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The three sat silent. Soan the
slightest of noises came from behind
and at the same mstant Snavely
raised_his eves. Turning, the mim
and girl saw 4 nt woman tow-
ering above them. , alone, was
not startled by her silent appeacanice
Varren. *

an’ things is in your room.
Ruth stood at once and gath-
ered her sleeping son in_her arms.

hank you so much—]

% A

The old adobe secimed very e
and dismal. With vl betwees
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room, The yellow light
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stood on the western bank of the
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a new winds k. and the

from the ol Jamp shone upon the walls gulchand was vttiEi oo the door- | ce-ment water e around.
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i o you think n! hitn?” asked
Warren, glasicing suddenly into Ruth's
eyes
T dont know,”
“Did won potice that lock on. his
fac he was talking about
people?, Not what you'd call'a socal
animal
He Fates us—he hates every hu-
man being

said Ruth slowly.

‘Warren said for a time,
hen Vel e SET, fng

£t nodded.
One of the canvas cots Ann ha
placed near the glamlets window
by, was probably in-
o Toc Devi . The s at v
in the rear room. When the man and
had fimished their preparations
the three cots were 50 close together
that there scemed to be only a single
broad bed made up in three sections
Sa hot was the night that, covering
sible. With David between
T 20, the Jamp extinguished the
father o mother lay on their backs,
r han

was stiffing. Fmally

She
from their upward

clasped above David's | bee

of the old adobe. It was
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mare inviting by the cool green of its

leayes. \\':rrm lay back in a canvas

chair, Tazily unpm\mng on his guitar.

Little David was tremendously busy.

making things mﬂv lhe small acorns
cavered the shaded ground.

Often Ruth glanced lmrd the pak

tree, and onice she e part way
over xnd shouted to Wnrrm o wats

nakes. She returned to the

adobc xclumnd She rather felt that

sh be under tha

e also shoul

Anyway, the ed
cléan s pleasaat’ compared wﬂ“fﬁ
Sppearance. the cvening belore.,

it tree. | come down to the
tcher 7
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“No—no, thank you. Mr. S avely,

please e
last evening? Ruth could hardly be~

lieve that she had niot yet been twenty-
four hours on the ranch; it seemed a
month, Well, the cleaning was
She mppuud that a storm would ¢
in a few the whole plm
would fall dn wii. In such an event
she could imagitie Snavely suggesting
© her family into the

barn—aiter cleaning it out,

Since rising that morning, she

wondered constantly what Snavely }ud
re. But she

Stiavely. And, just as she told hersel
that the voice in the

a[was probably

ning.

iy, m: g0t 1o her knees and

y to the foot of the bed,

'rhu.c Lmlmg, she could rest her

Thows on the sill and look out into
ight

A sound, a single squeak of a metal

sprimg. instinetively brought her eyes

10 the back doar of the ranch house.

Some_ one was standing there:
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Sravely. After a moment he turncd

alightly and, walking with quict steps,

went toward a mound of earth heavily

hushes. This mound was

ite the girl's window and

undred fect away, When he

bad uazhzd the clump of bushes

and scemed again (o

be g B e Tl

be beld a bundle under his arm. Sud-

d low and disappearcd

satne am( tossee
f

glected ranch chore—well, such as put-
ting something away in a box whi
made a clank when the lid was
dropped.

Ruth did 0ot know what she
thought abaut Afin. The giantess both
fascinated and _irightened her. She
was fascinated by the skill with which
Ann drove .mls and she wa
ened when the woman
e

continuous conver-
satio Sm-ral times Ruth had tried
to start friendly talk with

with tio success. i

once smiled ;

later, Suavely re- st
walked softly back to

mn\' )vmse. is )uruk w:n
wvh n uzy lhl ﬂ E

i g
tand. morn-
Al

AEA

"1l
ﬁxm out of the way—I don't want h‘x:
ow about it or be curious. He
must never go into those bushes. You'll
lzm l“ right _away, won't you?

Snnv nodded. “That's a good
idear, MrL Warren. Tl attend to it

The girl shive ‘Something in
o ot femgle
quickly.
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