

















The Worlds Fir:
Portage

»
By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

HE recentannouncement
trom London that the
world's first postage
stamp had been placed
on sale In that city at-
tructed unusual atten-
tion not only from
stamp  collectors  but
from the public fn gen-
eral, because It em-
phasized the fuct that

S
!%ﬂ

| tils present-day common convenlence,

millions of which are used every-
day. (s of comparatively recent adop-
tion. For this stamp, an English one
bearing the Iikeness of Queen Victoria,
S - #ttached to the envelope on
wilich It was used und beurs the post-
mark “Bath, May 2,1840." This means
that the postage stamp In Its presents
form |s less than a hundred years
ald.
The first postage stamps In the
United States were put on sale In
w York on July 1 1847. Previous
that time, postage stamps were Is-
fued by private companies doing
neral express or local delivery serv-

/ ice of letters. On Januury 1. 1842,
the City Dispatch Post, otherwise
known as Greig's Post. was estab-
lished In New York city, and It Is
said that this Post issued the first ad-
hesive stamp used In this country.
But the use of these private stumps

Dispatch Post was established.

In the early days of the United
States postal system tlie recelver of a
letter pald for lts delivery according
to the number of sheets of paper
which the letter contained. Tn 1845
this system was discarded and the

the cse of gummed stamps were put
into use In 1847. During the first fis-

supplied with 800350
to be sold to the public. Now,
later, the Post Office department
in  supplying some  14,000.000,000
stamps every yenr to the 50.000 post-
mssters In the United States!

history huve been thus re

membored.
‘Washington and Frankin have been
honored In every regular geries of
w from the beglnning and Jef-
ferson and Liteoln have seldom been
omitted. The other Presidents ple-
‘tured oo

varfuns Issues are: Madison,
M Jucksan, Taylor, CGrant,
‘Hages, Garfleld, Cleveland, Harrison,
Roosevelt, Harding and

Memori

time to time, known as commemora-
tive stamps. The first of these up-
peared In 1893 to commemorate Col-
umbus’s discovery of America. There
were sixteen of these stamps, ranging
in denomination from one cent to 55,
ench one telling a little of the story:
Columbus In Sight of Land, the Land-
ing of Columbus. the Flngship of
Columbus, the Fleet of Columhus,
Columbus Soliciting the Ald of Isa-
bells, Columbus Welcomed at Barce-

us Restored to Favor,
Columbus Presenting Natives, Colum-
bus Announcing His Discovery, Colum-
bus et La Bahida, Recall of Columbus,
Isabella Pledging Her Jewels, Colum-~
bus in Chuins, Columbus Describing
His Third Voyage, Isabella and Colum-
bus, and Columbus alone.

After five yenrs another commemo:
rative series followed, known s
Transmississippl-Omaha  stamps, 1s-
sted during the Transmississippl and
International esposition. The nine
denominations, ranging from one cent
to $2, were titied Marquette on the
Mississipp!, Farming in the West, In-
dian Hunting Buffalo, Fremont on
Rocky Mountains, Troops Guarding
Train, Hardships of Emigration, West-
ern Mining Prospector, Western Cat-
tle In Storm and Mississippl River
Bridge.

The Pan-American exposition at
Buffalo in 1001 was marked by sn-
othier serles, depleting means of trans-
portation. A lake steamer was shown
on the onecent stamp, & rallway
traln on the twocent, a steel-arch
bridge on the fivecent, ship canal
lock on the elght-cent and an ocean
stenmship oo the ten-cent stamp.

The next speclul series celebrated
the purchaze of Louisiana from
France. The stamps bore severally
the portralts of the men most respon-
sible for accomplishing ft—Robert It
Livingston, minister to France at the
time; Thomas Jefferson, President,
and James Monroe, special ambassa-
dar to France.

The Jamestown series of 1907 fol-
towed, depicting the landing of the
colonists 300 years before and bearing
the likenesses of Capt. John Smith
and Pocahontus. The first single
conmemorative stamp—that 18 to say
one that belonged to no serles—was
that of 1900 to mark the develppment
of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific territory,
having for {ts deslgn the portralt of
Willlam H. Seward, who as sécretury
of stite negotinted the purchase of
Alasks from Hussia

In the same yenr n two-cent stamp,
showing Henry Hudson's Half Moon
salllng pust the Pallsades and Robert
Fulton's Clermont under full steatn,
commemorated not only the discovery

river bur also the

st ouvigation by

stosm. The 191219 seffes marked
the openlng of the Panama canal and
the discovery of the Pacific ocean. In

lowed by the White Plalns
‘stamp fn the same yeur, th

ys of Vermont
Ington. at a Molly
Pltcher in 1928 and the George Rog-
ers Clark and the Generul Sullivin
stamps In 1020,

During 1930 other events of the

Revolution probubly will be commer-
orated and a movement hus ulrendy
been started for a speclil sevies 10
celebrate the tercentenary of the
Mussachusetts Bay colony founding.
Two specinl stumps, honoring grent
Americans, have appenred o the last
three years. In 1927 Lindbergh's eple
flight neross the Atlantie was hons
ored In a speclal air-mall stamp and
during the past year Thomas Edison
was honored with & stamp commem-
orating the fiftieth anniversary of the
invention of the Ineandescent lamp. In
connection with the latter two, many
persons wondered why portralts of
Lindbergh and Edison did not appedr
on the stamps which hore the mes-
suge of thelr fame. The reason wWis
that the law of the land prohibits the
use of the portrait of a living Amer-
fcan on the postuge stamps of our
country, _(And for a similir reason
this article Is not fllustruted with re-
productions of any American stamp.
It Is “sgin the luw" to llustrate
Unlted States stamps, the same B
United States currency or cofus!)  So
thie Lindbergh stamp showed his fi-
moys plane, the Splrit of St. Louls,
and the Edison Light Golden Jubllee
stamp showed o picture of the first
fneandescent ght
Another Interesting fact ahout the
/300,000
of this Issue were printed.
all of them have been bought up, give
ing Uncle Sam a net profit of $1.000<
000, post office officials estimate,
Since only a few of the stamps have
been used, the officlals estimate that
at least 10,000,000 of them will be re-
tained ns souvenirs. The fact that
these stumps contain an error will
make them more valunble In later
years, It Is predicted. The error s
that Newfoundland s shown as sey-
eral islands instend of a lirge piece
of land fringed with ndentations.
About 10,000,000,000 postage stamps
are printed for our Post Office de-
partment each year by the bureau of
engraving and printing at Washing-
ton. Dies are made and stamps are
printed In sheets of 400 ench. After
being printed and dried the sheets
are taken to the gamming machines.
Euch machine i surmounted by &
tank from which a carefully regulated
stream of special gum s fed Into a
pan, at one end of which it comes
Into contact with an adjustable re-
volslng roller. After being gummed
the sheets pass info a tunnel where
the temperature Is kept at 130 de-
grees. This tunnel Is 72 feet long and
the stamps take # minute hult
to traverse it. When they reach the
other end they are dry and reudy for
_the perforating wauchlues. It Is esti-
mated that the department sells some-
thing ke 13,000,000000 postage
stamps (all denominations), 1,250,000,
000 postal eards and 2,750,000,000
stamped envelapes each year.
Although the postage stamp s a
comparatively recent Innovation In
wsage by mankind, the idea of a postal
service condicted by the government
for the carrylng and distributing of
the written messages between Its peo-
ple goes buck to anclent times. Tha
first “postal systems" were In Daby-
lonlg, Egypt and China, but they wera.
little more than mere courler services
to keep the kings and emperors and

government officaly in communication | £

with thelr subordinates, accordi

and Incorporated as a part

sales contract, at rates less than
farmer can transport such com
ities from elevator to farm. The
farmer can now arrange with a loeal
elevator relative to date of threahing
and the. elevators will supply moto

Football Is Dying

the University of Illinols football

as hend conch at Case School of Ap-
plied Selence with the comment that
“Intercollegiite football I8 dying” 1
o his retlrement from his
coaching duties to take up the prae-
tice of law, Flercher predicted thint
nlthough blg footbull games will draw
huge crowds for o few years to come,
the game will not hold the public as
It has in the pust. Y
longer plny the gime because they
like It, Fletcher said.

Automobile,

Detrolt Tigers d 1,670
to lead the American lengue In 1020,
but also committed the most erros
with 244, ]

o

The oldest eyent for
in the United States is the
Stake, which was first run ot

‘most

the scl

o .
Danfel 3. Donalive, attorney,

idents of Lawoll,

of th

first residents of
83 ye

ing L
4 racent bulletin of the Nationnl Geo- |

graphle soclety, which traces the
development of the postal system us
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