Pure Oil girl’s kittenball team 
played a game.

	 A gate admission of 25$ was being 
charged. Children under 16 were 
admitted free.



The Pine County Fair  - 1938

1938 was billed as the Golden Jubilee fair.



The Pine County Fair  - 1938

	 In 1938 while a wedding was once again the big event on 
Saturday evening, the Pine County Fair added a twist to the idea 
and had a golden wedding event on Friday. Twenty Pine County 
couples who had been married 50 years or more were honored 
with a badge and a banquet. They were entertained at the fair and 
watched one couple renew their vows. The Mpls Star covered the 
event and carried a front page article with photos.



The Pine County Fair  - 1939

	 1939 brought radio personalities, 
Cedric Adams and Clellan Card to town to 
act as Master of Ceremonies at the 
grandstand.



The Pine County Fair  - 1939

	 T h e g r a n d s t a n d 
program also included a 
number of acts that had 
appeared on WCCO radio. 



The Pine County Fair  - 1940

 In 1941 the grandstand program 
contained an assortment of fair and circus 
acts. The LeRoys, a acrobatic act had 
appeared at the San Francisco World’s 
Fair. The Three St. Clairs played musical 
bells, Swiss bells and glass bells. Also on 
the program was “The Great Harvey” a 
contortionist who was also known as “the 
Human Pretzel.”

 Alf Johnson was in 
town to wrestle Pine 
City’s Pat Kuss.



The Pine County Fair  - 1940

 The real excitement in 1940 was billed as 
“Thrill Day” and involved stunts with cars. 

	 Unfortunately the weather was terrible and 
ruined fair attendance. It was so wet and cold 

o n F r i d a y t h e 
g r a n d s t a n d 
performers stayed in 
their trailer houses 
and the crowd had to 
be given refunds. 
	 T h e w e a t h e r 
c l e a r e d s o m e o n 
Saturday and the car 
stunts took place as 
scheduled.
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The Pine County Fair  - 1941

	 In 1941 the grandstand program 
included jugglers, roller skaters and two 
hill billy characters. 



The Pine County Fair  - 1941

	 Again in 1941 the fair  
was af fected by poor 
weather.

	 The Pine County fair did not occur 
again until 1946.



The Pine County Fair

Pine City Remembers

Compiled in 2014 by Judy Scholin as a local history project in cooperation with

Thank you to all the people who contributed photos and information.
 

A special thank you to Mike Gainor,  The Pine City Pioneer,  Jim Foster, 
and Michael Sauser.

Do you have something we could add to this exhibit? 
We would love to hear from you.



Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

Do you have Pine City area 
pictures, memories or memorabilia you would 

be willing to share? 
Please contact us:

email: pcahistory@gmail.com
phone: 320 322-9208
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