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became frantic as he d

way the smoke rolled higher and
spread across the upper end of tha
Tk

Are you telling me the truth, Tin?*
she nsked repeatedly snd the man
sivore that he was,

“Oh, for eveal" she cried. “If 1y
stayed in Chicago the bandage was t
have been taken off tomorrow. The
doctor Inslsted T must not take It oft
while I was away from him. So you
-must tell me, Tim, and tell every-
thing. I'm depending on you, sol*

After a time, ax her ngitation only
Increased, Tim attempted to take her
amind at least partially from the fire.
Ho talked of her errand, of the salva-
tlon for the Job that acquirement ot
the Laird's timber meant,

“Oh, the brief case!" she sald.
“Whera Is 1t2 Mac sald he would put
it In the safe”

“And we will, too, Katl

Tim put the money away und went
on talking, trying to keep her lnter-
ested In things of A more reassuring
nature than the fire.

At noon they were still In the door-

of the store, with Kate showing.
slgns of the physical strain she was
under,

“Better come to my shanty ‘nd Iny
down a while," the man sald solicl-
tously.

She protested at first but Tim con-
tinued to Insist that she rest and final-
Iy his way prevalled. Slowly he led
her ncross to his one-room enbin,
twenty rods from the store. She lay
down on his bed and turned her
bandaged face toward the wall He
stood there watching ns long sobs com
menced to rack her body and then
busied himselt preparing a lunch.

While he puttered abant his stoya.a
man emerged from the timber on the

side of the lake and stood

5 across the neck of water to-

the buildings. His brows were

sathered and he walted as one wil

first objective 15 to be certaln

when he moves It will be fn the
proper dlrection.

ltershe had rested and. eaten,

n sat on Tim's doorstep and
the old fellow functioned
s for her.

"Hotter 'n ot but she don't spread.
That menns th* backfire's holdin’,” te
sald over and over.

Across the lake the man had censed
his prolonged smokinz. He walked
slowly back and forth behind the
screenlng tul)lr-! and Impatlence rode

rnoon "uned and once he cursed

He bad gone further In his

. that time, and when he haltel

and Iooked across the water Tim Todd'

Iy In decision and hnstened througl
;the brush to where a canoe and pack
were cached. He Inunched and too)
| the few strokes necessary to send hin
ficrows the Intervening water.

very cautiously, looking all
about and with one long stare up the
Inke toward where all the available
man power of Good-Bye battled the
flames he had set, ran across the sand
! toward the store.

The lowerlng sun was roflectod
duzzingly from windows In the side
of the bullding. He approached one,
put his face close and stared within.
The place was empty and he smiled.
This was a safe way; to use the door

|
/

“Oh, | Can't, eh? Can't Stop Ye,

Can't IT Wall, We'll See 'Bout—"
to g0 thrmuxh with It, now. You can't

stop o

“On 1 eant, ent Cnnl stop ye,
ean't v Well, we'll sea ‘hor

And quickiy, stoutly, tie --nmg his

as though be were striking at n
tree, driving squarely for Frana's
shoulder,

The other leaped baclward; the bit
burled itself derply In the door and as
Tim wrenched [t free Franz leaped
the counter and made for the window
lhrough which he had entered

No ye don't!™ Tim screeched and
lunged after him, swinging the ax
agaln. “No ye don't! Te can't come:
1t over me, Franz! Back Into that
corner, young man! Tl split ye in
two If ye try to git away, now !’

Slowly but surely Franz was belug
cornered. The double hit swung In
wide arcs as Tim advanced step by
step..

Franz's face lost color.

“Get out, old man!" he crled fnally.
“Get out or . , " And then Tim wns
looking down the muzzle of an muto-
matie pistol

“Yah!" he Jeered can't seare.

with 0 pop gun! Ye drop that or

hop yer hand:
Ty back™ Franz gasped. com-
Ing gainst the safe and then the

automatic spat just ones, orange
flame darted from the barrel.

The ax lost Its firm swoop of direc
tion, Tt sazzed- and- drooped find
dropped, bouricing and sliding to the
far slde as Tim, with a low whimper,
ralsed both hands as 12 they wera
great welghts, to his plerced breast

“Shot me!" he gasped In amaze
ment. “Dusted f . . . ye didn't. ..

His knces gave He went down
slowly, wilting rather than falling
slumped to one hip and then sprawled
shuddering on the floor. . .

From the doorway of the little
cabin Kate Fiyon had heard. She
heard Tim shout; heard another volee
glving answer and the tomes of the
exchange stirred her to action. She
groped her way Into the beaten path
as volces ralsed higher, as feet thud-
ded, as the ax crashed and smashed
Her hands were extended before hor
and she culled out repeatedly to Tim

Then, nearlng the store, sho heard
Franz’s finak warning and Todd's gal-
Iant defiance. Lastly, the venpmous
spat of the pistoL

With that, the girl ceased groping.
Her hands whipped to her temples,
fingers fastened in the white gauze of
the bandage and with a ferk she
pulled it from her ees.

Sharp pains tore to the back of fer
head. She puckersd her lids agalnst

assavlt of lighs and wrinkled her

face agnlnst the sudden torture. But

would be at the risk of reveallng him- | she could see, and that was nll that

self to Tim. Slowly he shoved the
window open, careful to make no
sound, placed his hands on the sill and

really matterad.
She stumbled forward those last few.
steps, knees weak with misgiving and

vaulted within, A moment later he | When Franz, plstol In one hand, brief

was passing quickly around the end
of the counter and dropping to his
knees before the safe, . .

Tim Todd had been talking con-
atantly to Kate for the last half hour.

case In the other, stepped over the
prostrate forfn of the old man he came
face to face with her,

A low breath, half moan, half in-
articulate curse slipped from the man.

'nn url elung tightly to his gnarled | Knte, a hand on the door Jnmb,

"Loalu better ull th' time, Katle,” he
Insisted. “I'd like to bet they stopped
her at Otter creek, though bow they'd

o
dl: 1t In llnlh like that 'nd on & 48y | pim( Yoy killed him!

Hl hrnh short as his gaze chanced
_ o wander to the store. Through a

window on the near side he saw a
man clambering through & window (n
the omarl

“T'll be dusted!” he muttered, droj
Dlng the ‘lﬂ'l Iund and rising. 'Hav
come that

“What, nm! ppened?”

l’lh rose, freshly -hrmed at his

“.mxt somebody at th' store,
ukely they’ll need somethin’
vor.”

Ho dld not skip. He hobbled as
mapldly ns he could along the path-
way, his old heart thumplng (o alarm,
Twenty-five thousand dollars reposed

the old cheeso-box of a safe and
Home miag hiad just entered the bulld-
ing with stealth,

He tiptoed up u

steps and polsed,
Iooking within a

awayed backward, sick, as her eyes
though throbbing and aching, trans
mitted to her understanding what had
bappened.

‘ou . . ." she moaned. “You shot
You'll answer
for ft! [T heard eversthing! I was
Just outstde "

For an Instant Franz stared at her,
Then an odd smile crossed his face, he
shoved the pistol Into ita holster
against his side and he wet his lips.

“Yes, you heard. But, you see, you
nre here alope,” he sald almply and
the quality of his tone was ominous.
“And with you gone? What then?
Who would know 7"

Behind him Tim Todd closed one

'mm. hand, From his chest a dark stafn
Il 8kID | wag spreading on the floor bonrds,

laughed  mockingly, and

tucked the brief case andor one arm. |

“No/* he mid, and stepped L‘IMEI'.
“It lso't pleasant business, I've
coverpd” A slight shudder lrl"'ld
his big by, +*T wonldn't hirm a halr

agaln; the lights In by oyes were
shifting and changing ag he planned
a way ont for himselt. “I dldn't In:
tend to steal; I AUt sant to KilL 1
srunied to blogk Jour deal wl:umalq

oulg.
"thln bmk&blﬂlh ‘Yltl‘nh ;:un
m you, o do "
m” 0, with 30 i ere are things

shel camnmencad ta e Hjog el it m-
Grasp, Twisting Her A
1t, Kicking Out With
Feet.

the brief case, turned her roughly
lbou nnll@d her hands togother be
and bound them securely.
"Oh help“' she screamed. “Help,
Hel—'

or Bmlll

1s palm cut off her words,

“No one near, he reminded her.
“However, there might be a littl
later. We will take no chances.”

The bandage she had torn from her
eyes "hung loosely about her neck.
Hp put one arm about her head, draw-

(Ing It tightly agalnst his breast, and
e

with quick movements slipped th

gauze across her lips, twistod a knot
at the nape of her neck and then held
her at arm's length, bound and gagged.

Kate made inarticulate, raging
sounds, but he pald them no heed.
Liting Ler n bis arms, with only one
look behind at old Tim's form, he
walked quickly out to his canoe, and
fald her gently in the bottom with the
duflle.

He headed up the lake to where the
smoke shroud, now hanging low In the
heavler alr of approaching evening,
obscured all landmarks,

“Pleasant journey!” he taunted, but.
a queer and foreboding hunger showed
on Lis face us hie stared nt her.

Back in the store old Tim had rolled
over, Ie trled to rise and could not;,
trled to crawl and could not so much
as get his knees up. So, slowly, at
the cost of Infinite pain, he hitched
himsel? along balf-way to the open
door. He saw the canoe making
northward; he tried to call out. His
facs dropped agaln to the planks and
be moaned tywice and was still.

o e e B e

Steve Drake stood aside as
other men clustered about Young Jim
Flynn, the men he had saved from
probable death and the others whose.
hearts he had won by that aclilevo.
ment.

LaFane approached him, that grim
smlle playing about his lips,

“Broken, would you say?"

“Lord, no! Made!” Steve replled.
“He's got the boys with hlm from
the start!” 3

“And he'll keep 'em. He's wound
on grand stuff. No need of your fear-
Ing to let 'em know who you are,
now."

Drake experienced an odd let-down
on this. The Polarls property was
safe, with Kate's arrival; Young Jim
was finally on the job, capable, com-
petent and his courage had been spec-
tacularly demonstrated. There was
no longer any rensnn for him to use
another's namg 0 longer cause to
be reluctant to rmxl to Kate Flynn
the facts of his pratense. The twin
gonls for which he had struggled
seemed to have been attalned.

He drew a slow breath as he thought
of the glrl. She was more lovely than
he hld belleved. The feel of her lips

stirred In him all manner of In-
credible Impulses. The Impression of
girl which he had bullt up for him-

If [n those past weeks was a feeble
thing compared to her renlity.

Evening was at hand. The fire was
under control. Already Wartin was
preparing fcr thoe night's work. Steve
beckoned to him,

“You wld me whm she started.
Got any Idea how?"

The man pursed his lips and shook
his head.

“Must be a bug fire

“What makes you think that?"

“Well, she come up over on the
southwest of twenty-four. We've had
1o men anr thera nu summier. There
aln't any by col
there souldn't bl lﬂ! Inj)
looklu® for fruft. Nobody would

Ing r.hrmuh that pnﬂmlu cot

from rlver (o<th- oth

leniow, T menn?"
“Dont o dumb, Jimmg,"
“1 try not to ba. Or to
balf-eocked, ofther.
“Wall,

ulﬂlu elmr. 'y
¥ out of him alnea,

nln‘l quu mo uqnnh’y und he aln't z?: [
kind to wad to l
m i

meres. Sizes 30 to 42
sizes in each ;

$2.50 Odds and Ends Ladi‘es

Shoes

$4.95 and $3.95 Laéies’ white

Pumps and Oxfords .

Potato Chips, Frank’s No
lunches these hot days,

per pkg. ..
Heinz Rice Flakes .
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