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This building is now a private home.

Learn more about this building at: www.the priorly.wordpress.com

The Priorly

A home in what was *priorly* a Methodist Church

History of the site

Another view of the first church. In the 
background on the left is the first parsonage, built 

in about 1914. It still stands on the northeast 
corner of this block.

On July 17, 1888, on land 
donated by Royal C. Gray of 
Taylors Falls, the foundation 
for a new church was begun 
in this location. The church 
was dedicated October 21, 
1888. The total cost of the 
building was $1,550. 

The first Methodist Episcopal 
Church built in this location.
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By 1922 the congregation was outgrowing the space and in 
1925 a building fund was established and committees formed.

An architect, W. L. Alban 
of St. Paul, was hired. 
Frank Bukachek was 
hired as the contractor 
and the building of the 
new church began in the 
spring of 1927. The old 
church was torn down 
and the materials were 
used in the new church.

Building Committee

Charles Beechel
G. R. Christopher
Elmer Carrier
A. P. Norton

Finance Committee

P. L. Hamlin
J. H. Woehrle
R. Gray
A. W. Piper

Construction Began

Photo courtesy of Linda Hecht

Photo courtesy of Linda Hecht
The old church, right 

before demolition.



Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

Frank Bukachek, the contractor, often bought supplies at Sauser’s Hardware. Each 
purchase was carefully recorded in Ledger #16.

Pine County Pioneer 
March 18, 1927

May 9, 1927 

June 23, 1927 

May 24, 1927 

June 27, 1927 

July 29, 1927 

As the project neared completion 
the Methodist Ladies Aid made a 
few purchases to stock their new 
kitchen.

August 6 1927
August 11, 1927
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On May 8, 1927 a special service was 
held to lay the cornerstone.

Pine County Pioneer 
May 6, 1927

Cornerstone
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Construction  -  Construction continued through the summer.

Pine County Pioneer 
May 6, 1927
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Pine County Pioneer 
August 5, 1927
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Completion  

 By August the building was finished at a total 
cost of about $16,000.00, including furniture 
and equipment. A dedication service was 
planned.
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Dedication  -  A dedication service 
was held on August 14, 1927. Bishop 
Locke of St. Paul was in attendance.

Pine County Pioneer 
August 12, 1927

Pine County Pioneer 
August 19, 1927
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For nearly 80 years this building served its congregation well.

A 1929 photo of the 
church congregation
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Transition - In 2006 the Pine City Methodist Church 
closed their doors. The building stood empty for a while. 
Then it became home to the Evergreen Community 
Church for a few years. 

May 2016

In May 2016 after 
being vacant again for 

two years Judy and 
Brian Scholin bought 

the building. They 
spent the next two 
years converting it 

into a place they could 
call home. 

Their goal was to maintain the feel and integrity of the 
original building. You can read more about the 

conversion at: www.the priorly.wordpress.comEvergreen Community Church


