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CHAPTER X
Prosper Comes to a Decision.
Perhape, in spite of his gruesome
boust as to dead men, It was as wuch
+ 1o satlsfy hls own spirit us to com-
that Prosper actually did
ke a Journey to the cabin that
jonged to Plerre. It was true
that Prosper had never been able to
top thinking, noet so mueh of the tall,
slin youth Ising sa stlll across the
floor, all bly beauty and strenzth
turned to an ushen slackness, s of a
brown hund that stirred. The motion
of those fingers groping for life had
urhed him. He went
stealthily at dusk, Ing o
dusk of wind-driven snow so that his
timeks vanished ns soon ns made. The
of Plerre’s cabln made a durk
uhove thie snow, velled In cloudy |
drift. He reachw) it with a cold heart
rud slid down to lts window, cautiously
bending hls face near to the pane. He
expected an inferior already durk
from the snow plled round the wi
dow, so he cupped his hands about b
eyes At once he let himself down out
of sigh. telow the sill. was @
Progper
bright Nra;. Fhn: sminke. 0F
bich hmd been hidden by the snow-
5, 8 cot was druwn up before the
nd. o blg, falr young man in
teens whose face, rosy, sensltive. nod
was bent over t
A pair of large, ¥

There
Louse.

tre ‘on
hands were

. crouched below
what he b
ow since he had left

for u dylng man. This big fel-

low In tweeds must bave

after the shootin; idently he wos

not caring for n dead man. The mn

head on the pillow had moved.

1 seen. It

bass murmur. This
hend turned Itselt slig
saw i
anly twice befare; once when it n-ux
looked up, fierce and cra:
first entrance Into the louse, once
ain when it Iny with lifted chin and
lips on the floor. But even after
scarce Prosper was

tly and Prosy

been the face of a man beside him
self with drink and the lust of animal
now It wix the

drawn Into a

mask like n's when
nherseif; n misernbly haonfed

There Was a Living Presence in the
Hous

and harrowed face, hopeless as though
i1, too, like the ontside world, hud lost
or had never had n wemory of sun.
Evidently he submifted to the dress-
fng of bis wound, but with o shamed
and pitiful Jook. Prosper's whole m-
resalon of the man was elianged, and
the chiange there began gomething ke
n struggle.  He  was nfflicted by »
cronsing of purposes and a stumbliog
of Intention.

Hu 0ld not cnre to risk, o second |
Jook. He cropt nway and fled into
d He traveled with the
hlm rag and. stopping
r rest At the
the Jourmey nu;ne«

a vl duy. And om

naglintion: |

He had seen It
‘ hend.

Before, it had |

she |

pehew with his own wind and elimbed
up the wountaln trad with a hult:
smile on his face
A A ey T
In the dawn, nwake on her plllows,
Jonn was listentng for him, and at ihe
sound of hls webs she sat up, pale
to her lipe. She did not know what
she feared, but she was filled with
dread. The restfol stopor that had
followed her storm of grief had spent

for him, alternately submerged her.
All these bleak, gray onrs of wind
durlng which Wen Ho had pattered
In and out with meals, with wood for
her stove, with llitlo questions as to

r comfort, she had sulfered as peo-
ple suffer In n dream; . restless
wisers Iike the misery of the pine
branchies that lesped up and down be-
fore her window. The stiliness of the
dawn, with Its sound of penring teps,
gave her  sickness of heart and brain.
%0 thar when Prosper came softly {n
at her door she smw him ihrough a
mist. He moved quickly to her side,
knelt by her, took her hands,

“He has been cared for. Jonn." sald
Prosper. “Some friend of his came
and Qid a1l that was left to be done.

Some “riend? In the pale. dellcute-

| 1+ expanding 1ight Joan's face gleamed
| hetween Its binck colls of halr with
| eves like enchanted tarms. Prosper
could see I them reflectons af {hose
terrors that had been tormenting her.
His touch pressed redssurgnce upon
her, his eyes his volce

My poor ehild! My dear! T'm glad

T am back to take care of you! Cry.
Let me comfort vou. He hns been
cnred for. He Is not Ising there alone,
| Fe 15 dend. Let's forgive him, Joan*
| He shiook her hanfs a Uttle. urzently,
and a most puinful memory of Plerre’s
he ing grasp came upon Joan.

lie wrenched mwiy and fell back,

quivering. hut she did not cry. only
asked In her most moving volee. “Who
| ronke care of Plerre—after I went
awity and left him dend?”

Prosper o his feet and stood.
with his arms folded. laoking wenrfly
down at her. His mouth had fallen

ther cynfeal lines and there
uckers at the corners of his
“Oh. a blg, falr yonng man—n
boy-face, serions-looking, blue

Toun was startled and turned ronnd.

Tr was Mr. Holllwell” she sald. In n
wondering tone. “Did you talk with
| nim? Did you tell him—7"

Hardly." Prosper shook his
“I found eut what he had done
for your Plerre without asking nn.
necessary questions. 1 saw him, but
he 14 not see me.™

“He'll be comin’
Joan.

to get me” sald
It was an entirely unemotionnl
statement of cerfalnty.

| Prosper pressed his lips fnto a tine (Y047

nund narrowed his eyes upon her.

“Oh, he will 7™

“Yex. Hell be takin after me. He
most *a* hen seairt by somethin' Plerre
sald in the fown durin® thelr quarrel
i have come up after him to ook
out what Plerre wonld be doln' to
me. . 1 wisht he'd "a* come In

il Whnt must he be think-

In* of me now, to find Pf
there. dend, me gane!
tukin® after me to brinz me home

Prosper would almost have ques-
tioned her then, his sharp face wos
certninly ot that moment the face of
an inquisitor. a set of keen and dell-
ente Instruments ready for probing,
hut €0 weary and chllilike did she
look, sa sweary and childiike wns her
specch, that he forbore. What ald it
matter. after all, what there was In
her past? She hnd done whot she had
Agne. been what she had heen. If the
fellow hnd hranded her for sin, why,
whe had suffered overmuch. Prosper
wdmltted. that, unbranded o8 to skin,
he wns searcely fit to put his dirty
elvltized soul tnder her clean and
wnsage font. Wik the big. rosy chnp
her lover? Shie had spoken of n quar-
rol hetween him and Plerre They
would he looking for Joun to come
hack. to ga to the town, to some nelgh-
boring ranch. They would make n
senrch; but winter would he ngninst

mrpened |
which fier eyes

Joan's Eyes Wandered Curiously Aboul
the Brilllant Room.

and wistful. She was a movivg fgure,
pitequs, lovely, rather like some grice.
ful mountuln beast, its spirit halte
broken by wounds and Imprisonment
and human tending, but ready to lean
Into n savagery of filght or of attack.
They were wild, those great eses,
well ns wistful Prosper, looking su
denly up at them, caught hls breuth,
e put down his book as quietly as
though she had indeed been s wild
easlly startied thing, und, suppressing
the Impulse to rise, stayed where bo

was, leaning a trifle forward, bLis
bands on the arms of his chalr.

Joan's  eyes wandered curlonsly
ahaut the brilfiant room and came to
him af Inst. Prosper met them, re-
laxed, and smijed.

“Come in and dine with me, Joan*
he suid. “Tell me how you like It

She felt her way weakly fo the sec-
ond large chair and sat down facing
him ncross the hearth.

‘It's right beautiful,” sald Joan, “an'
rlght strange to me. I never seen any-
thing lke It before. That“—ler eyex
followed Wen Ho's departure halt-
fearfully—"that man and

ing up hix urms In fuil enjoyment of
hér splendld fgnorance. “The China-
man? Does die look 5o strange to

o

s that what he 157 I—I didn't
know." She =miled rather sadly and
ashamedly. “T'm awfil fznorant, Mr.
Gael. I Just can read an' T've only
rend two hooke" She flushed and her
puplls grew Irge.

Truly, thought Prosper, It was likq
talking to a grave, trustful. and most
jmpressionnble child, the way she sat
there, rather on the edge of her chalr,
her hands folded, letting everything
he sald disturb and nstonish the whole
pool of her thought.

At dipner, Prosper, unllke Hollli
well, made no attempt to draw Jonn
Into talk. but sipped his wine and
wtchied her, enjoylng her composed
silence and her slow, graceful move-
ments. Afterward he made a couch
for her on the for before the fire,
twn skins and o golden cushion, o rug
of dull hiue which he threw over ber,
hiding the ugly skirt and boota He
took u violin from the wall and tuned
it Joan watehing him with all
eyes.
“1 don't like what you're playin®
nn\r.“ shie told hilm, Lmpersonally and
gently.

“'m tuning u

“Well, wir, I'd be gettin' tired of that
161 was son

T nlmn'l done,”
humbly,

#nld  Prosper
(10 BE CONTINUED)
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