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This door jamb was part of the Ed Nordstrom home at 24144 St. Croix Road.

The red circle shows 
the location of Ed 
Nordstrom’ s house.
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The reverse side was stamped “Pine City Sawmill”. The Pine City Sawmill began 
operation in 1909 when a group of Stillwater investors purchased the McGrath 
Sawmill located on the west side of Cross Lake.

Pine County Pioneer
January 22, 1909

1911 Sanborn Map

The sawmill gets nary a mention in the 
newspaper through 1910. The logging 
industry was changing at this point. The 
logging camps were moving further north 
and relying less on the waterways and 
more on railroads to transport the logs.
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In 1911 the Pine City Saw Mill announced that they were adding a retail 
department to their business through the purchase of the Midland Lumber and 
Coal Co. Midland Lumber and Coal Co. had been in operation in Pine City since 
1906.

Pine County Pioneer
August 11, 1911

Pine County Pioneer
August 24, 1906

 In 1906 the Pine 
City Mercantile 
sold their lumber 
yard to Midland 
Coal &  
Lumber Co. of 
Minneapolis. 

Ed Galles, manager 
at Midland, since 
mid 1906 continued 
in his position.

Pine County Pioneer
February 2, 1906

Pine County Pioneer March 9, 1906
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With the addition of a retail department, ads for the Pine City Saw Mill 
began to appear in the local paper, the Pine County Pioneer.

Pine County Pioneer
January 5, 1912

Pine County Pioneer
March 21, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
April 4, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
May 2, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
May 23, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
June 27, 1913
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Contrary to many businesses at the time the Pine City Saw Mill had creative 
ads that changed frequently.

Pine County Pioneer
August 15, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
September 19, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
October 10, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
October 24, 1913

Pine County Pioneer
November 21, 1913
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1914 brought ads in the Pine Poker.

Pine Poker
January 1, 1914

Pine Poker
January 29, 1914

Pine Poker
February 12, 1914

Pine Poker
March 26, 1914

Pine Poker
October 8, 1914

Pine Poker
November 26, 1914

Pine Poker
December 1, 1914

Pine Poker
December 31, 1914
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1914 also brought the addition of a lath mill to the 
Pine City Saw Mill operation.

Pine Poker
November 19, 1914

Pine Poker
April 8, 1915

Pine Poker
June 17, 1915

Pine Poker
February 18, 1915

1915 brought a few 
more ads, but 
change was coming.
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In early 1916 the retail side of the Pine 
City Saw Mill Company was bought by 
M.R. Parrish of St. Paul and B.C. Boo 
of Stillwater. The new company was 
called Parrish-Boo.

Pine Poker
January 6, 1916

Pine Poker
April 13, 1916
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Ed Galles, who started with the Midland 
Lumber Company in 1906 continued to work  
for Parrish-Boo until 1920. He died in 1921.

Pine Poker
February 17, 1921

The Parrish-Boo Lumber Company continued to 
serve Pine City for many years.

Taken from the waterpower looking northeast along 3rd Avenue.
Photo courtesy of Jim Foster


